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Welcome to our June issue of ResearchPress. This month we take a ‘global-local’ focus, as we 

explore how we can apply international and national standards for equality, access and wellbeing 

across Communities’ core portfolio areas.  

Rethinking prosperity and planning for inclusion 
How can we ‘flip the script’ on inequality? A number of key global and national studies this month 

have highlighted the many faces missing out on basic rights takes. A common thread is the 

importance of designing sustainable primary support systems, places and homes to ensure our 

vulnerable groups have equity of access, participation and safety for wellbeing outcomes. 

The World Inequality Lab’s latest report finds that despite its historically lower levels of inequality 

compared with other nations since 1980, Australia is now showing similar trends: the global top 

1% of earners has captured twice as much growth as the 50% poorest individuals, and the global 

middle class has been squeezed. The report proposes changes to the tax system and clamping 

down on tax evasion to rise to the challenge of inequality. 

CEDA recently polled Australians on their views of the nation’s economy, finding an “economic 

disconnect”. Only 5% stated they have personally benefited from 26 years of uninterrupted growth, 

and 79% believe the gap between the richest and poorest Australians is unacceptable. Access to 

stable and affordable housing, reliable low cost essential services and reduced violence in homes 

and communities are among the top things that Australians want for our country.  

Building sustainable cities and communities will require more than managing economic levers – it 

will need governments to uphold suitable standards for inclusion, equality and wellbeing. The 

Australian government has released its first report on its progress against the UN’s Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDG) for 2030. Foreign Minister Julie Bishop affirmed the nation’s commitment 

to the 17 goals as a “true global blueprint for a sustainable future for our planet, our communities, 

our families and our economies”. This commitment is not an easy one, and a number of challenges 

still lie ahead despite good progress being made in some areas. Perhaps most important is the need 

for new models of partnership between government, industry and communities. 

A study has found that larger cities are associated with greater inequality in Australia and the US. It 

calls for the need to think about inequality beyond economic growth; this means viewing planning 

and design in ways that involve all pockets of the community, regardless of income. Urban planning 

for the 21st century must focus on the equitable development of cities of all sizes. It must be forward 

thinking on a number of fronts, including: safety and gender considerations; diversification strategies 

that meet the needs of different tenure profiles; and planning that promotes social cohesion in a way 

that meets the challenge of increasing both cultural diversity and housing density. 

http://apo.org.au/node/176436
http://www.ceda.com.au/CEDA/media/General/Publication/PDFs/CEDA-Comm-Pulse-June-2018-Final_reduced_1.pdf
http://www.ceda.com.au/CEDA/media/General/Publication/PDFs/CEDA-Comm-Pulse-June-2018-Final_reduced_1.pdf
https://www.themandarin.com.au/94772-australian-community-suffering-from-economic-disconnect-ceda-poll/?utm_campaign=TheJuice&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
http://apo.org.au/node/176606
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2018/06/australias-sdg-report-card-shows-commitment-goals/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=dc58447229-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-dc58447229-147250173&mc_cid=dc58447229&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
https://theconversation.com/australia-must-embrace-transformation-for-a-sustainable-future-98457?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%2019%202018%20-%20104459217&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%2019%202018%20-%20104459217+CID_512b1f54667be8acb105df0ed5669097&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Australia%20must%20embrace%20transformation%20for%20a%20sustainable%20future
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/2399808318766070
https://theconversation.com/aim-for-cities-of-all-sizes-to-give-everyone-a-fair-go-94657?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%2018%202018%20-%20104369208&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%2018%202018%20-%20104369208+CID_1f360841484b5aeec7ee20305e28fec2&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Aim%20for%20cities%20of%20all%20sizes%20to%20give%20everyone%20a%20fair%20go
https://theconversation.com/to-design-safer-parks-for-women-city-planners-must-listen-to-their-stories-98317?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%2018%202018%20-%20104369208&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%2018%202018%20-%20104369208+CID_1f360841484b5aeec7ee20305e28fec2&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=To%20design%20safer%20parks%20for%20women%20city%20planners%20must%20listen%20to%20their%20stories
https://theurbandeveloper.com/articles/thinking-outside-the-box-why-innovation-is-crucial-for-developers?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=190618%20WORLD&utm_content=190618%20WORLD+CID_12edc3839f4f2e72cf2d08031c1b34f8&utm_source=email&utm_term=Thinking%20Outside%20the%20Box%20Why%20Innovation%20Is%20Crucial%20for%20Developers
https://theconversation.com/higher-density-and-diversity-apartments-are-australia-at-its-most-multicultural-97176?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%2019%202018%20-%20104459217&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%2019%202018%20-%20104459217+CID_512b1f54667be8acb105df0ed5669097&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Higher%20density%20and%20diversity%20apartments%20are%20Australia%20at%20its%20most%20multicultural
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Government and Politics 

