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Welcome to our July issue of ResearchPress. This month we take a focus on Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander (Aboriginal) communities off the back of NAIDOC, and broader economic, housing, 

health and gender aspects that impact capacity building across our cities and our regions. 

Because of Her, We Can 
This year’s NAIDOC Week theme, ‘Because of Her, We Can!’, was an important opportunity to shine 

a light on the lived experience of thousands of Aboriginal women in WA and across the country, and 

to celebrate their role as pillars to their families, communities and Country. This nurturing role starts 

from giving birth, to caring for children, grandchildren and kin – roles that are often unrecognised. 

Aboriginal women are the glue that holds the fabric of their society together and it is vital that they 

are appropriately supported. 

We cannot honour the success of these women without honouring the fortitude that countless 

grandmothers, mothers, aunties, sisters, partners and daughters have displayed over generations. 

The scars of a colonial history are felt to this day. Aboriginal women experience disproportionate 

rates of violence, and violence that is often more severe and complex in its impacts.  

This desire to duly honour them is fuelling action, and bringing communities together that are taking 

a stand to change the story of intergenerational abuse and disadvantage into one of hope and 

resilience. Stories of Aboriginal women writing a new legacy for their children, families, communities 

and ancestors abound. These vibrant accounts are marked by creative power and diversity of voices 

from Aboriginal female leaders in the creative arts, design and even building community confidence 

through something as simple as hairdressing. They infuse our culture with an “Aboriginal eye”, in the 

words of Australia's first female Aboriginal photojournalist, Aunty Barbara McGrady.  

NAIDOC week was also an opportunity to highlight the sense of place, belonging and identity that 

connection to culture can foster. Last month saw the launch of WA’s first Cultural Infrastructure 

Strategy, which aims to identify new cultural opportunities to empower communities and economies, 

and celebrate WA’s rich traditional and contemporary Aboriginal culture. 

Aboriginal role models such as Lorraine Ross remind us of the power a single person has to light 

the spark of positive change: "Because of her and the stability she instilled in us we kept moving 

ahead", says Lorraine’s daughter. Because of so many of these women – some visible, some not – 

and their decision to take positive action, we can dream of and bring forth a better future together. 

https://www.naidoc.org.au/get-involved/2018-theme
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/06/NAIDOC-Week-sings-Because-of-Her-We-Can.aspx
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-12/indigenous-women-leading-way-gender-equity-on-company-boards/9981730
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/journals/JlIndigP/2012/8.pdf
https://aifs.gov.au/cfca/publications/kinship-care
http://www.carersaustralia.com.au/about-carers/aboriginalandtorresstraitislandercarers/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-14/indigenous-women-take-out-top-gongs-at-annual-naidoc-awards/9990852
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-27/map-of-indigenous-massacres-grows-to-include-more-sites/10040206?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-29/brutal-legacy-of-sister-kate-indigenous-childrens-home/10034434?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_features_articlelink
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/domestic-violence/family-domestic-sexual-violence-in-australia-2018/contents/summary
http://apo.org.au/system/files/182621/apo-nid182621-961026.pdf
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-15/wilcannia-men-and-women-work-together-to-stop-domestic-violence/9985388?pfmredir=sm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-23/chart-of-the-day-oecd-generational-poverty/9997970?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_features_articlelink
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-09/domestic-violence-survivor-inspires-new-leaders/9906952
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-09/domestic-violence-survivor-inspires-new-leaders/9906952
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-10/naidoc-week-2018-the-inspirational-women-who-shaped-our-lives/9943692?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_features_articlelink
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-10/aboriginal-art-lit-up-on-power-station-for-naidoc-week/9955650?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_features_articlelink
https://theconversation.com/ten-classics-of-indigenous-design-99672?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2019%202018%20-%20106719461&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2019%202018%20-%20106719461+CID_49349e56ae35583aec05d543b471e4ba&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Ten%20classics%20of%20Indigenous%20design
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-21/remote-indigenous-hair-salon-teaching-more-than-hairdressing/10015094?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-12/naidoc-week-australias-first-aboriginal-female-photojournalist/9971078?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_features_articlelink
https://ictv.com.au/playlists
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/06/New-strategy-for-cultural-infrastructure.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/06/New-strategy-for-cultural-infrastructure.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/07/Aboriginal-elders-and-youth-capture-history-with-Lotterywest-grant.aspx
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-09/domestic-violence-survivor-inspires-new-leaders/9906952


