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Welcome to our first issue of ResearchPress for 2020. We look at topics including the devastating 

impacts of the recent bushfires, the welfare of our children and the latest Closing the Gap report. 

Reflecting on the Bushfires and Climate Responses 
The “Black Summer” bushfires destroyed thousands of homes and left communities and natural 

ecosystems barren. This has caused a significant shift in almost 80% of Australians’ attitudes. The 

fires have taken climate change off the list of ‘buzz words’ and placed it firmly on the social and 

political agenda. The staggering outpour of support and urgent calls from a number of fronts 

culminated in the Prime Minister announcing a Royal Commission into National Natural Disaster 

Arrangements. The Federal Government will also invest $2 billion initially to establish a National 

Bushfire Recovery Agency. This major disaster has brought to light just how vulnerable many 

facets of our socioeconomic sphere and priority population groups are:  

Economic impacts from extreme climate events are projected to be globally destabilising. Climate 

change inaction is estimated to cost the Australian economy at least $29 billion a year.  

Regional and remote communities. Climate poses a very real threat to outback economies and 

communities, which are already struggling with drought and poorer outcomes.  

Domestic violence is shown to spike during natural disasters, by amplifying existing trauma and 

putting relationships under pressure.  

Families relying on welfare can spiral deeper into crisis; analysis confirms natural disasters 

increase inequality for low-income earners. Community groups have called for immediate action, 

such as greater food relief funding. The government has confirmed a range of supports for bushfire 

affected regions. Children are especially vulnerable and need adequate emotional support. 

Infrastructure. Housing construction and well planned infrastructure development can help 

cushion the impacts of climate change, such as rising temperatures in our cities.  

People with disability are particularly at risk and may require additional support, especially where 

they have lost vital aids and equipment. Disability groups have called on government to ensure 

people with disability are prioritised in recovery planning. 

Housing and homelessness. The likelihood of housing poverty increases in the aftermath of 

disasters. Many have been struggling to secure home insurance. Those already experiencing 

homelessness are disproportionately affected; the bushfire tragedy is set to exacerbate this crisis. 

Mental health and wellbeing is one of the immediate priorities for bushfire recovery in recognition 

of the collective trauma experienced by thousands. 

This enduring body of evidence shows that caring for the environment, holistic practices and 

climate policy will be assets to combatting some of our most pressing social issues. Through more 

compassionate politics our future generations can inherit a planet that we can all be proud of. 