Income tax cuts and gender equity  

The Turnbull government has hailed the passing of its plan to slash income tax by $144 billion over 

the next seven years as a ‘win for working families’. But contention on its impacts on struggling 

families in light of broader economic, age and state-by-state factors remains. Working parents are 

particularly vulnerable to policy settings that affect their take-home pay. The Child Care Subsidy, 

another new measure which came into effect on 1 July, has been critiqued for its potential drawbacks 

for some families. Despite the promise of more equitable outcomes for low income families under 

the cuts, persistent differences between men and women in workforce participation, wages and carer 

responsibilities will impact redistribution. Developing mechanisms to protect the large number of 

Australian women in the part-time labour market will be integral to achieving income equality. 

Banking Royal Commission 

The fourth round of public hearings at the Banking Royal Commission has commenced, focusing on 

issues affecting Australians in rural and remote communities. The first case studies this round have 

been on farming finance. A common theme across these case studies has been whether the actions 

of banks and financiers has fallen below community standards and expectations, highlighting the 

social license to operate that banks rely on. The evidence given at these hearings also shows the 

effects of power and information imbalances between the lenders and borrowers.  

State Affordable Housing Action Plan 

This month has seen the launch of WA’s Affordable Housing Action Plan 2017-18 to 2019-20, with 

the expansion of transitional housing into the Pilbara a key regional priority. Underpinned by the 

principles of “People, Place and Home”, the Plan has been welcomed by peak bodies. 

Remote housing 

WA has announced a national public campaign, 'Don't Walk Away', to pressure the Federal 

Government to not abandon 165 remote communities in the State. The previous agreement between 

the WA Government and Commonwealth for remote communities funding expired on 30 June 2018. 

Ongoing talks between State and Commonwealth officials have failed to deliver a new agreement at 

this point. In a joint media release by Minister Peter Tinley and Treasurer Ben Wyatt, the McGowan 

Government confirmed its commitment to supporting remote communities across the State.  

Society and Community 

Crowding, housing and health in Australian cities 

The equitable provision of social and affordable housing remains a key priority for meeting Australia’s 

sustainable development goals and related targets. 2016 census data revealed severe overcrowding 

