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Welcome to our September issue of ResearchPress. We review the Banking Royal Commission’s 

interim report, and take a look at areas in which disadvantage but also opportunities for collaborative 

responses emerge, including elder abuse, poverty transitions and early years. 

Banking Royal Commission: The Road Ahead 
There has been no shortage of damning evidence arising from misconduct in the Banking Royal 

Commission this month. The focus of the hearings in this round turned to insurance, with stories 

bearing many similarities to recent weeks. Particularly worrying were accounts of households left 

unprotected at their most vulnerable in the aftermath of environmental disasters.  

Importantly, Commissioner Kenneth Hayne’s interim report was tabled in Parliament on 28 

September 2018, with a focus on issues arising from the first four rounds of hearings. As anticipated, 

the report was critical of conduct within the financial services sector. Although the Commission is yet 

to make any recommendations, financial institutions have already begun to adjust internal systems 

and processes. Some of these changes have resulted in tightened lending conditions, particularly 

for small-to-medium sized business. It is likely that these will also affect potential home owners, 

particularly those on lower incomes.  

The findings have shocked many. The interim report questions how effective introducing new laws 

would be, noting that the scale and nature of misconduct cannot be explained as “a few bad apples”. 

This would ignore “the root causes of conduct, which often lie with the systems, processes and 

culture” – and according to the Commissioner the root cause appears to be a culture of greed.  

We have highlighted in recent issues how financial literacy may help build resilience and make more 

informed financial choices. But is that enough? Reform will require courage to assume personal 

responsibility if we find ourselves in unfavourable financial and other life circumstances. It will also 

require a broader culture shift to a financial system that is actively invested in safeguarding citizens’ 

wellbeing, not just mandated to. This will be vital for financial institutions to regain the trust of 

customers.  

In its response to the interim report, Commonwealth Treasurer Josh Frydenberg called for stronger 

enforcement from the Australian Securities and Investments Commission and Australian Prudential 

Regulatory Authority, and indicated that he is open to extending the timeframe of the Royal 

Commission. Public submissions in response to the interim report are due by 26 October 2018. The 

final report is currently due on 1 February 2019 following a seventh and final round of policy hearings 