 

July 2018 | Newsletter  

2 

Government and Politics 

WA’s fair share of GST: Inquiry into Horizontal Fiscal Equalisation 

The Productivity Commission has released its final report into Australia's distribution of GST revenue 

to the States and Territories. It finds the GST system’s structural disadvantages and ambiguity pose 

a risk to our economy, and that reforms will benefit community wellbeing over time. In its interim 

response the Federal government has confirmed its plan to transition “to a new…system over eight 

years from 2019-20 in a way that is fair, reasonable and sustainable”. The government has accepted 

all the Commission’s recommendations subject to further consultation with the States and Territories, 

with the exception of equalising to the standard of the average off all States and Territories. In recent 

years WA has had a small slice of the GST pie and the proposed changes would see a permanent 

70% floor in 2022-23, rising to 75% in 2024-25. WA supports the Federal government's plans and 

has stated its intent to work constructively with all governments on securing agreement and 

implementing reform. A final agreement is expected to be reached by the end of 2018. 

Banking Royal Commission and financial literacy 

The most recent Financial Services Royal Commission round focused on remote and regional 

communities. The second week of hearings related to interactions between Aboriginal people and 

financial services entities. Evidence raised allegations of misconduct, inappropriate products and 

deceptive advertising. Pressure selling, targeting of vulnerable people and poor incentive structures 

for financial services providers were highlighted. Remoteness, combined with cultural and linguistic 

barriers, has put many in these communities at a disadvantage. 

While there may be regulatory reforms recommended by the Royal Commission to address the 

concerns raised, the evidence also makes clear a broader societal issue of financial literacy. This 

has been backed up by recent data from the HILDA survey. Poor understanding of financial 

concepts, products and players puts people at a disadvantage when managing their financial lives 

and dealing with financial services entities. This is an issue affecting those throughout the income 

spectrum, but presents particular difficulties for vulnerable groups. Addressing this is likely to be 

long-term in nature and require nuanced responses to different cohorts.  

Business and Economy 

Pathways to housing tax reform 

Many Australians are faced with rising levels of mortgage debt. The RBA has called for the careful 

monitoring of debt as it makes households more vulnerable to economic shocks. AHURI proposes 

tax reforms which can be achieved gradually over a ten-year period, such as including the value of 

the family home in the aged pension assets test and replacing transfer duty with broad-based 

recurrent property tax. These changes may lead to improved residential mobility, housing 

accessibility and affordability, and reduce long-term risks to the welfare system.  