is the largest form of homelessness and a persistent concern for Indigenous groups. Defined as a 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-22/government-celebrates-on-tax-fights-on-energy-michelle-grattan/9897580?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_features_articlelink
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-21/income-tax-cuts-pass/9893376?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
http://apo.org.au/node/176121
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-05-11/budget-2018-income-tax-brackets-explained/9747794
http://apo.org.au/node/174821
https://theconversation.com/who-gets-what-who-pays-for-it-how-incomes-taxes-and-benefits-work-out-for-australians-98627?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%2025%202018%20-%20104919264&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%2025%202018%20-%20104919264+CID_6cccbec4766abe7f35a95ae01e2c0b9e&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Who%20gets%20what%20Who%20pays%20for%20it%20How%20incomes%20taxes%20and%20benefits%20work%20out%20for%20Australians
https://www.education.gov.au/child-care-subsidy-combined-family-income-0
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-01/child-care-subsidy-changes-what-you-need-to-know/9924950?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_features_articlelink
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-13/child-care-subsidy-will-leave-many-families-worse-off/9859876?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-25/childcare-payment-changes-may-mean-more-grandparent-carers/9898212?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://theconversation.com/mothers-have-little-to-show-for-extra-days-of-work-under-new-tax-changes-98467?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%2020%202018%20-%20104549227&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%2020%202018%20-%20104549227+CID_9912a42e31a6ca94514aeb389b6fcd3b&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Mothers%20have%20little%20to%20show%20for%20extra%20days%20of%20work%20under%20new%20tax%20changes
https://data.oecd.org/chart/5d3a
http://bcec.edu.au/publications/bcec-monthly-labour-market-update-may-2018/
https://financialservices.royalcommission.gov.au/public-hearings/Pages/default.aspx
http://apo.org.au/node/176811
https://financialservices.royalcommission.gov.au/public-hearings/Pages/round-4-hearings.aspx
https://theconversation.com/royal-commission-shows-bank-lenders-dont-get-farming-and-rural-economies-pay-the-price-99086?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%202%202018%20-%20105419327&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%202%202018%20-%20105419327+CID_6986dcef19b92a8a5f4c213fa8f81b61&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Royal%20commission%20shows%20bank%20lenders%20dont%20get%20farming%20and%20rural%20economies%20pay%20the%20price
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-26/banking-royal-commission-live-blog/9909968?section=business
https://www.smh.com.au/business/banking-and-finance/grazier-tells-of-very-intimidating-nab-debt-mediation-20180629-p4zojf.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-28/banking-royal-commission-bankwest--breached-code-of-conduct/9921402?section=business
http://www.housing.wa.gov.au/ahap
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/06/Affordable-Housing-Action-Plan-unveiled-as-transitional-housing-expands-to-the-Pilbara.aspx
http://wahousinghub.org.au/display/NEWS/2018/06/27/Affordable+Housing+Action+Plan+unveiled
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/06/Remote-communities-campaign-calls-on-Commonwealth-for-a-fair-go.aspx
http://www.dontwalkaway.wa.gov.au/
https://www.watoday.com.au/politics/western-australia/clock-runs-down-on-funding-deal-for-wa-s-remote-aboriginal-communities-20180626-p4znvx.html
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/06/Deadline-looms-to-strike-remote-communities-deal.aspx
https://thewest.com.au/news/north-west-telegraph/transitional-housing-boost-for-aboriginal-families-ng-b88878629z
https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/nitv-news/article/2018/06/28/war-words-continue-remote-housing-funding-deadline-looms
http://apo.org.au/node/176606
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/indigenous-australians/closing-the-gap-targets-2017-analysis-of-progress/contents/summary
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/policy/ahuri-briefs/how-homelessness-changed-between-2011-2016
https://www.launchhousing.org.au/AustralianHomelessnessMonitor
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0013/2029/AHURI_Final_Report_No194_Australian_Indigenous_house_crowding.pdf
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dwelling too small for the size and composition of the household living in it, data on Housing 

Assistance in Australia found between 4% and 24% of dwellings were considered overcrowded.  

A study has found a strong correlation between overcrowding and socioeconomic disadvantage, 

with the strongest presence in middle-city areas overall. Far from being just an affordability issue 

overcrowding has broader health impacts, including increased spread of infections, lack of privacy 

and an inability to care adequately for sick household members. In Perth (as well as Brisbane and 

Adelaide), there is a notable absence of the highest levels of severe overcrowding present in Sydney 

and Melbourne, perhaps partly testament to more affordable rentals in these cities.  

Measuring overcrowding is complex. It must be culturally sensitive to diverse ways of household use 

of space and living. Current metrics also ignore non-bedroom-related uses of housing which have 

much to teach us about the importance of shared use of space for kinship based cultures. Responses 

to overcrowding must be part of broader initiatives aimed at delivering resilient infrastructure that 

targets a range of outcomes for promoting inclusive and liveable cities.  

Caring for our elders 

A study has found dementia sufferers in aged-care facilities that provide home-like care have better 

quality of life and fewer hospitalisations than those living in more standard facilities. Such alternative 

models of residential care are receiving increased traction internationally. But Australia is not 

keeping up with this pace, according to the research. This comes as pleas for better aged care are 

becoming more vocal in light of increasing reports of neglect. This month saw the convening of the 

WA-first elder abuse summit, coinciding with World Elder Abuse Awareness Day. The State 

Government has secured a lead role in developing a National Plan on Elder Abuse as part of its 

broader commitment to building age-friendly communities across WA. 