scheduled to commence on 19 November 2018. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-21/banking-royal-commission-live-blog/10289592?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://theconversation.com/three-billion-per-year-how-the-financial-system-rips-us-off-102495?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2013%202018%20-%20111029921&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2013%202018%20-%20111029921+CID_2d4708a5447998f0e4490b96706a12a7&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Three%20billion%20per%20year%20How%20the%20financial%20system%20rips%20us%20off
https://financialservices.royalcommission.gov.au/public-hearings/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-20/banking-royal-commission-insurance-live-blog/10285082?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://financialservices.royalcommission.gov.au/Pages/interim-report.aspx
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-01/will-the-credit-squeeze-become-a-credit-crunch3f-analysts-reac/10324516?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-28/bank-royal-commission-kenneth-hayne-key-findings/10317752?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://theconversation.com/banking-royal-commissions-damning-report-things-are-so-bad-that-new-laws-might-not-help-104058?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%201%202018%20-%201125110070&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%201%202018%20-%201125110070+CID_417b9ccb81daface52e677a174e1d1d7&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Banking%20Royal%20Commissions%20damning%20report%20Things%20are%20so%20bad%20that%20new%20laws%20might%20not%20help
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-29/banking-royal-commissioners-scathing-assessment/10318982?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://financialservices.royalcommission.gov.au/Pages/interim-report.aspx
https://financialservices.royalcommission.gov.au/Documents/interim-report/interim-report-exec-summary.pdf
http://www.housing.wa.gov.au/HousingDocuments/ResearchPress_August_2018.pdf
https://theconversation.com/the-shocking-truth-about-insurance-we-pick-bad-policies-even-with-good-information-103515?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2020%202018%20-%20111659982&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2020%202018%20-%20111659982+CID_779f50f95f4454f5d2d250322c3d252c&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=The%20shocking%20truth%20about%20insurance%20We%20pick%20bad%20policies%20even%20with%20good%20information
http://www.abc.net.au/life/what-to-do-if-youre-in-a-financial-crisis/10255380?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_features_articlelink
https://theconversation.com/royal-commission-shows-banks-have-behaved-appallingly-but-weve-helped-them-do-it-103998?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%201%202018%20-%201125110070&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%201%202018%20-%201125110070+CID_417b9ccb81daface52e677a174e1d1d7&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Royal%20Commission%20shows%20banks%20have%20behaved%20appallingly%20but%20weve%20helped%20them%20do%20it
https://theconversation.com/royal-commission-shows-banks-have-behaved-appallingly-but-weve-helped-them-do-it-103998?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%201%202018%20-%201125110070&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%201%202018%20-%201125110070+CID_417b9ccb81daface52e677a174e1d1d7&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Royal%20Commission%20shows%20banks%20have%20behaved%20appallingly%20but%20weve%20helped%20them%20do%20it
https://theconversation.com/hayne-holds-fire-but-the-banks-day-of-reckoning-is-coming-104055?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%201%202018%20-%201125110070&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%201%202018%20-%201125110070+CID_417b9ccb81daface52e677a174e1d1d7&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Hayne%20holds%20fire%20but%20the%20banks%20day%20of%20reckoning%20is%20coming
https://treasury.govt.nz/publications/consultation/embedding-wellbeing-public-finance-act-1989
https://theconversation.com/vital-signs-for-all-its-worth-the-banking-royal-commission-could-hurt-a-generation-of-battlers-103943?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2028%202018%20-%201123210046&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2028%202018%20-%201123210046+CID_afa3df4dc46dc03a0b769fd615bcdebc&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Vital%20Signs%20for%20all%20its%20worth%20the%20banking%20royal%20commission%20could%20hurt%20a%20generation%20of%20battlers
https://theconversation.com/trust-has-to-be-as-important-as-profit-if-banks-and-their-boards-are-to-regain-their-corporate-legitimacy-104053?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%201%202018%20-%201125110070&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20October%201%202018%20-%201125110070+CID_417b9ccb81daface52e677a174e1d1d7&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Trust%20has%20to%20be%20as%20important%20as%20profit%20if%20banks%20and%20their%20boards%20are%20to%20regain%20their%20corporate%20legitimacy
http://jaf.ministers.treasury.gov.au/transcript/019-2018/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-28/banking-royal-commision-timeline/10310800?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_features_articlelink
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Government and Politics 

Elder abuse in WA and Royal Commission into aged care 

The Federal Government has announced a Royal Commission into Aged Care Quality and Safety 

as a string of failures in the sector have been brought to light. The focus will be on residential and 

in-home aged care for seniors and will also cover young people with disabilities who live in aged 

care homes, though there have been fervent calls to expand its scope into the abuse of people with 

disabilities. For many, a national Commission is long overdue. No matter the outcomes, the 

investigation is set to raise deeper awareness of the issues at the heart of not only our aged care 

system, but failures to meet the most basic human needs of a diverse ageing Australian population.  

This month also saw the release of the WA Parliament’s report into elder abuse. The 12-month 

inquiry found that elder abuse in WA occurs in aged care despite regulatory frameworks aimed to 

monitor and protect older people, and has significant impacts for both seniors and the community at 

large. The report estimates there are at least 75,000 older people in WA affected by financial, 

psychological, social, physical or sexual abuse in various settings, or neglect. These complementary 

efforts will help develop a national response to combatting elder abuse. 

Society and Community 

Inequality in Australia 

The Productivity Commission’s review of the evidence on inequality in Australia aimed to take an 

objective look on the status of disadvantage in our country. Arguments for or against rising inequality, 

particularly for those already vulnerable, are alive and well. In their address to the National Press 

Club, Productivity Commissioner Jonathan Coppel and Chairman Peter Harris noted the mobility 

that most people are likely to experience up and down the income ladder throughout the course of 

their lives as circumstances change. As such, they argue that there is no straightforward ‘yes or no’ 

response to the question of whether inequality is getting worse in Australia. Further, data (which is 

still lagging in Australia compared to other developed nations) can be interpreted in multiple ways to 

serve a position; therefore, “no single metric is sufficient to give a definitive answer”. 