https://www.sbs.com.au/news/scott-morrison-moves-to-set-up-royal-commission-into-black-summer-bushfires?cx_cid=edm:newspm:2019
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/globally-unprecedented-bushfires-burned-more-than-20-per-cent-of-australia-s-forests?cx_cid=edm:newsam:2019
https://theconversation.com/scientists-hate-to-say-i-told-you-so-but-australia-you-were-warned-130211?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%2022%202020%20-%201514214419&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%2022%202020%20-%201514214419+CID_da898c906dc892676aa2701a1b0e0d36&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Scientists%20hate%20to%20say%20I%20told%20you%20so%20But%20Australia%20you%20were%20warned
https://csrm.cass.anu.edu.au/research/publications/exposure-and-impact-attitudes-2019-20-australian-bushfires-0
https://theconversation.com/nearly-80-of-australians-affected-in-some-way-by-the-bushfires-new-survey-shows-131672?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2018%202020%20-%201537414668&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2018%202020%20-%201537414668+CID_d74a3a31ebd86aaf70a5aae2f3532555&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Nearly%2080%20of%20Australians%20affected%20in%20some%20way%20by%20the%20bushfires%20new%20survey%20shows
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-02-27/who-are--scientists-professionals-who-say-no-climate-emergency/11734966?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://www.acoss.org.au/media-releases/?media_release=bushfire-crisis-acoss-calls-for-government-action-on-recovery-preparation-and-prevention
https://theconversation.com/might-the-bushfire-crisis-be-the-turning-point-on-climate-politics-australian-needs-129442?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%2016%202020%20-%201509514371&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%2016%202020%20-%201509514371+CID_5637abfa5449687641fb84018d568749&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Might%20the%20bushfire%20crisis%20be%20the%20turning%20point%20on%20climate%20politics%20Australian%20needs
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2020/01/the-world-rallies-to-help-australia-in-its-time-of-need/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=ca527c2f9a-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-ca527c2f9a-147250173&mc_cid=ca527c2f9a&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-29/urgent-need-for-deep-cuts-to-australias-greenhouse-gas/11907838?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://theconversation.com/listen-to-your-people-scott-morrison-the-bushfires-demand-a-climate-policy-reboot-129348?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%207%202020%20-%201502414294&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%207%202020%20-%201502414294+CID_d47acd2e38f2c38b5b4e8489c4a52830&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Listen%20to%20your%20people%20Scott%20Morrison%20the%20bushfires%20demand%20a%20climate%20policy%20reboot
https://www.pm.gov.au/media/national-royal-commission-black-summer-bushfires-established
https://ministers.treasury.gov.au/ministers/josh-frydenberg-2018/media-releases/national-bushfire-recovery-agency
https://ministers.treasury.gov.au/ministers/josh-frydenberg-2018/media-releases/national-bushfire-recovery-agency
https://theconversation.com/some-say-weve-seen-bushfires-worse-than-this-before-but-theyre-ignoring-a-few-key-facts-129391?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%2014%202020%20-%201507414348&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%2014%202020%20-%201507414348+CID_0fccdd90800d82c9f7d5efa8dbfb30e3&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Some%20say%20weve%20seen%20bushfires%20worse%20than%20this%20before%20But%20theyre%20ignoring%20a%20few%20key%20facts
https://apo.org.au/node/273456?utm_source=APO+Subscribers&utm_campaign=4892a594cd-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_02_02_11_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1452ee3b6b-4892a594cd-84398825&mc_cid=4892a594cd&mc_eid=c0abd8474a
https://www.acoss.org.au/media-releases/?media_release=acoss-welcomes-emergency-funding-for-community-sector-organisations-in-bushfire-response
https://theconversation.com/vital-signs-climate-linked-financial-crises-loom-but-the-fix-isnt-up-to-central-banks-130390?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%2024%202020%20-%201516314443&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%2024%202020%20-%201516314443+CID_966e6c4fd59a71973622f34ca010cbde&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Vital%20Signs%20climate-linked%20financial%20crises%20loom%20but%20the%20fix%20isnt%20up%20to%20central%20banks
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2020/02/australia-faces-a-multi-billion-dollar-economic-hit-without-strong-climate-action/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=631ab61784-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-631ab61784-147250173&mc_cid=631ab61784&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
https://c402277.ssl.cf1.rackcdn.com/publications/1299/files/original/Summary_Report.pdf?1581456250
https://blog.id.com.au/2020/economic-analysis/the-economic-impacts-of-natural-disasters/?utm_campaign=economics%20content%20series&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=82514565&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9uX_IsYjTJcACs1JL4FwPlqD0hh5ZMgZCqXMIk-KJGPPRNGmKzfI4DXXJ3lprCXP_CCp5WFeltlfOWMwv2cQf518gtfu5sLhQfVHpKerXtzGASLV8&_hsmi=82514565
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-02-02/generations-of-farming-go-up-in-smoke-in-bushfire-crisis/11897718?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_rural_articlelink
https://theconversation.com/a-crisis-of-underinsurance-threatens-to-scar-rural-australia-permanently-129343?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%207%202020%20-%201502414294&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%207%202020%20-%201502414294+CID_d47acd2e38f2c38b5b4e8489c4a52830&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=A%20crisis%20of%20underinsurance%20threatens%20to%20scar%20rural%20Australia%20permanently
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-21/regional-australians-need-to-be-ground-troops-climate-war/11874930?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=a837abb85587d5d3eeefa5c91b4fcbc8eeea0bb5cd7166506080bbbf07e613f9&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_features_articlelink
https://www.anrows.org.au/notepad/anrows-notepad-16-january-2020/
