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Welcome to our October issue of ResearchPress. This month we look at the value of affordable and 

inclusive housing, update on Royal Commissions in aged care and child sexual abuse, and focus on 

mental health as a catalyst for wider socioeconomic participation.  

The Value of Home: Renting in WA and Australia 
Housing is recognised as a foundation to stabilise wellbeing, construct functioning communities and 

facilitate social mobility. Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre (BCEC) research this month highlights 

the importance of delivering quality and secure rental housing, as private rental becomes a dominant 

destination for many Australians.  

BCEC has looked at public perceptions of quality and affordability through analysis of 2016 census 

data and a survey of 3,182 Australian private renters. The report found significant disruption and 

lack of security in the private rental market to be key issues for renters. Another recent study revealed 

families who are renting are more likely to experience housing affordability stress than those paying 

off a mortgage. At the report’s launch, Housing Minister Peter Tinley discussed the need to co-create 

solutions for structural reforms and identify challenges and opportunities, including subsidising 

affordable housing. 

Older Australians are particularly vulnerable to housing stress, especially the growing number of 

women renting in retirement. BCEC’s research found there are growing rates of older private renters 

who have either fallen out of home ownership or never owned a property. Notably, around one in 

five older renters pay more than 60% of their income towards rent. Long term leases, modifying stock 

to facilitate ageing in place, and better links between seniors’ organisations and the private rental 

market are some reforms that can serve as protective barriers and poverty transitions. 

In addition, a new collaborative report led by the Centre for Social Impact brings home the critical 

link between housing affordability and homelessness. According to the report, private rental housing 

has the worst incidence of affordability problems in the housing system: across Australia, six in ten 

low‐income households who were renting in the private market in 2015‐16 were in housing stress or 

housing crisis. The report also notes the concerning finding that while older people have a lower 

prevalence of homelessness than the rest of the general population, they experienced the fastest 

growing rate of homelessness between 2006 and 2016.  

The risks for many of our renters are real. Policies will need to support tenants right to a home – and 

separate the meaning of home from the traditional concept of ‘home ownership’.  

 

https://sbenrc.com.au/research-programs/1-41/
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/296?utm_source=website&utm_medium=homepage&utm_campaign=featurepanel
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/296?utm_source=website&utm_medium=homepage&utm_campaign=featurepanel
http://bcec.edu.au/publications/the-private-rental-sector-in-australia/
https://aifs.gov.au/media-releases/children-growing-families-under-housing-stress
http://bcec.edu.au/events/australias-private-rental-market-quality-security-and-affordability/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=BCEC%20Housing%20Workshop%20Invitation%20-%20Australias%20Private%20Rental%20Market%20Quality%20Security%20and%20Affordability%20-%209%20October%202018&utm_content=BCEC%20Housing%20Workshop%20Invitation%20-%20Australias%20Private%20Rental%20Market%20Quality%20Security%20and%20Affordability%20-%209%20October%202018+CID_a2f15c707a987c8bffabc16fb625d79b&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=REGISTER
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/perth/programs/focus/affordable-housing/10365520
https://theconversation.com/to-make-housing-more-affordable-this-is-what-state-governments-need-to-do-105050?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%201%202018%20-%201149910381&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%201%202018%20-%201149910381+CID_bc6c766a4fa3370f3e79fad955e9ec43&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=To%20make%20housing%20more%20affordable%20this%20is%20what%20state%20governments%20need%20to%20do
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/286?utm_source=website&utm_medium=homepage&utm_campaign=featurepanel
https://theconversation.com/please-not-another-super-scheme-mr-keating-its-what-the-pension-is-for-105666
http://bcec.edu.au/publications/older-renters-in-the-western-australian-private-rental-sector/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=New%20Research%20Released%20-%20Australias%20Private%20Rental%20Market%20Quality%20Security%20and%20Affordability&utm_content=New%20Research%20Released%20-%20Australias%20Private%20Rental%20Market%20Quality%20Security%20and%20Affordability+CID_730381b910355cf1544f65ac01757de9&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=DOWNLOAD
http://amplify.csi.edu.au/amplify-insights/
https://theconversation.com/ideas-of-home-and-ownership-in-australia-might-explain-the-neglect-of-renters-rights-104849?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%201%202018%20-%201149910381&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%201%202018%20-%201149910381+CID_bc6c766a4fa3370f3e79fad955e9ec43&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Ideas%20of%20home%20and%20ownership%20in%20Australia%20might%20explain%20the%20neglect%20of%20renters%20rights
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Government and Politics 