The report finds that the average household has benefited from income growth in recent decades. 

However, between 1988-89 and 2015-16 the relative poverty rate has remained persistently high at 

around 10%. This is of particular concern to the Productivity Commission. The HILDA Survey has 

painted an equally complex picture of inequality, noting a worrying decline in home ownership that 

is strongly linked to growing evidence of intergenerational inequality, and persistent disadvantage 

among single parents. Australia’s voluntary national review of its progress against the UN 

Sustainable Development Goals also showed that despite strong economic growth since 2000, 

Australia’s income inequality has not improved. The Productivity Commission has called for a 

commitment to a comprehensive policy response to persistent disadvantage that sustains economic 

growth, ensures it is more equally distributed, and safeguards against reactive policies. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-16/scott-morrison-announces-royal-commission-into-aged-care-sector/10252850?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://agedcare.health.gov.au/announcement-of-royal-commission-into-aged-care-quality-and-safety
https://www.perthnow.com.au/news/health/wa-aged-care-homes-sanctioned-for-failing-standards-ng-b88974958z
https://www.watoday.com.au/politics/federal/pm-calls-royal-commission-into-aged-care-after-inexcusable-failures-20180915-p5040n.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-17/who-cares/10258290
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/senator-breaks-down-as-he-names-disabled-people-who-died-from-abuse
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2018/09/disability-advocates-question-scope-royal-commission/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=9164b1a472-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-9164b1a472-147250173&mc_cid=9164b1a472&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-18/aged-care-advocates-say-reform-cannot-wait-for-royal-commission/10256992?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://www.watoday.com.au/national/western-australia/seniors-advocates-government-approach-to-elder-abuse-too-little-too-late-20180914-p503we.html
https://theconversation.com/weve-had-20-aged-care-reviews-in-20-years-will-the-royal-commission-be-any-different-103347?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2021%202018%20-%20111739991&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2021%202018%20-%20111739991+CID_1af3866447f1a9ca0f61f5626f5b645a&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Weve%20had%2020%20aged%20care%20reviews%20in%2020%20years%20%20will%20the%20royal%20commission%20be%20any%20different
https://theconversation.com/its-hard-to-make-money-in-aged-care-and-thats-part-of-the-problem-103339?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2018%202018%20-%20111489965&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2018%202018%20-%20111489965+CID_f396c5c247371bf121f14b07c789805e&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Its%20hard%20to%20make%20money%20in%20aged%20care%20and%20thats%20part%20of%20the%20problem
https://theconversation.com/essential-reading-to-get-your-head-around-australias-aged-care-crisis-103325?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2018%202018%20-%20111489965&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2018%202018%20-%20111489965+CID_f396c5c247371bf121f14b07c789805e&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Essential%20reading%20to%20get%20your%20head%20around%20Australias%20aged%20care%20crisis
https://theconversation.com/essential-reading-to-get-your-head-around-australias-aged-care-crisis-103325?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2018%202018%20-%20111489965&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2018%202018%20-%20111489965+CID_f396c5c247371bf121f14b07c789805e&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Essential%20reading%20to%20get%20your%20head%20around%20Australias%20aged%20care%20crisis
https://theconversation.com/how-our-residential-aged-care-system-doesnt-care-about-older-peoples-emotional-needs-103336?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2020%202018%20-%20111659982&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2020%202018%20-%20111659982+CID_779f50f95f4454f5d2d250322c3d252c&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=How%20our%20residential%20aged-care%20system%20doesnt%20care%20about%20older%20peoples%20emotional%20needs
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/older-people/older-australia-at-a-glance/contents/diverse-groups-of-older-australians
http://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/Parliament/commit.nsf/(Report+Lookup+by+Com+ID)/5D4DB8F8EB0A444848258307000F6874/$file/el.eld.180830.rpf.000.xx.web.pdf
https://www.perthnow.com.au/news/wa/parliamentary-inquiry-finds-staggering-rise-of-elder-abuse-in-wa-ng-b88960196z
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/09/Elder-abuse-report-to-complement-McGowan-Governments-agenda.aspx
https://www.pc.gov.au/research/completed/rising-inequality
https://www.acoss.org.au/inequality/
https://www.cis.org.au/commentary/articles/the-storm-in-the-inequality-teacup/
https://www.pc.gov.au/news-media/speeches/rising-inequality
https://www.themandarin.com.au/97861-productivity-commission-tackles-the-inequality-rorschach/
https://theconversation.com/dont-believe-what-they-say-about-inequality-some-of-us-are-worse-off-102332?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%203%202018%20-%20110159838&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%203%202018%20-%20110159838+CID_3faa654d57f03f342bba9516e94180c8&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Dont%20believe%20what%20they%20say%20about%20inequality%20Some%20of%20us%20are%20worse%20off
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2018/08/change-thinking-needed-break-cycle-disadvantage/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=cd69286c3e-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-cd69286c3e-147250173&mc_cid=cd69286c3e&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
https://melbourneinstitute.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/2874177/HILDA_2018_stat_report_FINAL-fig-2.2.edits.pdf
https://theconversation.com/trust-me-im-an-expert-what-the-huge-hilda-survey-reveals-about-your-economic-well-being-health-and-family-life-100751
http://apo.org.au/node/176606
https://theconversation.com/australias-un-report-card-making-progress-could-do-better-on-inequality-and-climate-102630?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%205%202018%20-%20110349857&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%205%202018%20-%20110349857+CID_87af9a974452cb5bb11037ae36e213b7&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Australias%20UN%20report%20card%20making%20progress%20could%20do%20better%20on%20inequality%20and%20climate
https://www.pc.gov.au/news-media/speeches/rising-inequality/rising-inequality-speech.pdf
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Housing First: A permanent solution to an enduring problem? 