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/hobart/programs/breakfast/climate-dv-alina-thomas/11843230
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2020/01/fears-welfare-card-holders-could-be-left-high-and-dry-in-bushfires/
https://theconversation.com/natural-disasters-increase-inequality-recovery-funding-may-make-things-worse-131643?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2027%202020%20-%201545914764&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2027%202020%20-%201545914764+CID_289d6f86bae4d666200b6ccc74d2eb6d&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Natural%20disasters%20increase%20inequality%20Recovery%20funding%20may%20make%20things%20worse
https://www.acoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Bushfire-Recomendations.pdf
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2020/02/Long-term-solutions-to-food-insecurity-on-the-table-in-Perth.aspx
https://minister.servicesaustralia.gov.au/media-releases/2020-02-03-update-australian-government-support-bushfire-affected-regions
https://www.anrows.org.au/opinion/thousands-of-kids-are-going-back-to-school-traumatised-and-not-just-because-of-the-bushfires/
https://srcd.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/cdep.12342
https://theconversation.com/australian-building-codes-dont-expect-houses-to-be-fire-proof-and-thats-by-design-129540?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%2014%202020%20-%201507414348&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%2014%202020%20-%201507414348+CID_0fccdd90800d82c9f7d5efa8dbfb30e3&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Australian%20building%20codes%20dont%20expect%20houses%20to%20be%20fire-proof%20-%20and%20thats%20by%20design
https://www.themandarin.com.au/123672-heres-why-infrastructure-will-make-or-break-our-response-to-climate-change/?utm_source=TheJuice&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_type=mandarin
https://www.thefifthestate.com.au/business/funding-grants/why-we-must-pull-financial-levers-to-build-for-a-changing-climate/?utm_source=The+Fifth+Estate+-+newsletter&utm_campaign=c1be199548-06+Feb+2020_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5009254e4c-c1be199548-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&ct=t%2812+nov+2019+clicktail_COPY_01%29&mc_cid=c1be199548&mc_eid=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://www.thefifthestate.com.au/articles/how-design-of-our-cities-is-amplifying-urban-heat-and-what-to-do-with-it/?utm_source=The+Fifth+Estate+-+newsletter&utm_campaign=4952645af3-03+december+2019_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5009254e4c-4952645af3-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&ct=t%2812+nov+2019+clicktail_COPY_01%29&mc_cid=4952645af3&mc_eid=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/what-it-s-like-to-experience-a-bushfire-evacuation-while-living-with-a-disability
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-15/online-drive-for-autism-support-after-bushfires/11867440
https://pwd.org.au/media-release-people-with-disability-must-be-part-of-bushfire-plans-and-recovery/
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2020/01/what-impact-will-the-bushfire-crisis-have-on-homelessness/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=14cfee5c6f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-14cfee5c6f-147250173&mc_cid=14cfee5c6f&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-14/nsw-bushfires-leave-many-without-home-insurance-struggling/11863094?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=a837abb85587d5d3eeefa5c91b4fcbc8eeea0bb5cd7166506080bbbf07e613f9&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://www.bigissue.com/latest/how-are-homeless-people-in-australia-affected-by-the-bushfires-down-under/
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2020/02/post-fire-plan-to-house-all-australians/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=1dfbc3890d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-1dfbc3890d-147250173&mc_cid=1dfbc3890d&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
https://www.abc.net.au/news/health/2020-01-12/smoke-effects-and-anxiety-at-gp-bushfires/11854834
https://www.health.gov.au/health-topics/emergency-health-management/bushfire-information-and-support/australian-government-mental-health-response-to-bushfire-trauma
https://theconversation.com/collective-trauma-is-real-and-could-hamper-australian-communities-bushfire-recovery-131555?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2014%202020%20-%201533914632&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2014%202020%20-%201533914632+CID_3837eabf6b3d50d34a4b8de14a13eb35&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Collective%20trauma%20is%20real%20and%20could%20hamper%20Australian%20communities%20bushfire%20recovery
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/first-scientist-to-link-bushfires-to-climate-change-30-years-ago-says-he-s-horrified-to-see-his-findings-come-true?cx_cid=edm:newspm:2019
https://theconversation.com/to-address-the-ecological-crisis-aboriginal-peoples-must-be-restored-as-custodians-of-country-108594?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%203%202020%20-%201524814535&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%203%202020%20-%201524814535+CID_c1f484163aff5fc775b21a3c4d662218&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=To%20address%20the%20ecological%20crisis%20Aboriginal%20peoples%20must%20be%20restored%20as%20custodians%20of%20Country
https://www.thefifthestate.com.au/articles/australias-survival-depends-on-shifting-climate-policy/?utm_source=The+Fifth+Estate+-+newsletter&utm_campaign=03020d30d0-03+december+2019_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5009254e4c-03020d30d0-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&ct=t%2812+nov+2019+clicktail_COPY_01%29&mc_cid=03020d30d0&mc_eid=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://www.themandarin.com.au/123520-ex-home-affairs-staffer-says-compassionate-politics-needed-to-deal-with-climate-change/?utm_source=TheJuice&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_type=mandarin
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2020/01/we-ignored-the-evidence-and-the-nation-is-aflame-lets-not-do-the-same-with-our-kids/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=14cfee5c6f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-14cfee5c6f-147250173&mc_cid=14cfee5c6f&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
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Government and Politics 