http://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/completed/horizontal-fiscal-equalisation/report/horizontal-fiscal-equalisation.pdf
http://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/completed/horizontal-fiscal-equalisation/report
http://sjm.ministers.treasury.gov.au/media-release/069-2018/
https://treasury.gov.au/publication/p2018-308096/
https://treasury.gov.au/publication/p2018-308096/
https://theconversation.com/turnbull-government-says-no-losers-in-its-new-gst-carve-up-plan-99415
https://thenewdaily.com.au/news/national/2018/07/05/government-new-gst-share/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-05/morrison-gst-review-announcement/9924902?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/07/McGowan-Government-delivers-options-for-genuine-GST-reform.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/07/McGowan-Government-delivers-options-for-genuine-GST-reform.aspx
https://financialservices.royalcommission.gov.au/public-hearings/Pages/default.aspx
https://financialservices.royalcommission.gov.au/public-hearings/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-04/banking-royal-commission-funeral-insurance-customers-not-covered/9941052
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-03/bank-royal-commission-funeral-insurance/9936696
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-01/banking-royal-commission-funeral-insurance-vulnerable-people/9910496
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-04/banking-royal-commission-live-blog/9938360
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-07/finance-program-helps-isolated-aboriginal-vulnerable-scams/9951284
https://theconversation.com/the-royal-commission-revealed-financial-services-woes-for-many-indigenous-customers-heres-what-can-be-done-99374
https://theconversation.com/the-royal-commission-revealed-financial-services-woes-for-many-indigenous-customers-heres-what-can-be-done-99374
https://theconversation.com/royal-commission-scandals-are-the-result-of-poor-financial-regulation-not-literacy-99441
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-24/financial-plain-packaging-to-break-australian-debt-addiction/10024732?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://theconversation.com/hilda-survey-reveals-striking-gender-and-age-divide-in-financial-literacy-test-yourself-with-this-quiz-100451
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-24/financial-plain-packaging-to-break-australian-debt-addiction/10024732
https://theconversation.com/want-to-boost-aboriginal-financial-capability-spend-time-in-communities-99210
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-31/bankruptcy-australian-suburbs-worst-hit-baldivis/10052194?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-11/up-to-1-million-households-may-go-into-mortgage-default-by-sept/9976268?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
http://rba.gov.au/monetary-policy/rba-board-minutes/2018/2018-07-03.html
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0023/23828/AHURI_Final_Report_301_pathways_to_housing_tax_reform.pdf
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/23843/PES-012-Breaking-the-deadlock-on-Australian-housing-tax-reform.pdf
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Society and Community 

Opportunities and challenges for low-income renters  

Private rental is becoming a permanent destination for low-income earners. The latest HILDA data 

confirms home ownership is increasingly less common, and that renters are particularly prone to 

financial and housing stress. There is a need to safeguard security of tenure and liveability outcomes 

for this important housing sector, especially with the growing challenge of inequality in Australia.  

AHURI finds that low-income renters are more common at both ends of the age continuum, and an 

increasing housing risk for older renters, especially women. Persistent (stereotypes of ‘the ideal 

tenant’) and emerging barriers (limited internet access or digital literacy to search for properties) 

means that renting informally from friends and family is the only option for many.  

This reveals rental market failure at the low end, leaving these groups vulnerable to overcrowding 

and exploitation. Rachel Ong supports that “Supply-side solutions…will need to be targeted directly 

at low-income groups who find it difficult to compete in private rental markets”. AHURI’s study points 

to the policy challenge of ensuring informal living arrangements are not long-term. Supported 

pathways may include rent assistance reforms, incentivising landlords to provide a mix of rental 

options, and using online platforms to better match different types of landlords and tenants.  

Mental health in rural and remote Australia 

Mental health in rural and remote Australia has resurfaced as a key policy issue this month with 

incidents of Aboriginal youth suicide hitting the media spotlight. A 2016 inquiry by the WA Parliament 

found suicide rates for Aboriginal people in remote WA, especially the Kimberley, are among the 

worst in the world. This suggests a dire need for new ways of talking about and dealing with mental 

health, particularly our youth. The State government is forming a Mental Health Advisory Council, 

and Albany will be home to the first regional community mental health service in WA. Addressing the 

accessibility and quality of mental health services in rural and remote Australia is also the subject of 

a national inquiry. The Senate Community Affairs References Committee inquiry is travelling around 

the country before reporting to Parliament in October. 

Disability for WA in the era of the NDIS 

It’s a new chapter for WA disability services – the NDIA has assumed responsibility for the delivery 

of the NDIS from 1 July, putting it in line with other States and Territories. The NDIS will continue to 

be implemented on a geographic basis by the NDIA and rolled out across WA through to July 2020. 