Aged Care Royal Commission update 

Following the establishment of a Royal Commission into Aged Care Quality and Safety, Prime 

Minister Scott Morrison has announced its Terms of Reference. Described as “deliberately broad”, 

the terms of the inquiry prioritise the quality of aged care services. The focus will be on people with 

disabilities residing in aged care facilities, including younger people, and dementia sufferers.  

Aged care groups welcome the inquiry but continue to advocate for immediate reforms in the sector, 

such as shorter waiting times for home care packages. Increasing challenges faced by both our 

ageing population – poverty, ageing in place, housing insecurity, chronic disease – and the sector – 

funding insecurity, understaffing, burnout – are likely to surface throughout the inquiry. Recently 

appointed royal commissioners WA Supreme Court judge Joseph McGrath and former APS 

Commissioner Lynelle Briggs are expected to hear some sobering stories over the next 18 months.  

Equally, the inquiry is intended to contribute to the development of person-centred, innovative and 

sustainable models of care. Recommendations for securing the future of good ageing for Australians 

from this, and other national (such as the Report on the Inquiry into the Quality of Care in Residential 

Aged Care Facilities in Australia finalised this month) and international learnings, are expected. The 

Royal Commission's interim report is due by 31 October 2019 and its final report by 30 April 2020. 

Events such as National Carers Week and Seniors Week coming up in November are occasions to 

support and celebrate the resilience of many ageing Australians, carers and aged care services. 

National apology to victims of institutional child sexual abuse 

As one Royal Commission starts, another has come to an end. On 22 October 2018 Prime Minister 

Scott Morrison delivered a national apology to victims and survivors of institutional child sexual 

abuse, following the final report submitted to the Australian Government on 15 December 2017. As 

the first State to issue a formal apology, WA has been an avid supporter of the Royal Commission. 

The Department of Communities is responsible for 104 of the 289 recommendations accepted by 

the State and is playing a key role in the development of a staged implementation framework. The 

WA Government will report annually on its progress in implementing the recommendations.  

Business and Economy 

Employment, education and socioeconomic mobility 

A healthy workforce is essential to a well-functioning economy. The Australian Council of Social 

Service suggests that more needs to be done to support job seekers’ transition into suitable 

employment. Similarly, Anglicare highlights the employment barriers faced by those most vulnerable. 

The economic effect of investment in education is often underestimated. Education provides a 

pathway to employment and recent investment in the vocational education sector will ensure quality 

post-school options for students other than tertiary education. The Centre for Aboriginal Economic 