Closing the gap for Aboriginal Australians 

The Federal Government has released its Closing the Gap Report 2020. In his address, the Prime 

Minister reported that two of the seven targets, early education and Year 12 completion rates, are 

on track. But there is little or no improvement in the five other targets – child mortality, school 

attendance, literacy and numeracy, employment and life expectancy. Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander (Aboriginal) people continue to be significantly over-represented in the criminal justice 

system, and face barriers to palliative care and social housing. Disproportionately higher Aboriginal 

suicide rates in rural and remote Australia remain a national concern. Constitutional recognition for 

Aboriginal people has also been in the spotlight again with a major ruling by the High Court, giving 

impetus to discussions around legally protecting and valuing Indigenous Knowledge. 

The Prime Minister made a commitment to “going from good intentions and sky-high aspirations, to 

local, practical action that’s driven by local leaders and local needs”. This approach was signalled 

as a genuine partnership with Aboriginal stakeholders and communities moving forward. In WA, 

the State Government has signed a historic Indigenous Land Use Agreement with the Yamatji 

native title community which is expected to deliver socioeconomic benefits and self-determination. 

Business and Economy 

The year ahead 

The New Year has started off with a big bang. The global coronavirus outbreak is being closely 

monitored by authorities; its economic impact is projected to be significant alongside the drought 

and bushfires. The Reserve Bank of Australia has maintained the cash rate at 0.75% and is 

cautiously optimistic on the outlook for 2020. The World Bank is forecasting slow growth. 

Slowdown in productivity and rising debt continue to pose challenges. Federal and State budget 

outlooks are strong, but could be hit by global events. The Federal 2019-20 Mid-Year Economic 

and Fiscal Outlook is expecting a surplus of $5 billion in 2019-20, rising to $6.1 billion in 2020-21. 

WA’s Mid-Year Review recorded a $2.6 billion net operating surplus in 2019-20 and projections are 

the strongest yet.  

Uncertainty still surrounds the health of Australia’s economy and its social outcomes. A new survey 

finds that many Australians are pessimistic about their economic prospects and there is a notable 

decline in institutional trust. Similarly, Oxfam research highlights persisting economic inequality in 

Australia, with the richest 1% holding more than double the wealth of 50% of our population. But 

shared value is still possible: in the words of Helen Steel, recognising that “social and economic 

outcomes aren’t mutually exclusive, but mutually dependent” may bring about “the most important 

cultural and economic shifts we make this year, if not this decade”.  