Productivity Commissioner Stephen King spoke this month of the emphasis on user choice driving 

human services reforms, and how these might empower older Australians to remain independent 

and in control of how and where they live. As highlighted in May’s Budget 2018 issue, the Federal 

Government’s substantial investment in transforming Australia’s aged care sector is a welcome step 

to ensuring regulatory, health and wider societal standards are met for our ageing population. 

Protecting Australia's children 

The Federal government has responded to the findings of the Royal Commission into Institutional 

Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. It will establish a National Office for Child Safety and issue a 

formal apology to victims in October. The Royal Commission’s horrific details will have flow-on 

impacts on legislation, child protection and community attitudes. States, including WA, Territories, 

churches and major youth organisations have committed to the National Redress Scheme, which 

will provide survivors from all walks of life options for legal action, support services and 

compensation. This will be the start of a long healing process not only for individuals, but institutions, 

as the focus shifts to creating child-centred structures that protect and foster children’s wellbeing. 

As part of its official response WA has stated “keeping children safe is the highest priority”. This 

coincides with the release of the National Framework for Protecting Australia's Children which 

https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/housing-assistance/housing-assistance-in-australia-2018/contents/overcrowding-and-underutilisation
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/housing-assistance/housing-assistance-in-australia-2018/contents/overcrowding-and-underutilisation
http://apo.org.au/node/178836
https://profile.id.com.au/perth/seifa-disadvantage
http://apo.org.au/node/179001
https://theconversation.com/overcrowded-housing-looms-as-a-challenge-for-our-cities-96110?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%2020%202018%20-%20104549227&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%2020%202018%20-%20104549227+CID_9912a42e31a6ca94514aeb389b6fcd3b&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Overcrowded%20housing%20looms%20as%20a%20challenge%20for%20our%20cities
https://uofmpress.ca/books/detail/indigenous-homelessness
http://infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/policy-publications/publications/Australian-Infrastructure-Plan.aspx
https://cities.infrastructure.gov.au/perth-city-deal
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2018/208/10/clustered-domestic-residential-aged-care-australia-fewer-hospitalisations-and?utm_source=carousel&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=homepage
https://theconversation.com/caring-for-elderly-australians-in-a-home-like-setting-can-reduce-hospital-visits-97451?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%204%202018%20-%20103249093&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%204%202018%20-%20103249093+CID_283a8e2d929a46b44b455fc08b8056c4&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Caring%20for%20elderly%20Australians%20in%20a%20home-like%20setting%20can%20reduce%20hospital%20visits
https://thewest.com.au/news/kalgoorlie-miner/aunty-gails-health-plea-ng-b88855706z
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-03/mandated-nurse-to-resident-ratios/9820452?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://www.perthnow.com.au/news/wa/elder-abuse-awareness-believed-to-be-behind-soaring-reports-to-advocare-ng-b88868702z
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/06/Landmark-summit-to-tackle-growing-scourge-of-elder-abuse.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/06/World-Elder-Abuse-Awareness-Day-shining-a-light-on-hidden-exploitation.aspx
https://www.attorneygeneral.gov.au/Media/Pages/National-Plan-to-address-elder-abuse.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/06/McGowan-Government-working-to-make-WA-more-age-friendly.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/06/Funding-to-boost-regional-aged-accommodation.aspx
http://www.pc.gov.au/news-media/speeches/human-services
http://www.housing.wa.gov.au/HousingDocuments/ResearchPress_May_2018.pdf
https://agedcare.health.gov.au/ageing-and-aged-care-aged-care-reform/why-is-aged-care-changing
http://apo.org.au/node/176271
https://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/final-report
https://theconversation.com/turnbull-government-to-give-national-apology-to-victims-of-child-sexual-abuse-98245?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%2014%202018%20-%20104109178&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%2014%202018%20-%20104109178+CID_a7b2a56839804e1ca86353ddc80ce7ff&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Turnbull%20government%20to%20give%20national%20apology%20to%20victims%20of%20child%20sexual%20abuse
https://theconversation.com/government-response-to-child-abuse-royal-commission-is-positive-but-will-need-to-go-beyond-an-apology-98243?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%2014%202018%20-%20104109178&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%2014%202018%20-%20104109178+CID_a7b2a56839804e1ca86353ddc80ce7ff&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Government%20response%20to%20child%20abuse%20royal%20commission%20is%20positive%20but%20will%20need%20to%20go%20beyond%20an%20apology
https://theconversation.com/government-response-to-child-abuse-royal-commission-is-positive-but-will-need-to-go-beyond-an-apology-98243?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%2014%202018%20-%20104109178&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%2014%202018%20-%20104109178+CID_a7b2a56839804e1ca86353ddc80ce7ff&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Government%20response%20to%20child%20abuse%20royal%20commission%20is%20positive%20but%20will%20need%20to%20go%20beyond%20an%20apology
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/06/WA-to-sign-up-to-National-Redress-Scheme.aspx
https://www.dss.gov.au/national-redress-scheme-for-people-who-have-experienced-institutional-child-sexual-abuse
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-29/national-redress-scheme-child-abuse-survivor/9915390?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
http://insidestory.org.au/creating-child-centred-institutions/
http://www.occ.org.nz/listening2kids/child-centred/
https://www.dpc.wa.gov.au/ProjectsandSpecialEvents/Royal-Commission/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/06/WA-responds-to-Royal-Commission-and-signs-up-to-National-Redress-Scheme.aspx
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/child-protection/nfpac/contents/summary
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includes updated child protection indicators and safety and wellbeing measures. The Department of 