https://www.pm.gov.au/media/royal-commission-aged-care-quality-and-safety
https://agedcare.royalcommission.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx
https://agedcare.royalcommission.gov.au/Pages/Terms-of-reference.aspx
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-09/terms-of-reference-released-for-aged-care-royal-commission/10354672?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://theconversation.com/what-is-quality-in-aged-care-heres-what-studies-and-our-readers-say-104852?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%2024%202018%20-%201143610308&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%2024%202018%20-%201143610308+CID_18202fa52543fae627c7c45a2ab4c7ce&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=What%20is%20quality%20in%20aged%20care%20Heres%20what%20studies%20and%20our%20readers%20say
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/pm/royal-commission:-aged-care-groups-urge-immediate-change/10356862
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/aged-care-sector-reform-urgent-says-group
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2018/10/concerns-wait-time-home-care-packages/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=264aa2d286-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-264aa2d286-147250173&mc_cid=264aa2d286&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
https://www.acoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/ACOSS_Poverty-in-Australia-Report_Web-Final.pdf
https://www.pc.gov.au/research/completed/housing-decisions-older-australians/housing-decisions-older-australians.pdf
http://bcec.edu.au/publications/older-renters-in-the-western-australian-private-rental-sector/
http://apo.org.au/system/files/189966/apo-nid189966-997441.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-16/fact-check-did-the-government-cut-aged-care-funding/10363758?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
http://theconversation.com/want-to-improve-care-in-nursing-homes-mandate-minimum-staffing-levels-104393
https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/national/western-australia/it-is-a-crisis-wa-community-support-workers-share-their-stories-20181010-p508vm.html
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/ready-for-difficult-aged-care-stories-pm-announces-royal-commission
https://agedcare.royalcommission.gov.au/Pages/Terms-of-reference.aspx
http://apo.org.au/node/195551
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Health_Aged_Care_and_Sport/AgedCareFacilities/Report
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Health_Aged_Care_and_Sport/AgedCareFacilities/Report
https://www.productivity.govt.nz/news/health-care-homes-early-evidence-in-wellington
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/10/National-Carers-Week.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/10/Seniors-Week-grants-to-celebrate-older-Western-Australians.aspx
https://www.aph.gov.au/2018apology
https://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/final-report
https://www.dpc.wa.gov.au/ProjectsandSpecialEvents/Royal-Commission/Documents/Royal-Commission-Respone-and-Apology.pdf
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/10/Apologies-to-Australian-survivors-of-institutional-child-sexual-abuse.aspx
https://www.dpc.wa.gov.au/ProjectsandSpecialEvents/Royal-Commission/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs%40.nsf/mf/6202.0
https://www.acoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Voices-of-Unemployment_October-2018_web.pdf
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2018/10/jobseekers-dissatisfied-government-employment-program/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=264aa2d286-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-264aa2d286-147250173&mc_cid=264aa2d286&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/national/western-australia/starving-myself-to-keep-the-house-perth-woman-s-life-on-newstart-20180919-p504t2.html
http://www.anglicare.asn.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/jobs-availability-snapshot-2018.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2018/10/disadvantaged-jobseekers-facing-lack-entry-level-jobs/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=5be3b88d53-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-5be3b88d53-147250173&mc_cid=5be3b88d53&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
http://research.economics.unsw.edu.au/richardholden/assets/gonski-report-final.pdf
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/10/Vocational-education-and-training-reform-to-boost-quality.aspx
https://theconversation.com/the-vocational-education-sector-needs-a-plan-and-action-not-more-talk-102770?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%203%202018%20-%201126910094&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%203%202018%20-%201126910094+CID_b9220bbf4bb06c4e1daa0e0cf68dfaa1&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=The%20vocational%20education%20sector%20needs%20a%20plan%20and%20action%20not%20more%20talk
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Policy Research proposes that the ongoing growth in the number of Indigenous Australians in 

business might be attributable to greater education skills and financial capabilities in the average 

younger Indigenous Australian compared to previous generations, better equipping them for the 

business environment.  

Society and Community 

WA NDIS rollout continues 

October has seen the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) roll out to Goldfields-Esperance, 

North Metro and new participants in the South West region, after the National Disability Insurance 

Agency (NDIA) assumed responsibility for the delivery of the NDIS in WA in July. The NDIS aims to 

provide people with disability better choice and control over their lives. The WA Government has 

allocated $1.2 million for disability advocacy, and announced the first round of a $20.3 million two-

year fund to assist WA service providers transition to the NDIS. Market readiness is key to ensure 

all NDIS participants have timely access to the reasonable and necessary supports they are entitled 

to. The NDIA continues to work through challenges given the complex needs of clients, their carers 

and those with compounded vulnerabilities. Market stewardship has been called for to create an 

efficient and sustainable marketplace through a diverse and competitive range of suppliers who are 

able to meet the structural changes created by a consumer driven market. New research suggests 

that effective market stewardship will require dedicating greater resources and data transparency 

around the supply and demand of services to identify emerging gaps.  