The Productivity Commission has released an issues paper on its review of the National Disability 

Agreement (NDA). This looks at the NDA’s relevance as an accountability mechanism in the context 

of each jurisdiction having a NDIS agreement with the Commonwealth and progress against the 

National Disability Strategy (NDS) 2010-2020. Once the NDIS is fully rolled out all other agreements 

will cease. In this new era of disability services the responsibility of tackling persisting problems, 

such as endemic violence, employability and comorbidity remains vital. Creating inclusive spaces to 

promote the quality of life for all Australians with disability will be a guiding vision. 

https://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/296
http://apo.org.au/system/files/184431/apo-nid184431-972936.pdf
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-31/income-growth-stalls-as-underemployment-soars/10051542?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://www.acoss.org.au/inequality/
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/24497/AHURI_Final_Report_302_Navigating_a_changing_private_rental_sector_opportunities_and_challenges_for_low_income_renters.pdf
https://www.domain.com.au/news/demoralising-and-humiliating-more-older-australians-falling-into-homelessness-20180716-h12nsi-752503/
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/policy/policy-analysis/supporting-older-lower-income-tenants-in-the-private-rental-sector/_nocache
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0028/24499/PES-013-How-low-income-individuals-and-households-access-the-private-rental-sector.pdf
https://theconversation.com/why-rents-not-property-prices-are-best-to-assess-housing-supply-and-need-driven-demand-100383?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2030%202018%20-%20107559558&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2030%202018%20-%20107559558+CID_d31b8b10ec8549d11f3acde349e090aa&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Why%20rents%20not%20property%20prices%20are%20best%20to%20assess%20housing%20supply%20and%20need-driven%20demand
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/policy/policy-analysis/supporting-older-lower-income-tenants-in-the-private-rental-sector/_nocache
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/policy/policy-analysis/supporting-older-lower-income-tenants-in-the-private-rental-sector/_nocache
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-20/two-grandsons-lost-to-suicide-inquiry-regional-mental-health/10013898
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-23/family-speaks-about-kimberley-girls-suicide/10017252?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
http://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/Parliament%5Ccommit.nsf/(Report+Lookup+by+Com+ID)/B7C324463C7E020A4825806E00050947/$file/161114+Aboriginal+Youth+Suicide+Draft+Report+FINAL+with+electronic+signature+17112016.pdf
https://www.watoday.com.au/national/western-australia/wa-parliament-announces-inquiry-into-aboriginal-youth-suicide-rate-20160328-gns8wo.html
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2016/205/1/increasing-indigenous-self-harm-and-suicide-kimberley-audit-2005-2014-data
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-06-27/indigenous-suicide-rates-in-remote-wa-among-worst-in-world/7543698
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-06-27/indigenous-suicide-rates-in-remote-wa-among-worst-in-world/7543698
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-20/mental-health-system-for-young-people-in-wa-broken-critics-say/10015024
https://theconversation.com/how-to-ask-someone-youre-worried-about-if-theyre-thinking-of-suicide-100237?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2025%202018%20-%20107229508&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2025%202018%20-%20107229508+CID_c3aa9c523fea22aaee6c177b9140e19e&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=How%20to%20ask%20someone%20youre%20worried%20about%20if%20theyre%20thinking%20of%20suicide
http://apo.org.au/node/183541
https://www.aracy.org.au/publications-resources/command/download_file/id/361/filename/ARACY_Report_Card_2018.pdf
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/07/New-council-members-sought-to-help-shape-mental-health-in-Western-Australia.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/07/First-regional-community-mental-health-service-to-open-in-WA.aspx
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Community_Affairs/MentalHealthServices
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/07/NDIS-Governance-arrangements-confirmed.aspx
https://www.ndis.gov.au/
http://disability.wa.gov.au/wa-ndis/wa-ndis/
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2018/07/ndis-turns-five-welcomes-wa-scheme/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=4611c128ab-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-4611c128ab-147250173&mc_cid=4611c128ab&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
https://www.ndis.gov.au/about-us/our-sites/WA.html
http://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/disability-agreement#issues
http://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/disability-agreement#issues
https://www.dss.gov.au/our-responsibilities/disability-and-carers/publications-articles/policy-research/national-disability-strategy-2010-2020
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2018/06/royal-commission-allows-social-sector-help-disability-abuse-victims/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=536d42191d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-536d42191d-147250173&mc_cid=536d42191d&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-17/human-rights-commission-report-abuse-of-people-with-a-disability/9998706?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://www.humanrights.gov.au/our-work/disability-rights/publications/future-without-violence-2018
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2018/07/disability-groups-slam-changes-des-program/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=39bd798948-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-39bd798948-147250173&mc_cid=39bd798948&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-20/expiry-ndis-plan-challenged-in-federal-court/10013708
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/07/Pias-Place-a-place-for-everyone.aspx
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2018/07/culture-inclusion-indigenous-people-disability/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=5683dc715f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-5683dc715f-147250173&mc_cid=5683dc715f&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
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A person-centred model for working with veterans 