https://ctgreport.niaa.gov.au/
https://www.pm.gov.au/media/address-closing-gap-statement-parliament
https://insidestory.org.au/gap-year-2/
https://theconversation.com/why-we-arent-closing-the-gap-a-failure-to-account-for-cultural-counterfactuals-129076?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2013%202020%20-%201532914623&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2013%202020%20-%201532914623+CID_400980640087c62940387ec62f074e92&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Why%20we%20arent%20closing%20the%20gap%20a%20failure%20to%20account%20for%20cultural%20counterfactuals
https://theconversation.com/prisoner-numbers-in-australia-have-decreased-but-were-not-really-sure-why-yet-129696?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%2021%202020%20-%201513414411&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%2021%202020%20-%201513414411+CID_b1a4e56b60b4b4001fccc5338d16c736&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Prisoner%20numbers%20in%20Australia%20have%20decreased%20but%20were%20not%20really%20sure%20why%20yet
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/exploratory-analysis-of-barriers-to-palliative-care-issues-report-on-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-peoples
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2020/02/its-a-continuation-of-the-stolen-generation-how-the-social-housing-system-is-failing-vulnerable-aboriginal-women-and-their-kids/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=3acdbe46fe-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-3acdbe46fe-147250173&mc_cid=3acdbe46fe&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
https://apo.org.au/node/274006?utm_source=APO+Subscribers&utm_campaign=43993e0eba-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_02_05_10_42&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1452ee3b6b-43993e0eba-84398825&mc_cid=43993e0eba&mc_eid=c0abd8474a
https://theconversation.com/the-voice-to-parliament-isnt-a-new-idea-indigenous-activists-called-for-it-nearly-a-century-ago-122272?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%203%202020%20-%201500814278&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%203%202020%20-%201500814278+CID_2d96ab299bf43488f48cf6e48b9a15b5&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=The%20Voice%20to%20Parliament%20isnt%20a%20new%20idea%20-%20Indigenous%20activists%20called%20for%20it%20nearly%20a%20century%20ago
https://theconversation.com/high-court-rules-indigenous-people-cannot-be-deported-as-aliens-but-the-fight-for-legal-recognition-remains-131377?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2012%202020%20-%201532114615&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2012%202020%20-%201532114615+CID_b2052c88ac470daa0170900a0cf02940&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=High%20Court%20rules%20Indigenous%20people%20cannot%20be%20deported%20as%20aliens%20but%20the%20fight%20for%20legal%20recognition%20remains
https://caepr.cass.anu.edu.au/research/publications/overview-legal-instruments-and-other-measures-aid-protection-and-valuation
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2020/01/indigenous-australians-want-input-into-the-new-closing-the-gap-approach/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=ed25d619c3-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-ed25d619c3-147250173&mc_cid=ed25d619c3&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
https://theconversation.com/closing-the-gap-process-will-better-involve-indigenous-australians-morrison-131570?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2012%202020%20-%201532114615&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2012%202020%20-%201532114615+CID_b2052c88ac470daa0170900a0cf02940&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Closing%20the%20Gap%20process%20will%20better%20involve%20Indigenous%20Australians%20Morrison
https://apo.org.au/node/273381?utm_source=APO+Subscribers&utm_campaign=980bdd92bb-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_01_28_02_43&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1452ee3b6b-980bdd92bb-84398825&mc_cid=980bdd92bb&mc_eid=c0abd8474a
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2020/02/Agreement-delivers-economic-boost-to-Yamatji-people.aspx
https://theconversation.com/what-nz-and-australia-can-learn-from-british-columbias-implementation-of-indigenous-rights-128221?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20December%2023%202019%20-%201497114232&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20December%2023%202019%20-%201497114232+CID_159eba8d144fa0d647f2dccd80de0041&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=What%20NZ%20and%20Australia%20can%20learn%20from%20British%20Columbias%20implementation%20of%20Indigenous%20rights
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-31/coronavirus-will-cost-australia-at-least-1-billion/11917532?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=a837abb85587d5d3eeefa5c91b4fcbc8eeea0bb5cd7166506080bbbf07e613f9&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_business_articlelink
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/economic-impact-from-coronavirus-will-be-more-significant-than-the-bushfires-in-australia?cx_cid=edm:newspm:2019
https://www.rba.gov.au/publications/smp/2020/feb/box-b-macroeconomic-effects-of-the-drought-and-bushfires.html
https://www.rba.gov.au/publications/smp/2020/feb/box-b-macroeconomic-effects-of-the-drought-and-bushfires.html
https://www.rba.gov.au/speeches/2020/sp-gov-2020-02-07.html
https://www.rba.gov.au/speeches/2020/sp-gov-2020-02-05.html
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2020/01/08/january-2020-global-economic-prospects-slow-growth-policy-challenges
https://www.pc.gov.au/research/ongoing/productivity-insights/recent-productivity-trends
https://www.worldbank.org/en/research/publication/waves-of-debt
https://budget.gov.au/2019-20/content/myefo/index.htm
https://budget.gov.au/2019-20/content/myefo/index.htm
https://ministers.treasury.gov.au/ministers/josh-frydenberg-2018/media-releases/2019-20-mid-year-economic-and-fiscal-outlook
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2019/12/2019-20-Mid-year-Review-McGowan-Labor-Government-paying-down-Liberal-National-debt.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2020/01/Western-Australian-economy-gathering-pace.aspx
https://www.themandarin.com.au/124250-2020-economy-no-lift-in-wage-growth-no-lift-in-economic-growth-and-no-progress-on-unemployment-in-year-of-low-expectations/?utm_source=TheJuice&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_type=mandarin
http://theconversation.com/5-things-myefo-tells-us-about-the-economy-and-the-nations-finances-128843?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20December%2017%202019%20-%201489514152&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20December%2017%202019%20-%201489514152+CID_594ce0f7c076a75953646098a447f4b9&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=5%20things%20MYEFO%20tells%20us%20about%20the%20economy%20and%20the%20nations%20finances
https://www.acoss.org.au/media_release/short-sighted-myefo-misses-opportunities-to-reduce-hardship-while-supporting-jobs/
https://www.edelman.com/sites/g/files/aatuss191/files/2020-01/2020%20Edelman%20Trust%20Barometer%20Global%20Report.pdf
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2020/01/australians-are-worried-about-the-future-as-inequality-takes-hold/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=52b2fd09b1-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-52b2fd09b1-147250173&mc_cid=52b2fd09b1&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
https://www.oxfam.org.au/what-we-do/inequality/
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2020/01/australias-billionaires-thrive-while-ordinary-people-struggle-to-scrape-by/
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2020/02/predictions-for-2020-shared-value/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=1dfbc3890d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-1dfbc3890d-147250173&mc_cid=1dfbc3890d&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
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Society and Community 