Communities will work with the government to implement the Royal Commission recommendations. 

A suite of early intervention and family support reforms will facilitate an integrated response to 

protecting children’s rights and whole-of-life outcomes on a State and national level. 

Do I belong? Indigenous schooling and employment outcomes 

Educational disadvantage has long been linked to poor employment outcomes, particularly for 

Indigenous Australians. CAEPR’s analysis of the 2016 census finds that Indigenous youth are less 

likely to be employed or studying than their non-Indigenous counterparts. But there are positive signs 

emerging, with increases in educational participation and employment seeing fewer Indigenous 

youth disengaged from work and study. With a well-established correlation between early access to 

educational opportunities and broader wellbeing later in life, cementing a strong sense of belonging 

for students most likely to fall through the cracks is critical. The Australian Council for Educational 

Research finds that Australian students, on average, report a poorer sense of belonging at school 

compared to students across the OECD. This is especially the case for Indigenous students, 

students in remote schools and low socioeconomic areas. With a strong focus on quality education, 

reduced inequalities, and decent work and economic growth as part of our sustainable development 

goals, fostering a sense of belonging is set to be important for Australian schools. 

Technology and Society 

Culture, technology and violence 

Addressing family and domestic violence is a key priority for the State Government. A study on legal 

responses to non-consensual smartphone recordings shows how technology can be “a sword and 

shield for victims” in this mission. CCTV cameras and GPS tracking devices, for example, can alert 

victims and authorities if an abuser is approaching. This showcases the enduring interplay of culture 

and violence. Policies, programs and legislation need to keep up with technological sophistication, 

which may serve as an ally to fostering safety and wellbeing for women, children and families. 

Looking Abroad 

Housing as a human right 

Following on from the launch of its National Housing Strategy (NHS) in November 2017, Canada 

has announced its strategy to reduce chronic homelessness by 50% over the next ten years. A key 

component of Canada’s NHS was introducing legislation that would progressively implement the 

right of every Canadian to access adequate housing in line with global human rights covenants. In 

Australia there is increasing recognition of housing as a fundamental human right and calls for a 

National Strategy of our own; but there is more to be done. Perhaps, as Kristy Muir, suggests, “we 

need to think about a new type of leadership, and redistribution of power” to solve the age-old 

problem of poverty. We need to ask: “how do we get a fairer, more inclusive society?” 