Youth, justice and healing 

The importance of a positive start in life is perhaps nowhere more pronounced than youth justice. 

The challenges that face young people are vast and life-changing, including homelessness, 

unemployment and underemployment, disability, drug and alcohol, and cultural issues, to name a 

few. Using linked data, the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare has found that young people 

who received child protection services between July 2013 and June 2017 were nine times as likely 

as the general population to have also been under youth justice supervision. This supports research 

indicating that children and young people who have been abused or neglected are at greater risk of 

entering the youth justice system.  

The role of whole-of-government and whole-of-community solutions in meeting young people's 

needs is increasingly recognised. If early intervention is not possible, ensuring holistic and person-

centred wraparound services are in place in prison or during other contact with the justice system is 

essential. Longer and well-matched foster care, health justice partnerships and cultural care plans 

are just some of the support systems that, when implemented effectively and in the right context, 

can make the world of difference to helping disadvantaged young people turn their lives around. 

  

http://caepr.cass.anu.edu.au/research/publications/ongoing-growth-number-indigenous-australians-business
https://theconversation.com/traditional-culture-may-help-indigenous-households-manage-money-better-104060?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%201%202018%20-%201149910381&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%201%202018%20-%201149910381+CID_bc6c766a4fa3370f3e79fad955e9ec43&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Traditional%20culture%20may%20help%20Indigenous%20households%20manage%20money%20better
https://www.ndis.gov.au/medias/documents/transcript-wa-rollout/transcript-wa-rollout.html
https://www.ndis.gov.au/about-us/our-sites/WA
http://choiceandcontrolaustralia.com.au/ndis/
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/10/1-point-2-million-dollars-for-disability-advocacy-in-Western-Australia.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/10/First-round-of-funding-to-support-NDIS-transition-announced.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/10/First-round-of-funding-to-support-NDIS-transition-announced.aspx
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/National_Disability_Insurance_Scheme/MarketReadiness/Report
https://theconversation.com/how-to-improve-the-ndis-for-people-who-have-an-intellectual-disability-as-well-as-a-mental-illness-97921?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%204%202018%20-%201127810104&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%204%202018%20-%201127810104+CID_323ca95de8356a03e12ac55220cb16d9&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=How%20to%20improve%20the%20NDIS%20for%20people%20who%20have%20an%20intellectual%20disability%20as%20well%20as%20a%20mental%20illness
https://theconversation.com/understanding-the-ndis-a-history-of-disability-welfare-from-deserving-poor-to-consumers-in-control-58069?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=The%20Weekend%20Conversation%20-%201145810333&utm_content=The%20Weekend%20Conversation%20-%201145810333+CID_60a8c64e188da9e180da79903b24492c&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Understanding%20the%20NDIS%20a%20history%20of%20disability%20welfare%20from%20deserving%20poor%20to%20consumers%20in%20control
https://theconversation.com/understanding-the-ndis-a-history-of-disability-welfare-from-deserving-poor-to-consumers-in-control-58069?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=The%20Weekend%20Conversation%20-%201145810333&utm_content=The%20Weekend%20Conversation%20-%201145810333+CID_60a8c64e188da9e180da79903b24492c&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Understanding%20the%20NDIS%20a%20history%20of%20disability%20welfare%20from%20deserving%20poor%20to%20consumers%20in%20control
https://www.publicadvocate.vic.gov.au/our-services/publications-forms/research-reports/ndis/519-the-illusion-of-choice-and-control
https://www.ombudsman.vic.gov.au/Publications/Parliamentary-Reports/
https://theconversation.com/the-ndis-hasnt-made-much-difference-to-carers-opportunities-for-paid-work-98157?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%202%202018%20-%201125810081&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%202%202018%20-%201125810081+CID_81c9e1d0a3b9eecefb8fa48ad2c0d156&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=The%20NDIS%20hasnt%20made%20much%20difference%20to%20carers%20opportunities%20for%20paid%20work
https://theconversation.com/indigenous-people-with-disability-have-a-double-disadvantage-and-the-ndis-cant-handle-that-102648
https://www.ndis.gov.au/medias/documents/h08/h2e/8799510396958/Statement-of-Opportunity-and-Intent-PDF-1.02MB-.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/FlagPost/2016/September/Stewardship_of_human_services_delivery
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2018/10/psychosocial-disability-stream-added-ndis/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=651d04cbab-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-651d04cbab-147250173&mc_cid=651d04cbab&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
http://www.csi.edu.au/media/What_are_market_stewardship_actions_for_the_NDIS_nzyC0wz.pdf
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2018/10/ndis-lacks-data-transparency/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=00d12ec54d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-00d12ec54d-147250173&mc_cid=00d12ec54d&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
https://www.missionaustralia.com.au/publications/research/young-people
http://apo.org.au/node/184676
https://www.acoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/ACOSS_JA_Faces-of-Unemployment_September-2018_web.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-22/full-employment-myth-and-why-our-youth-are-missing-out/10402308?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
http://bcec.edu.au/publications/strength-based-programs-for-adolescents-with-autism/
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/youth-justice/overlap-youth-justice-supervision-and-aodts/contents/summary
http://apo.org.au/node/196586
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/child-protection/young-people-in-youth-justice-supervision-2013-17/contents/summary
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/child-protection/nfpac/contents/summary
https://theconversation.com/working-out-what-makes-a-good-community-where-young-children-can-thrive-104933
http://www.pmcsa.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/Discussion-paper-on-preventing-youth-offending-in-NZ.pdf
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2018/10/longer-foster-care-cut-suffering-save-millions-study-finds/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=784d2ba329-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-784d2ba329-147250173&mc_cid=784d2ba329&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
https://www.abc.net.au/life/the-teachers-who-saved-my-life/10360622?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://www.healthjustice.org.au/mapping-a-new-path/
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2018/09/mapping-health-justice-partnerships-identifies-gaps/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=cd69286c3e-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-cd69286c3e-147250173&mc_cid=cd69286c3e&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
http://www.supportingcarers.snaicc.org.au/rights-of-the-child/cultural-care-plans/
https://create.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/CREATEs-Youth-Justice-Report-Young-Persons-Version-2018.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-26/liz-allen-top-5-overcoming-extreme-disadvantage/10337006
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Technology and Data 
Disruptive technology, housing and inclusion 

The Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute highlights the opportunities that new 

technologies stand to offer: from more efficient and affordable practices in tenant, property and land 

management (e.g. common social housing waitlisting); improved access to data to identify patterns 

of housing aspirations and trajectories; to opening up new ways of entering the property market such 

as crowdfunding through blockchain. But this enthusiasm should be tempered with caution. The 

digitisation of services may further disadvantage already vulnerable remote communities with poor 

internet access whose residents are dependent on welfare.  

The ethical and legal ramifications of new technologies are a particular concern when it comes to 

data and privacy standards and data sharing. As consultations for new Commonwealth Data Sharing 

and Release Legislation progress, it is crucial to safeguard the rights of those who stand to be most 

disadvantaged. Housing practitioners and policy makers have a key role to play in ensuring that 

disruptive technology secures outcomes with widespread benefits for both cities and regions. It is 

timely to remember the late architect Col James’ reference to housing as a ‘verb’, in a way that 

honours human agency in the face of automation, and in the endeavour to build environments that 

have equity and justice as their prime objective.  

Focus on Mental Health 
Good mental health lies at the heart of all human activities and our ability to secure and sustain 

stable housing, work, relationships and physical health. With World Mental Health Day on this month, 

strategies formed at the State level, and the announcement of a national inquiry into mental health, 

there has never been greater awareness of the profound personal, social and economic costs of 

mental illness. According to the National Mental Health Commission, it is estimated that close to half 

of the Australian population (about 8.6 million people) between 16 and 85 will experience a form of 

mental illness at some stage. Certain groups are particularly vulnerable, such as Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people, youth, rural and remote Australians, men and seniors. 