Planning for retirement 

With the government’s Retirement Income Review underway, research is exploring the efficacy of 

Australia’s superannuation system. One study finds that there is no ‘right’ level of compulsory 

contribution that would benefit everyone uniformly, and questions the proposed increase from 

9.5% to 12%. Grattan Institute analysis agrees, stating that a higher rate would result in lower 

wages; similarly, Per Capita research argues that workers have suffered a significant loss in net 

income, which would likely be compounded at a rate of 12%. Another report concludes that the 

superannuation system is inefficient as it does not qualify as a ‘retirement pillar’; that is, something 

that allocates goods and services in retirement to people who are no longer earning wages. 

Retirement discussions must take into account the changing role of home. The Australian Housing 

and Urban Research Institute (AHURI) finds that downsizing is integral to the current and future 

housing preferences of older Australians. As more people rent into retirement, there will be a 

greater need for housing options in the social and private rental sectors. Fostering sustainable and 

quality aged care experiences will also be important both in and out of the home; this includes 

addressing mental health issues, discrimination and the financial health of residential facilities.  

Disability update 

National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) complexities and lengthy wait times, amongst other 

concerns for people with psychosocial disability, have been in the spotlight in recent months. The 

Centre for Social Impact reports an improvement in the sector’s operating environment, however 

only 19% of providers feel that the National Disability Insurance Agency (NDIA) is working well with 

the sector. Concern about the sustainability of organisations is placing choice and control at risk. 

The Centre recommends supporting the NDIA to address staffing and training issues, as well as 

government investment in independent advocacy and ongoing monitoring of pricing structures. 

The Federal Government’s 2019 review of the NDIS Act and the new NDIS Participant Service 

Guarantee has acknowledged these frustrations. The government has stated its commitment to 

update the legislation and remove barriers to a better NDIS. The report also recommends the 

development of a comprehensive national outreach strategy, with a dedicated focus on Aboriginal 

people, culturally and linguistically diverse communities, and people with psychosocial disability. 

Understanding community attitudes and issues affecting people with disability is an important step 

towards supporting their human rights. A report has found a significant gap in life expectancy 

experienced by people with disability in Australia (approximately 20 to 25 years earlier than the 

general population), highlighting inadequate healthcare and poor practice.  