WA Minister for Veterans Issues, Peter Tinley is providing serving defence force members and 

veterans the opportunity to join a Veterans Advisory Council. April saw the release of the State of 

Homelessness in Australia. A stark statistic was that 450 of over 8,000 people interviewed during a 

seven-year period had served in the defence force. This may not seem significant. But as lead author 

Professor Paul Flatau noted, almost 70% of veterans reported sleeping rough most of the time and 

a high rate of brain injury: “Our hypothesis is that the rate is higher...that we as a society are not 

looking after veterans as we should. This is a story we need to follow through on”. AIHW calls for a 

person-centred approach to understanding the experiences and outcomes of Australia’s veterans. 

This means that the interaction of government policy, services and programs as part of a holistic 

approach will be crucial to supporting our veterans.  

100 Families to tackle disadvantage 

Aligning with WA’s ten-year plan to end homelessness, the 100 Families project was launched this 

month. Inspired by Dame Diane Robertson’s work on tackling poverty in New Zealand, this 

three-year project will engage a broad range of partners with support from the Department of 

Communities. It will gather evidence from families in entrenched disadvantage to gain a better 

understanding of the environment in which it takes place and the changes that occur over time. This 

evidence base is intended to inform improved decision making for policy and practice. Minister 

Simone McGurk noted that this is a unique opportunity to better coordinate the delivery of 

government services in an integrated way. Project partner UnitingCare West states: “the families 

involved will not just be subjects of the research; they will be research partners contributing powerful 

and compelling stories to enable more effective advocacy”. These stories and their voices remind us 

that the most powerful way to create change is to walk side by side with those in need. 

Government Data 

Whose data? Data sharing and privacy reforms 

Following the May budget’s significant investment into the creation of a National Data Commission 

to oversee and facilitate the use of government-held data, the Department of the Prime Minister and 

Cabinet (DPMC) has released a paper for consultation into new data sharing practices. There has 

been feverous debate around the case for Australians to opt in or out of My Health, the new health 

record system coming into effect from October. Acute health concerns and inadequate access to 

timely and appropriate healthcare is a key risk factor for our most vulnerable.  

This is a reminder of the inherent dangers surrounding the storing and sharing of sensitive personal 

information – a DPMC review of Australian government data activities also out this month confirms 

that building community trust and confidence in how public sector data is collected and used is critical 

to these reforms. As data sharing and privacy legislation activities progress in WA it is crucial more 

than ever to be mindful of who is most vulnerable in this ‘brave new world’, and to share, analyse 

and handle personal and community information with the utmost ethical and national standards. 