Early intervention is crucial. Fostering positive mental health must start from infancy and requires a 

systems approach at both the community and policy level. Isolation is a common experience of poor 

mental health – increasing social trust could be a key factor in improving wellbeing at a whole-of-

population level. Following the appointment of a Minister for Loneliness earlier this year, the UK 

Government has released its national Strategy for Tackling Loneliness. This blueprint for mental 

health reform places social connections at the forefront. Although there is more work to be done, 

tailored interventions, meaningful relationships and reducing stigma are emerging as key tools for 

building a culture and infrastructure that supports strong people, places and homes. 

  

https://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/304
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/news-and-media/news/how-ai-and-blockchain-will-revolutionise-housing/_nocache
https://theconversation.com/digitising-social-services-could-further-exclude-people-already-on-the-margins-103201?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%204%202018%20-%201127810104&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%204%202018%20-%201127810104+CID_323ca95de8356a03e12ac55220cb16d9&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Digitising%20social%20services%20could%20further%20exclude%20people%20already%20on%20the%20margins
https://www.wahtn.org/event/invitation-to-roundtables-about-new-commonwealth-data-sharing-and-release-legislation/
https://www.pmc.gov.au/resource-centre/public-data/issues-paper-data-sharing-release-legislation
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/news-and-media/news/why-keeping-pace-of-disruptive-technology-impact-is-crucial-to-all-housing-practitioners-and-policy-makers
https://theconversation.com/is-it-time-to-move-beyond-the-limits-of-built-environment-thinking-102774?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%2015%202018%20-%201136010220&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%2015%202018%20-%201136010220+CID_05b1ccd51adbf772be0ebcbbe5009b33&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Is%20it%20time%20to%20move%20beyond%20the%20limits%20of%20built%20environment%20thinking
https://thewest.com.au/lifestyle/health-wellbeing/a-beacon-of-hope-ng-b88950482z
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/news-and-media/news/ahuri-partners-with-mind-australia-to-research-housing-and-mental-health-pathways
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-07/mental-health-in-workplace-key-in-productivity-commission-probe/10346972?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-17/dan-siegel-on-distractions-and-mental-health-hygiene/10343984?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://1010.org.au/
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/10/Mental-health-is-where-we-live-learn-work-and-play.aspx
https://www.mhc.wa.gov.au/about-us/news-and-media/news-and-updates/draft-western-australian-mental-health-alcohol-and-other-drug-accommodation-and-support-strategy-2018-2025-public-consultation/
http://jaf.ministers.treasury.gov.au/media-release/024-2018/
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2018/10/sector-welcomes-historic-mental-health-royal-commission/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=784d2ba329-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-784d2ba329-147250173&mc_cid=784d2ba329&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
https://theconversation.com/please-dont-dismiss-the-pc-inquiry-into-mental-health-as-just-another-inquiry-104695?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%2019%202018%20-%201139810272&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%2019%202018%20-%201139810272+CID_9b17deb61a99a9a1485445531678ad9a&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Please%20dont%20dismiss%20the%20PC%20inquiry%20into%20mental%20health%20as%20just%20another%20inquiry
https://theconversation.com/please-dont-dismiss-the-pc-inquiry-into-mental-health-as-just-another-inquiry-104695?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%2019%202018%20-%201139810272&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%2019%202018%20-%201139810272+CID_9b17deb61a99a9a1485445531678ad9a&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Please%20dont%20dismiss%20the%20PC%20inquiry%20into%20mental%20health%20as%20just%20another%20inquiry
http://www.mentalhealthcommission.gov.au/media-centre/news/monitoring-mental-health-and-suicide-prevention-reform-national-report-2018.aspx
http://www.mentalhealthcommission.gov.au/media/245240/Monitoring%20Mental%20Health%20and%20Suicide%20Prevention%20Reform%20National%20Report%202018.pdf
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/indigenous-australians/indigenous-adolescent-youth-health-wellbeing-2018/contents/table-of-contents
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/indigenous-australians/indigenous-adolescent-youth-health-wellbeing-2018/contents/table-of-contents
https://www.aracy.org.au/documents/item/560
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Community_Affairs/MentalHealthServices
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/10/Campaign-to-improve-mental-health-targets-commuters.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/10/Funding-boost-for-older-adult-mental-health-services.aspx
https://theconversation.com/focusing-on-people-at-high-risk-of-suicide-has-failed-as-a-suicide-prevention-strategy-104002?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%2012%202018%20-%201133710194&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%2012%202018%20-%201133710194+CID_562eb06d8b37d5cdc28b6207959143fe&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Focusing%20on%20people%20at%20high%20risk%20of%20suicide%20has%20failed%20as%20a%20suicide%20prevention%20strategy
http://www.mentalhealthcommission.gov.au/media/245237/Media%20Release%20National%20Report%202018.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/news/health/2018-10-08/emergency-department-mental-health-crisis/10344852?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/0e102c2f-694b-4949-84fb-e5db1c941a58/aihw-hse-211.pdf.aspx?inline=true
https://whatworkswellbeing.org/blog/what-might-a-rise-in-social-trust-mean-for-our-wellbeing/?mc_cid=9d0d9d6da9&mc_eid=e2db96bc6a
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-42708507
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-connected-society-a-strategy-for-tackling-loneliness
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-launches-governments-first-loneliness-strategy?mc_cid=43ef7c167c&mc_eid=e2db96bc6a
https://theconversation.com/if-were-to-have-another-inquiry-into-mental-health-it-should-look-at-why-the-others-have-been-ignored-105728?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%2030%202018%20-%201148210360&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%2030%202018%20-%201148210360+CID_fd82adde44da33afb8fbe9e4c66263b6&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=If%20were%20to%20have%20another%20inquiry%20into%20mental%20health%20it%20should%20look%20at%20why%20the%20others%20have%20been%20ignored
https://whatworkswellbeing.org/blog/what-do-we-know-about-tackling-loneliness-so-far/?mc_cid=43ef7c167c&mc_eid=e2db96bc6a
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Hot off the Press 
 Australian Council of Social Service. Energy Stressed in Australia; Poverty in Australia 2018; 

