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Many of the Housing Authority’s contractors are 
expected to soon be looking to employ more 
Aboriginal workers.

This is because Housing now requires all 
construction and civil works contractors to work 
towards increasing the percentage of Aboriginal 
employees in their workforce.

A similar program run solely in the Kimberley region 
has been very successful in improving employment 
opportunities for Aboriginal people, with almost 
half of the workforce on Housing’s Kimberley 
construction sites made up of Aboriginal workers.

The Kimberley program has brought increased 
economic benefits to Aboriginal families as 
well as more meaningful and engaging career 
development opportunities for workers in the 
region. These benefits are now expected to be seen 
State-wide as Housing’s contractors employ more 
Aboriginal people.

Contractors will be looking to employ keen 
Aboriginal people with and without skills in the 
construction and civil works industries.

If you are looking for work, here are some things 
you can do to help with your search:

• Register with a labour hire company or 
contact local construction and civil works 
businesses to let them know you are 
interested in working with them

• Contact your local Aboriginal Workforce 
Development Centre, your VTEC or TAFE for 
help in getting prepared for work

• Check the Aboriginal Workforce Development 
Centre jobs board for any vacancies

• Let your local Community Development 
Programme provider know you are keen to 
work on construction and civil works projects

Aboriginal employment 
targets set state-wide

Region Community Development Programme provider
Gascoyne MAX Employment
Kambalda/Norseman Goldfields Employment and Training Services Pty Ltd
Karratha REFAP Pty Ltd
Mid-West – East Yulella Incorporated
Mid-West – West MEEDAC Incorporated
Ngaanyatjarra Lands Ngaanyatjarra Council Aboriginal Corporation
Port Hedland Ashburton Aboriginal Corporation
Western Desert Ashburton Aboriginal Corporation
Yaaliku Goldfields Employment and Training Services Pty Ltd
Kullarri Kullarri Regional CDEP Incorporated
Fitzroy Valley Marra Worra Worra Aboriginal Corporation
Halls Creek/Tjurabalan East Kimberley Job Pathways Pty Ltd
Derby/Gibb River Winun Ngari Aboriginal Corporation
East Kimberley East Kimberley Job Pathways Pty Ltd

List of Community Development Programme providers



The Housing Authority is proud of its commitment 
to reconciliation and of our achievements to date 
in building cultural knowledge and understanding 
through meeting the targets set out in our 
Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP).

We acknowledge and respect the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Australians as the first peoples 
and traditional custodians of the land and celebrate 
their customs, values and traditions.

Through the RAP, Housing has developed the 
Aboriginal Artwork Program. Under this program, 
Housing has purchased art from a number of 
Aboriginal Art Centres and Aboriginal owned and 
operated businesses across the State.

These artworks have been displayed in local Housing 
offices for our staff and visitors to view and enjoy.

The artists included in the collection are well 
recognised by their communities and many have 
had their work included in major state and national 
collections. Some have even had their work  
shown internationally.

The paintings depict life on the reserves and 
missions, hunting and gathering on country and 
seasonal activity in the landscape.

Housing’s Aboriginal Artwork Program

‘Njaki Njaki Boodjar (Country)’ by Aaron Hayden
Located at Housing’s Merredin Office

‘Kwinana Beach’ by Sharyn Egan
Located at Housing’s Kwinana Office

‘Callawa’ by Selena Brown
Located at Housing’s South Hedland Office

‘Djildjit (Fish) and Waterways’ by Gloria Kearing
Located at Housing’s Mandurah Office

‘Pingelly Reserve’ by Troy Bennell
Located at Housing’s Bunbury Office



The Housing Authority and Nirrumbuk Aboriginal 
Corporation have published two books called Our 
Place, Our Home. The books are all about looking 
after your home and community.

The stories were written and all pictures drawn by 
students at La Grange Remote Community School 
and members of the Bidyadanga community.

Each story provides tips and information about 
everyday housing matters like what to do if you are 

going away from your home, what to do if your 
house gets damaged, and why it’s important to 
keep your yard tidy and respect your neighbours.