https://www.dcp.wa.gov.au/ChildrenInCare/Pages/CPFSReformProjects.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/06/WA-calls-on-Turnbull-Government-to-better-support-foster-and-grand-carers.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/06/Supporting-safer-stronger-families-in-regional-areas.aspx
http://ceda.com.au/CEDA/media/General/Publication/PDFs/CEDA-How-unequal-Insights-on-inequality-April-2018-FINAL_WEB.pdf
https://www.dss.gov.au/publications-articles/research-publications/occasional-paper-series/number-53-contexts-of-disadvantage
http://caepr.cass.anu.edu.au/research/publications/indigenous-youth-employment-and-school-work-transition
http://caepr.cass.anu.edu.au/research/publications/employment-outcomes
https://research.acer.edu.au/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1031&context=ozpisa
https://theconversation.com/many-australian-school-students-feel-they-dont-belong-in-school-new-research-97866?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%207%202018%20-%20103529121&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%207%202018%20-%20103529121+CID_18f74f8c4d730258a74c19bac25267c4&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Many%20Australian%20school%20students%20feel%20they%20dont%20belong%20in%20school%20new%20research
http://apo.org.au/node/180271
http://apo.org.au/system/files/176606/apo-nid176606-799671.pdf
http://apo.org.au/system/files/176606/apo-nid176606-799671.pdf
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/06/Family-and-domestic-violence-support-boosted-in-Perths-south-east.aspx
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/journals/UNSWLJ/2018/7.html
https://theconversation.com/technology-is-both-a-weapon-and-a-shield-for-those-experiencing-domestic-violence-97776?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%2018%202018%20-%20104369208&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%2018%202018%20-%20104369208+CID_1f360841484b5aeec7ee20305e28fec2&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Technology%20is%20both%20a%20weapon%20and%20a%20shield%20for%20those%20experiencing%20domestic%20violence
https://theconversation.com/technology-is-both-a-weapon-and-a-shield-for-those-experiencing-domestic-violence-97776?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%2018%202018%20-%20104369208&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20June%2018%202018%20-%20104369208+CID_1f360841484b5aeec7ee20305e28fec2&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Technology%20is%20both%20a%20weapon%20and%20a%20shield%20for%20those%20experiencing%20domestic%20violence
https://www.commerce.wa.gov.au/consumer-protection/family-violence-prevention
https://www.placetocallhome.ca/
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/news/2018/06/reaching-home-canadas-homelessness-strategy.html
https://chra-achru.ca/en/news/submission-to-the-consultation-on-a-progressive-human-rights-based-approach-to-housing
http://www.csi.edu.au/media/STATE_OF_HOMELESSNESS_REPORT_FINAL.pdf
https://www.thefifthestate.com.au/innovation/residential-2/another-wake-up-call-on-australias-homelessness-and-affordable-housing-crisis/99599?mc_cid=8cbc0f87e2&mc_eid=01caf75e9a
https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/housing-is-meant-to-be-a-right-but-in-australia-it-is-becoming-a-privilege-20180614-p4zlit.html
http://www.csi.edu.au/about-csi/our-people/kristy-muir/
https://www.themandarin.com.au/94592-marshmallows-leadership-and-moral-courage/
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Hot off the Press 
 AHURI. How Does Australia Compare When it Comes to Security of Tenure for Renters? The 

Risk of Homelessness for Young People Exiting Foster Care. 

 AIC. Targeting Repeat Domestic Violence: Assessing Short Term Risk of Reoffending. 

 Anglicare Australia. Paying the Price of Welfare Reform: The Experiences of Anglicare Staff and 
Clients in Interacting with Centrelink. 

 Australian Indigenous HealthInfoNet. Overview of ATSI Health Status 2017. 

 BMC. Changes in Healthcare Use Among Individuals Who Move into Public Housing: A 
Population-Based Investigation. 

 Centre for Alcohol Policy Research. The Association Between State of Origin and Assaults in 
Two Australian States. 

 City Futures Research Centre. Australian National Strata Data 2018. 

 Committee for Perth. Greater Perth’s Economic Base: A Comparative Assessment. 