Voices of Unemployment: Result of an ACOSS Survey of Jobactive Service Users.  

 Australian Human Rights Commission. Employing Older Workers. 

 Australian Institute of Criminology. Estimating the Costs of Serious and Organised Crime in 
Australia 2016-17. 

 Australian Institute of Family Studies. Children's Housing Experiences (Growing Up in Australia): 
The Longitudinal Study of Australian Children. 

 Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. Nutrition Across the Life Stages; Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Adolescent and Youth Health and Wellbeing 2018; Mental Health Services 
in Australia: In Brief 2018; Chronic Conditions and Disability 2015.  

 Australian Law Reform Commission. Review of the Family Law System. 

 CAEPR. Ongoing Growth in the Number of Indigenous Australian in Business. 

 Centre for Social Impact. National Disability Markets: Market Stewardship Actions for the NDIS. 

 CREATE Foundation. Youth Justice Report: Consultation with Young People in Out-Of-Home 
Care about their Experiences with Police, Courts and Detention. 

 Department of Finance WA. Delivering Community Services in Partnership Policy. 

 Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet (Australia); Deloitte Access Economics. Review 
of the Implementation of the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody. 

 Foodbank Australia; McCrindle Research. Foodbank Hunger Report 2018. 

 Good Shepherd. “Outside Systems Control my Life”. The Experience of Single Mothers on 
Welfare to Work.  

 Grattan Institute. State Orange Book 2018: Policy Priorities for States and Territories; 
Remarkably Adaptive: Australian Cities in a Time of Growth. 

 International Monetary Fund. World Economic Outlook: Challenges to Steady Growth. 

 Mission Australia. National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Youth Report: Youth Survey 
2017. 

 New Zealand Productivity Commission. Health Care Homes: Early Evidence in Wellington. 

 Parliamentary Library (Australia). Not in the Labour Force: A Quick Guide. 

 UnitingCare Australia; University of Canberra’s National Centre for Social and Economic 
Modelling. Child Social Exclusion, Poverty and Disadvantage in Australia. 