Although WA has seen a small decrease in the total number of people experiencing homelessness 

in recent years, homelessness in Australia is outpacing population growth. With the release of the 

second evaluation report into Perth’s 50 Lives 50 Homes project (50 Lives) it is timely to revisit how 

a Housing First response may contribute to reducing homelessness. Evidence suggests that 

Housing First is highly effective in addressing homelessness for people with high and complex 

needs, including improving child outcomes. Homelessness is associated with compounding 

vulnerabilities that accrue significant costs over a person’s lifetime. As a social impact investment 

approach, Housing First may generate significant savings. The 50 Lives evaluation report found that 

the longer someone is housed, the more opportunity there is for greater reductions in health service 

usage: individuals housed for at least 12 months showed a 57% drop in total emergency department 

presentations and saved the health system over $9,000 per person. Other research indicates that 

learnings from one context may not be readily transferrable to another and that Housing First 

services need to be a part of an integrated homelessness strategy to be truly effective. 

Poverty transitions and unemployment in Aboriginal households 

CAEPR’s analysis of HILDA data has found that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander (Aboriginal) 

people of working age in non-remote areas are at greater risk of the poverty trap than non-Aboriginal 

people. Changes in household size are the main catalyst: poverty entries are found to be much more 

common when household size falls. The highest risk of poverty entry is for adult children who leave 

home (40%) or people who have a family member leave the household (38%). This challenges 

evidence that increases in household size can negatively affect household economic wellbeing.  

Increased exposure to the labour market is a major positive influence for exiting poverty. 

Unemployment underpins Aboriginal income poverty. ACOSS highlights the difficulties faced by 

unemployment benefit recipients, noting a growing mismatch between people’s skills and what 

employers need. Aboriginal people are more likely to experience discrimination when seeking 

employment and are more susceptible to labour market shocks, such as those experienced by WA 

in recent years. Even as the ‘raise the rate’ campaign gathers evidence, CAEPR’s analysis reminds 

us of the complex relationship between Aboriginal income dynamics and poverty, and how this 

translates into household wellbeing – a relationship that is laden with historical watermarks. 

Veterans suicide 

On the occasion of the Anzac Centenary, Minister for Veterans Issues, Peter Tinley will be joining a 

group of young Western Australians in France next month to commemorate the Centenary of the 

First World War Armistice. Two AIHW reports have highlighted suicide as an ongoing mental health 

concern for serving and ex-serving Australian Defence Force (ADF) personnel – WA as a whole has 

recorded its highest number of deaths by suicide since 2008, according to the latest ABS statistics. 