 Council to Homeless Persons. Housing First: Permanent Supportive Housing – Ending Chronic 
Homelessness. 

 Current Issues in Criminal Justice. Navigating the Political Landscape of Australian Criminal 
Justice Reform: Senior Policy-Makers on Alternatives to Incarceration. 

 Digital Ethnography Research Centre. Cyber Safety in Remote Aboriginal Communities. 

 Domestic Violence Death Review Team (NSW). Australian Domestic and Family Violence Death 
Review Network: 2018 Data Report. 

 DSS. Supported School Transport and the National Disability Insurance Scheme. 

 Infrastructure Australia. Making Reform Happen: Using Incentives to Drive a New Era of 
Infrastructure Reform. 

 International Journal of Housing Markets and Analysis. Investigating the Cost of Offsite 
Construction Housing in Western Australia. 

 Ipsos. Understanding the Digital Behaviours of Older Australians. 

 Mission Australia; Reach Out Australia. Lifting the Weight: Understanding Young People’s 
Mental Health and Service Needs in Regional and Remote Australia. 

 Office of the Prime Minister’s Chief Science Advisor (New Zealand). It’s Never Too Early, Never 
Too Late: A Discussion Paper on Preventing Youth Offending in New Zealand. 

 Parliamentary Library and Information Service. Labour Rights in the Gig Economy: An Explainer. 

 Summer Foundation. NDIS Report Card June 2018. 

 The Foundation for Young Australians. The New Work Reality. 

 The University of Melbourne. Investigating the Costs and Benefits of the Melbourne Apartments 
Project, Transforming Housing: Phase One Report. 

For more housing related resources, visit our website: 

http://www.housing.wa.gov.au/aboutus/researchandreports/Pages/default.aspx 

https://www.ahuri.edu.au/policy/ahuri-briefs/how-does-australia-compare-when-it-comes-to-security-of-tenure-for-renters
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/policy/ahuri-briefs/risk-of-homelessness-for-young-people-exiting-foster-care
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/policy/ahuri-briefs/risk-of-homelessness-for-young-people-exiting-foster-care
http://apo.org.au/node/175291
http://apo.org.au/node/179596
http://apo.org.au/node/179596
http://apo.org.au/node/176836
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-018-3109-7
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-018-3109-7
http://fare.org.au/domestic-violence-surge-state-of-origin-game-leaves-women-and-children-battered-and-bruised/
http://fare.org.au/domestic-violence-surge-state-of-origin-game-leaves-women-and-children-battered-and-bruised/
http://apo.org.au/node/174131
https://www.committeeforperth.com.au/news-and-publications/news/2018/feature-article-factbase-bulletin-59-greater-perths-economic-base-a-comparative-assessment
http://chp.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/FINAL-180606-Housing-First-2018-6-June.pdf?mc_cid=2bb6b2910a&mc_eid=6728f2b724
http://chp.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/FINAL-180606-Housing-First-2018-6-June.pdf?mc_cid=2bb6b2910a&mc_eid=6728f2b724
http://apo.org.au/node/179226
http://apo.org.au/node/179226
http://apo.org.au/node/172076
http://apo.org.au/node/174811
http://apo.org.au/node/174811
http://apo.org.au/node/175216
http://apo.org.au/node/175656
http://apo.org.au/node/175656
http://nrl.northumbria.ac.uk/34533/
http://nrl.northumbria.ac.uk/34533/
http://apo.org.au/node/174271
http://apo.org.au/node/180271
http://apo.org.au/node/180271
http://apo.org.au/node/176476
http://apo.org.au/node/176476
http://apo.org.au/node/178956
https://www.summerfoundation.org.au/resources/ndis-report-card-june-2018/
https://www.fya.org.au/report/the-new-work-reality/
https://msd.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/2800599/Investigating-the-costs-and-benefits-of-the-Melbourne-Apartments-Project.pdf
https://msd.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/2800599/Investigating-the-costs-and-benefits-of-the-Melbourne-Apartments-Project.pdf
http://www.housing.wa.gov.au/aboutus/researchandreports/Pages/default.aspx