You can get a booklet from the Nirrumbuk STEP office 
in Broome, as well Housing offices in Halls Creek  
and Kununurra.

Books will also be given out by Housing and STEP staff 
during visits to remote communities.

If you would like a book, ask your Housing Officer!

Our Place, Our Home books published

One of the stories from Our Place, Our Home book 2Front cover art work for Our Place, Our Home book 2

Being prepared for the bushfire season is necessary 
no matter where you live, but living in a remote area 
means that you are often many hours from emergency 
assistance so it is important to be prepared.

It is vital that you take the necessary steps to protect 
your home. Here are some simple things you can do 
to help protect your home and your family:

• Clear all dry grass, leaves, twigs, bark, wood 
and rubbish within 20 metres of your house.

• Maintain a minimum two metre gap between 
your house and tree branches.

• Remove leaves, twigs and bark from gutters.

• Store all flammable liquids away from your 
house and create a firebreak around them.

• Make sure connected hoses will reach all 
corners of your house.

• Always keep a supply of drinking water 
available in case your water supply is cut off.

Make sure you have an emergency survival kit in 
your home that you can access should a bushfire 
approach. This should include important papers, 
medications, food, water and personal supplies.

It is also critical to create a household plan to either 
leave early, or to stay and protect the property during 
a bushfire.

If there is a bushfire in your area, close any open 
vents, windows and roof spaces to ensure embers 
cannot enter your home, and decide whether to 
stay with your property or to go to a safer location. 

If you decide not to stay, leave early. Know where 
you will go and how to get there safely. Don’t leave 
the decision to leave your house until the fire is so 
close that you cannot reach safety. 

Important contact numbers:
Life threatening emergency: 000 
State Emergency Service (SES) assistance: 132 500 
DFES emergency information line: 13 3337

Preparing your home and family for bushfires



To access this publication in alternative formats, call (08) 9222 4666 or email ask@housing.wa.gov.au
If you are deaf, or have a hearing or speech impairment, contact us through the National Relay Service. For more information, 
visit: www.relayservice.gov.au

How to test your smoke alarm
• To test the smoke alarm, turn your power off 

at the mains 
• Press the TEST button (as illustrated). 

The alarm should beep loudly
• If you are unable to reach the test button, 

please use a broom handle
• The smoke alarm will automatically reset once 

the button has been released after testing
• Once the test is complete, remember to turn 

your power back on at the mains.

A rechargeable battery backup that cannot be  
changed is built into your smoke alarm. This 
battery does not need replacing. Ensure the smoke 
alarm is kept clean and that excess dust does not 
build up – vacuum if necessary. 
•  DO NOT use a screw driver 
•  DO NOT put tape or paint or any other cover 

over the alarm
•  DO NOT remove the alarm for any reason.

If you don’t hear a sound when testing or you notice 
any other problem with your smoke alarm you need to 
call Housing Direct on 1300 137 677. 
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RCD AND SMOKE ALARM FACT SHEET
The Housing Authority has installed a number of safety devices in your home.

A Residual Current Device (RCD) provides protection against electric shock. If the RCD detects an imbalance 
in the electrical current indicating a leakage to earth (for example, current flows through someone’s body to 
earth) the RCD immediately cuts the electricity supply to prevent electrocution.

You will have more than one RCD. They are located in the meter box and can be identified by the presence of a 
TEST button. You should test them every three months.

A smoke alarm alerts you to the presence of smoke and the potential of fire in the property. Your smoke alarm 
should be tested every month.

How to test your RCD
•  Press the TEST button on the RCD. You 

should hear a click
•  The lever will flip downwards to the ‘off’ 

position. This means that the device is 
working and the 
power has been 
turned off

•  Flip the lever 
upwards to ‘on’. You 
may need to push 
firmly. This will turn 
the power back on.

If the lever doesn’t flip 
downwards or you notice 
any other problem with 
your RCD you need to 
contact Housing Direct on  
1300 137 677.