For the period 2002 to 2016 ex-serving men had an 18% higher suicide rate than all Australian men, 

particularly those aged under 30. Since 2001, 373 men and women with at least one day of ADF 

service have been lost to suicide. This, and other pending research, confirm the need for person-

centred approaches to caring for and honouring our veterans. 
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http://apo.org.au/system/files/192566/apo-nid192566-1006561.pdf
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https://www.dunstan.org.au/docs/adelaide-zero-project-discussion-paper.pdf
http://apo.org.au/node/180711
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https://www.launchhousing.org.au/AustralianHomelessnessMonitor/
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/australias-welfare/australias-welfare-2017-in-brief/contents/indigenous-australians
https://www.acoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/ACOSS_JA_Faces-of-Unemployment_14-September-2018_web.pdf
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-25/mature-workers-on-newstart/10195296?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://www.acoss.org.au/media-releases/?media_release=getting-a-job-on-newstart-is-harder-than-you-think
http://bcec.edu.au/publications/bcec-monthly-labour-market-update-august-2018/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=BCEC%20Monthly%20Labour%20Market%20Update%20-%20August%202018&utm_content=BCEC%20Monthly%20Labour%20Market%20Update%20-%20August%202018+Version+A+CID_e5d3347829bb0cf9bb99fdbc7d449378&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=Read%20more
https://www.acoss.org.au/raisetherate/
https://www.acoss.org.au/media-releases/?media_release=raising-newstart-and-youth-allowance-would-boost-jobs-wages-and-inject-millions-into-local-communities
https://www.aihw.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/2018/august/new-report-shows-long-term-disadvantage-for-austra
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/09/Youth-group-to-tour-Europe-during-Armistice-Centenary-celebrations.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/09/Youth-group-to-tour-Europe-during-Armistice-Centenary-celebrations.aspx
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https://www.racgp.org.au/newsGP/Clinical/Suicide-rates-higher-among-Australia%E2%80%99s-ex-service
https://thewest.com.au/news/health/wa-suicide-rate-highest-in-more-than-20-years-ng-b88971295z
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Lookup/by%20Subject/3303.0~2017~Main%20Features~Intentional%20self-harm,%20key%20characteristics~3
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/veterans/national-veteran-suicide-monitoring/contents/comparing-suicide-rates-2002-to-2016
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/veterans/causes-of-death-in-adf-personnel-2002-2015/contents/summary
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/news-and-media/news/2016-news/ahuri-research-project-to-support-homeless-veterans
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/veterans/development-veteran-centred-model-working-paper/contents/summary
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/veterans/development-veteran-centred-model-working-paper/contents/summary
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/09/Illuminating-Albany-to-honour-Anzac-sacrifice.aspx


 

September 2018 | Newsletter  

4 

Focus on the importance of the early years 

Increased calls for domestic violence awareness stress the importance of a safe, stable and loving 

home for children. The tell-tale scars of family violence are evident even in unlikely places. AIHW’s 

Children’s Headline Indicators show a rise in child abuse and neglect between 2007 and 2017. In 

2016-17, the rate of children (per 1,000) aged 0-12 years who were the subject of a child protection 

substantiation in WA was 8.9, just below the national average and the fourth highest in the country.  

The quality of parenting is clearly critical; longitudinal data confirms the impact a father’s mental 

health has, as well as a supportive extended family and social environment, especially in growing 

non ‘traditional’ family structures. The importance of fostering solid foundations in the early years 

has achieved international recognition, as has its interrelationship with wider reforms in poverty 

reduction and inclusion. WA’s Early Years Initiative aims to improve outcomes for young children 

and their families in select communities across the State with communities as partners. Investing in 

giving our children a head start in life will be a collaborative effort – and if ‘it takes a village to raise 

a child’, there is no better time than the present. 

Environment 

Tackling energy poverty 

The state of the natural and built environments is a key marker of the health and wellbeing of 

communities. Energy poverty is a real issue for a rising number of Australian households. Broadly 

defined as the need of a household “to spend more than 10% of its income on fuel to maintain an 

adequate level of warmth”, energy poverty has been recognised by the World Economic Forum as 

a global crisis. Australia’s commitment to the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals since the release 

of its first report card in June means that affordable and clean energy for all is firmly on the policy 

agenda. But our country’s latest progress report shows there is room for improvement on this front. 