 UNSW. The Economic Impact of Improving Regional, Rural and Remote Education in Australia. 

 Victorian Ombudsman. Investigation into the Imprisonment of a Woman Found Unfit to Stand 
Trial. 

 What Works Wellbeing. Tackling Loneliness. 

For more communities related resources, visit our website: 

http://www.housing.wa.gov.au/aboutus/researchandreports/Pages/default.aspx. 

https://www.acoss.org.au/media-releases/?media_release=household-income-spent-on-energy-hits-new-high-for-people-on-low-incomes
https://www.acoss.org.au/poverty/
https://www.acoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Voices-of-Unemployment_October-2018_web.pdf
https://www.humanrights.gov.au/our-work/age-discrimination/publications/employing-older-workers-2018
https://aic.gov.au/publications/sr/sr09
https://aic.gov.au/publications/sr/sr09
https://growingupinaustralia.gov.au/publications/childrens-housing-experiences
https://growingupinaustralia.gov.au/publications/childrens-housing-experiences
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/food-nutrition/nutrition-across-the-life-stages/contents/summary
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/indigenous-australians/indigenous-adolescent-youth-health-wellbeing-2018/contents/table-of-contents
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/indigenous-australians/indigenous-adolescent-youth-health-wellbeing-2018/contents/table-of-contents
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/mental-health-services/mental-health-services-in-australia-in-brief-2018/contents/table-of-contents
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/mental-health-services/mental-health-services-in-australia-in-brief-2018/contents/table-of-contents
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/chronic-disease/chronic-conditions-and-disability-2015/contents/table-of-contents
https://www.alrc.gov.au/publications/review-family-law-system-discussion-paper
http://caepr.cass.anu.edu.au/research/publications/ongoing-growth-number-indigenous-australians-business
http://www.csi.edu.au/research/project/market-stewardship-actions-ndis-new-report/
https://create.org.au/publications/research-reports/
https://create.org.au/publications/research-reports/
http://www.finance.wa.gov.au/cms/Government_Procurement/Policies/Delivering_Community_Services_in_Partnership.aspx
https://www.pmc.gov.au/resource-centre/indigenous-affairs/review-implementation-royal-commission-aboriginal-deaths-custody
https://www.pmc.gov.au/resource-centre/indigenous-affairs/review-implementation-royal-commission-aboriginal-deaths-custody
https://www.foodbankwa.org.au/hunger-in-wa/foodbank-hunger-report-2018/
https://www.goodshep.org.au/media/2179/outside-systems-control-my-life_experience-of-single-mothers-on-w2w_web.pdf
https://www.goodshep.org.au/media/2179/outside-systems-control-my-life_experience-of-single-mothers-on-w2w_web.pdf
https://grattan.edu.au/report/state-orange-book-2018/
https://grattan.edu.au/report/remarkably-adaptive/
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/Issues/2018/09/24/world-economic-outlook-october-2018
https://www.missionaustralia.com.au/publications/research/young-people
https://www.missionaustralia.com.au/publications/research/young-people
https://www.productivity.govt.nz/news/health-care-homes-early-evidence-in-wellington
http://apo.org.au/node/200496?utm_source=APO+Subscribers&utm_campaign=6eebba30c5-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_11_01_10_25&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1452ee3b6b-6eebba30c5-84398825&mc_cid=6eebba30c5&mc_eid=c0abd8474a
https://bsllibrary.org.au/general/child-social-exclusion-poverty-and-disadvantage-in-australia-unitingcare-australia-natsem-101113/?utm_source=wysija&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=SOURCE
http://research.economics.unsw.edu.au/richardholden/assets/gonski-report-final.pdf
https://www.ombudsman.vic.gov.au/Publications/Parliamentary-Reports/
https://www.ombudsman.vic.gov.au/Publications/Parliamentary-Reports/
https://whatworkswellbeing.org/tackling-loneliness/?mc_cid=43ef7c167c&mc_eid=e2db96bc6a
http://www.housing.wa.gov.au/aboutus/researchandreports/Pages/default.aspx

