
METRONET  
Social and Affordable Housing 
and Jobs Package

The Department of Communities 
(Communities) is aligning its investment in 
social and affordable housing with METRONET. 

Through partnerships with the private, public and not-for-
profit sectors, Communities is delivering its $394 million 
METRONET Social and Affordable Housing and Jobs Package. 
The Package addresses the State’s need for additional social 
and affordable housing in locations aligned with Stage 1 of the 
METRONET program, and supports infill density targets.

The Package is assisting Communities to use housing to 
achieve better outcomes for individuals and families in need; 
deliver inclusive and connected communities where people of 
all incomes and backgrounds have a place to call home and 
belong; and create a housing system that is more responsive 
to current and future needs. It also seeks to address the State’s 
ageing social housing stock, changing client demographics 
and dwellings that are no longer suitable for client needs.  
Over 13,000 people remain on the public waitlist, with 85 per 
cent of those comprising singles, seniors and families seeking 
one and two-bedroom dwellings.



High-density transit-oriented developments 
Stream 1 encompasses high-density developments 
within new METRONET precincts or within one kilometre 
of existing station precincts.

This stream leverages private sector capital using a 
proven ‘invest and partner’ approach to deliver new social 
and affordable housing projects on government-owned 
land. For this reason, the developments will commence 
on identified sites in line with market demand. Perth is 
the first project to commence with development approval 
granted for a 27-storey, 184-apartment, mixed-use 
development on the Pier Street site.

Assets created: New apartment projects within 
METRONET precincts:

 + Bayswater
 + Forrestfield
 + Midland
 + Redcliffe

New apartment projects within 800m 
of existing station precincts:

 + East Perth
 + Perth
 + Woodbridge

Housing 
program 
outcomes:

Social dwellings
General sales to market
TOTAL

100
540
640

Economic 
impact:

$460 million in economic activity
1,108 jobs created (beyond job 
creation from infrastructure spend)

Funding source: $209 million in private sector capital

Transit-oriented communities
Communities is utilising its strategically-located land 
assets to contribute to and deliver vibrant communities 
within new METRONET precincts and within 800m of 
existing train stations.

The sites will connect future residents with employment, 
community services and facilities through a modern and 
effective metropolitan transport system.

Assets created: Continued development of existing 
transit-oriented communities:

 + Wellard
 + Ellenbrook

Delivery of a new transit-oriented 
community:

 + Brabham

Planning, investigation and 
procurement of a partner via EOI to 
market to deliver in:

 + Cannington
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Streams
The Package is being delivered 
through four different work streams 
to develop high-density mixed-tenure 
projects; create unique compact urban 
communities on strategic sites close to 
METRONET stations; and develop and 
redevelop smaller scale sites within 
one kilometre of new METRONET or 
existing train stations.
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Development of Communities’ land 
Stream 3 is developing Communities-owned land around 
train station precincts to create new social houses, 
focussing on one and two-bedroom dwellings to address 
the shortage of appropriate housing for the large number 
of singles, couples, seniors and small families on the 
public waitlist. 

This stream is also supplying additional affordable 
housing and full sales to market.

Assets created: New dwellings comprising:
 + 250 Class 2 apartments in train 
station catchments (1km)

 + 100 single and group dwellings in 
other locations

Housing 
program 
outcomes:

Social dwellings
General sales to market
TOTAL

100
250
350

Economic 
impact:

$155 million in economic activity
590 jobs created (beyond job creation 
from infrastructure spend)

Funding source: $120 million WATC loan facility 
(repaid in 2021/22 through asset 
sales of $78 million)

Redevelopment of Communities’ assets
Stream 4 involves redeveloping approximately 80 
Communities-owned assets to support the delivery of 
400 new dwellings that will be retained for social housing 
or sold as affordable housing or full market sales. 

This stream is supporting train station precincts 
development while also refreshing Communities’ public 
housing stock portfolio by transforming underutilised 
public housing dwellings that have reached the end of 
their economic life.

Assets created: New dwellings comprising:
 + 250 Class 2 apartments in train 
station catchments (1km)

 + 150 group dwellings in established 
infill locations

Housing 
program 
outcomes:

Social dwellings
General sales to market
TOTAL

120
280
400

Economic 
impact:

$180 million in economic activity
680 jobs created (beyond job creation 
from infrastructure spend)

Funding source: $120 million WATC loan facility  
(repaid in 2021/22 through asset  
sales of $92 million)



State
More affordable housing options for individuals and 
families in need, located close to transport and amenity.

Deliverables
 + An additional 1,390 new homes, including 320  
new social housing dwellings and at least 400 
affordable homes.

 + 2,378 jobs in construction and redevelopment,  
beyond job creation from infrastructure spend.

 + $765 million of additional economic activity generated 
over four years.

 + Potentially increased rail patronage, prioritising non-
vehicle-based access to stations and facilitating 
contraflow/employment around stations.

Place
Site-responsive developments that contribute to  
the overall character, diversity and long-term 
sustainability of an area and encourage positive social 
and urban outcomes.

Deliverables
 + Continued development of five vibrant transit-oriented 
communities within 800m of new and existing 
METRONET stations.

 + Sustainable and appropriate density and diversity of 
housing and provision for community and employment 
uses around stations.

 + High-quality site-responsive designs, incorporating 
innovation and sustainability.

 + Community services integrated within neighbourhoods 
to create safe, diverse and sustainable communities.

People
A more affordable housing system responsive to  
current and future needs of Western Australians, 
enabling people of all incomes and backgrounds to have 
a place to call home.

Deliverables
 + Up to 200 housing opportunities for vulnerable singles/
couples on the priority public housing waitlist to 
address critical shortages in the supply of suitable 
dwellings for these cohorts.

 + Inclusive and accessible housing solutions for  
people, with support from not-for-profit and  
government agencies.

 + Up to 300 homes with universal design measures that 
meet the needs of people of every age and ability.

 + Affordable housing in locations where people also 
have access to transport services, amenities and 
community support.

 + Refreshed, contemporary social housing stock to 
better meet client needs.

 + Aboriginal economic participation through the 
application of aboriginal employment targets of five 
per cent across the program.

Home
Housing provision as a pathway to individual, family and 
community wellbeing through affordable, appropriate 
and safe places to live that are connected to jobs, 
amenity and transport.

Deliverables
 + Affordable living through diversity of affordable 
housing opportunities with access to employment, 
services and infrastructure. 

 + High-density METRONET oriented mixed tenure 
developments, including social and affordable housing, 
in partnership with the private sector.

Through the Package, Communities will 
deliver the following outcomes:Outcomes

The Package will be funded  
through the following sources:

www.housing.wa.gov.au/METRONETSAHJP

$394m 
Package

Loan

 + $209m private capital
 + $9m Department of Communities (Housing Authority) cash 
(from existing programs)

 + $120m repayable 2021/22

Cash

$

 + $53m Department of Communities (Housing Authority) land
 + $3m government-owned land

Land

CM-018 0719