Last year BCEC reported that around one in ten WA households spend at least 15% of their income 

on energy costs, forcing some to compromise on other essentials such as food and healthcare. New 

research and consultations this month have highlighted that there is no shortage of solutions for 

achieving the right balance between affordability, reliability and environmental impact.  

Looking Abroad 

Working together to achieve outcomes 

New Zealand has been taking the lead in such high-level initiatives as the Living Standards 

Framework. New Zealand Treasury is now proposing to embed wellbeing in the Public Finance Act 

1989, and the Ministry of Social Development has released its plan to increase public housing by 

6,400 in the next four years. According to AHURI, Australia has much to learn from New Zealand’s 

approach to protecting the health of vulnerable tenants, for example, through the introduction of the 

Healthy Homes Guarantee Act 2017. And as the climate change debate continues in Australia, New 

https://thewest.com.au/news/wa/experts-warn-wa-may-be-facing-a-domestic-violence-emergency-ng-b88956051z
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http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-25/sara-chivers-husband-fulfilling-promise-made-before-her-death/10300090?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
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https://theconversation.com/lack-of-climate-policy-threatens-to-trip-up-australian-diplomacy-this-summit-season-102845
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Zealand has just released its roadmap to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050. Now, as part of 

finalising its Open Government Action Plan, New Zealand aims to implement meaningful changes 

to the way it works for and with its citizens by investing in commitments such as integrating civics, 

financial literacy and workplace competencies into the national curriculum, and fostering trust around 

the use of government-held data. Our ‘kiwi’ brothers and sisters continue to be an example of 

collaborative government and committed efforts to reducing inequality. Invoking the Māori concept 

of kaitiakitanga, or guardianship in her inaugural speech to the UN General Assembly, Prime Minister 

Jacinda Ardern’s message to the world “of looking outwardly and beyond ourselves, of kindness and 

collectivism, might just be as good a starting point as any”. 

Hot off the Press 
 ACOSS; Choice. Competition Policy and Human Services: Where Theory Meets Practice. 

 AHURI. Where do Households Move Over a Lifetime?   Understanding the Housing Policy 
Levers of Commonwealth, State and Territory, and Local Government. 

 AIHW. Older Australia at a Glance. 

 Australian Institute of Criminology. Who Reports Domestic Violence to Police? A Review of the 
Evidence. 

 BCEC. A Strength-Based Program for Adolescents with Autism;  Power Plans for Electricity: 
The Impact of Tariff Structure Changes on Energy Vulnerable Households. 

 Clean Energy Finance Corporation; Property Council of Australia. Distributed Energy in the 
Property Sector - Today’s Opportunities: Options for Lowering Power Bills and Emissions. 

 Deeble Institute. Reducing Harms Related to Alcohol Use in Pregnancy. 

 Department of Health. A Matter of Care: Australia's Aged Care Workforce Strategy; Draft 
Charter of Aged Care Rights. 

 Department of Infrastructure. Future Transport and Mobility: Australian Capabilities and 
Opportunities. 

 Gilbert + Tobin Lawyers. When Your Disability Doesn't Fit. 

 Mental Health Commission WA. Draft Western Australian Mental Health, Alcohol and Other 
Drug Accommodation and Support Strategy 2018-2025. 

 Parliament of Australia. Market Readiness for Provision of Services Under the NDIS. 

 Portable. The New Infrastructure: Using Design Thinking to Build Better Communities. 

 RBA. The Evolution of Household Sector Risks;  Unemployment: Its Measurement and Types. 

 Relationships Australia. Is Australia Experiencing an Epidemic of Loneliness? Findings from 
16 Waves of the Household Income and Labour Dynamics of Australia Survey. 

 The McKell Institute. Our Health, Our Wealth: The Impact of Ill Health on Retirement Savings 
in Australia. 

For more communities related resources, visit our website: 

http://www.housing.wa.gov.au/aboutus/researchandreports/Pages/default.aspx.  
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