https://www.dlgc.wa.gov.au/CommunityInitiatives/Pages/Veterans-Support.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/07/Expressions-of-Interest-sought-for-Veterans-Advisory-Council.aspx
http://www.csi.edu.au/research/project/the-state-of-homelessness/
http://www.csi.edu.au/research/project/the-state-of-homelessness/
https://www.watoday.com.au/national/western-australia/rare-report-shows-human-side-of-rough-sleepers-in-perth-and-fremantle-20180411-p4z92h.html
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https://www.endhomelessnesswa.com/strategy
http://wacoss.org.au/news/100-families-project-funding-address-entrenched-disadvantage/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SuNPiC-w2Uc
http://tacklingpovertynz.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/McGuinness-Institute-TacklingPovertyNZ-Dame-Diane-Robertson-Powerpoint.pdf
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https://www.pmc.gov.au/resource-centre/public-data/issues-paper-data-sharing-release-legislation
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-26/my-health-care-privacy-concerns-to-be-addressed-turnbull-says/10039342?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://theconversation.com/my-health-record-the-case-for-opting-in-99850?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2017%202018%20-%20106549445&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2017%202018%20-%20106549445+CID_0f28d3b543597b358622b5cfb073f343&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=My%20Health%20Record%20the%20case%20for%20opting%20in
https://theconversation.com/my-health-record-the-case-for-opting-out-99302?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2017%202018%20-%20106549445&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2017%202018%20-%20106549445+CID_0f28d3b543597b358622b5cfb073f343&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=My%20Health%20Record%20the%20case%20for%20opting%20out
https://www.myhealthrecord.gov.au/
https://grattan.edu.au/report/mapping-primary-care-in-australia/
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2018/07/high-needs-indigenous-patients-waiting-long-services/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=e0f9caf9da-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-e0f9caf9da-147250173&mc_cid=e0f9caf9da&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
https://theconversation.com/poor-and-elderly-australians-let-down-by-ailing-primary-health-system-100586?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2031%202018%20-%20107649570&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2031%202018%20-%20107649570+CID_fe947d02dc50fb1714f2e905e28c0a61&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Poor%20and%20elderly%20Australians%20let%20down%20by%20ailing%20primary%20health%20system
http://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2018-07-31/information-commissioner-health-sector-leads-data-breaches/10052650?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-18/my-health-record-former-digital-transformation-boss-has-concerns/10006788?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
http://apo.org.au/system/files/184261/apo-nid184261-971481.pdf
http://www.jtsi.wa.gov.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/data-linkage-review---terms-of-reference---april-2016.pdf?sfvrsn=6ba36d1c_0
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http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-24/my-health-record-human-rights-commissioner-wants-changes/10028618?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
http://apo.org.au/node/182341
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The Meaning of Home 
With new housing measures in place at a Federal and State level it is timely to revisit the meaning 

of home. This was the topic of a ‘deep dive’ session in this year’s UWA Social Impact Summit. 

Anglicare’s 2017 State of the Family Report defined home as a place “of safety;…to dwell;..for 

caring;…healing; [and]…to be yourself”. Likewise, Canada’s landmark National Housing Strategy 

sees homes as “liveable communities where families thrive, children learn and grow, and their 

parents have the stability and opportunities they need to succeed”. There is growing evidence that 

housing alone is not sufficient to achieve these outcomes. Developing an understanding of the 

complex interrelationship between wellbeing and housing is key. Perhaps the essence of a “healthy 

home” in simple terms, regardless of the physical form it takes, is defined by the interconnectedness 

of its occupants and its foundations in both the built and broader environmental context. 

Hot off the Press 
 ACOSS; UNSW. Inequality in Australia 2018.  

 AHRC. A Future without Violence: Quality, Safeguarding and Oversight to Prevent and Address 
Violence Against People with Disability in Institutional Settings. 

 AHURI. Supporting Older Lower Income Tenants in the Private Rental Sector. 

 AIC. Understanding and Preventing the Onset of Child Sexual Abuse in Adolescence and 
Adulthood; Co-Offending Among Young Homicide Offenders in Australia. 

 AIHW. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Organisations: Online Services Report; 
Overlap Between Youth Justice Supervision and Alcohol and Other Drug Treatment Services. 

 ANAO. The Implementation and Performance of the Cashless Debit Card Trial. 

 ANROWS. National Risk Assessment Principles for Domestic and Family Violence. 

 ASIC. Credit Card Lending in Australia. 

 CCYP (Victoria). Aboriginal Cultural Rights in Youth Justice Centres. 

 Department of Health. Future Reform: An Integrated Care at Home Program to Support Older 
Australians. 

 Melbourne Institute of Applied Economic and Social Research. The Household, Income and 
Labour Dynamics in Australia Survey: Selected Findings from Waves 1 to 16. 

 Murdoch Children's Research Institute. Place-Based Collective Impact: An Australian Response 
to Childhood Vulnerability. 

 Our Watch. Changing the Picture: A National Resource to Support the Prevention of Violence 
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For more communities related resources, visit our website: 

http://www.housing.wa.gov.au/aboutus/researchandreports/Pages/default.aspx 
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