The Disability Royal Commission has released its schedule of events until June 2020. The current 

hearing commenced in Sydney on 18 February, examining health services with a specific focus on 

people with cognitive disability. This round is presenting further personal testimonies; hearings on 

24-27 March in Brisbane will have a focus on education. 

https://treasury.gov.au/review/retirement-income-review
https://theconversation.com/heres-a-radical-reform-that-could-keep-super-and-pay-every-retiree-the-full-pension-131289?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%207%202020%20-%201528214575&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%207%202020%20-%201528214575+CID_7562ec6c7c06576ada4a7ff7f1b12b96&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Heres%20a%20radical%20reform%20that%20could%20keep%20super%20and%20pay%20every%20retiree%20the%20full%20pension
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-16/super-returns-in-2019-stellar-but-brace-for-slowdown-in-2020/11871160?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://theconversation.com/the-uncomfortable-truth-about-super-theres-no-one-size-fits-all-contribution-130193?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%2031%202020%20-%201522714515&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%2031%202020%20-%201522714515+CID_2e823b65b3a791fd0d4677d416c28afc&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=The%20uncomfortable%20truth%20about%20super%20theres%20no%20one-size-fits-all%20contribution
https://theconversation.com/you-can-have-both-higher-super-and-higher-wages-albanese-132013?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2019%202020%20-%201538314680&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2019%202020%20-%201538314680+CID_a2bbfa9bad27c18a128cad230a7ff617&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=You%20can%20have%20both%20higher%20super%20and%20higher%20wages%20Albanese
https://theconversation.com/you-can-have-both-higher-super-and-higher-wages-albanese-132013?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2019%202020%20-%201538314680&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2019%202020%20-%201538314680+CID_a2bbfa9bad27c18a128cad230a7ff617&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=You%20can%20have%20both%20higher%20super%20and%20higher%20wages%20Albanese
https://grattan.edu.au/higher-superannuation-means-lower-wages:-grattan/
https://theconversation.com/think-superannuation-comes-from-employers-pockets-it-comes-from-yours-130797?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%203%202020%20-%201524814535&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%203%202020%20-%201524814535+CID_c1f484163aff5fc775b21a3c4d662218&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Think%20superannuation%20comes%20from%20employers%20pockets%20It%20comes%20from%20yours
https://theconversation.com/think-superannuation-comes-from-employers-pockets-it-comes-from-yours-130797?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%203%202020%20-%201524814535&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%203%202020%20-%201524814535+CID_c1f484163aff5fc775b21a3c4d662218&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Think%20superannuation%20comes%20from%20employers%20pockets%20It%20comes%20from%20yours
https://apo.org.au/node/274776?utm_source=APO+Subscribers&utm_campaign=03834bce3b-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_02_09_10_11&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1452ee3b6b-03834bce3b-84398825&mc_cid=03834bce3b&mc_eid=c0abd8474a
https://gameofmates.files.wordpress.com/2020/01/superreport_publish_jan2020-1.pdf
https://theconversation.com/superannuation-isnt-a-retirement-income-system-we-should-scrap-it-130191?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%205%202020%20-%201526414555&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%205%202020%20-%201526414555+CID_234747192037aa06953e5915b202bcd5&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Superannuation%20isnt%20a%20retirement%20income%20system%20%20we%20should%20scrap%20it
https://theconversation.com/older-and-poorer-retirement-income-review-cant-ignore-the-changing-role-of-home-131151?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2026%202020%20-%201544614752&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2026%202020%20-%201544614752+CID_fcc88daded1ffbf6a5558edd352760f7&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Older%20and%20poorer%20Retirement%20Income%20Review%20cant%20ignore%20the%20changing%20role%20of%20home
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/325
https://blog.id.com.au/2020/housing-analysis/is-downsizing-something-our-older-generation-are-interested-in/?utm_campaign=housing%20content%20series&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=83293102&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8Ve0HqJqWUnsyUcAnl7ybk8IdJqatF_Ud5-x5uH-lgScmoKddxI3d7e28Sqzy3bU-SFOf-du4DQYUxdl2cz60sGaDzSPnHZejS3qHQhaF9c-CvINI&_hsmi=83293102
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-02-10/older-australians-who-own-home-more-than-20-times-better-off/11815006?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=a837abb85587d5d3eeefa5c91b4fcbc8eeea0bb5cd7166506080bbbf07e613f9&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://theconversation.com/half-of-over-55s-are-open-to-downsizing-if-only-they-could-find-homes-that-suit-them-130531?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2012%202020%20-%201532114615&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2012%202020%20-%201532114615+CID_b2052c88ac470daa0170900a0cf02940&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Half%20of%20over-55s%20are%20open%20to%20downsizing%20%20if%20only%20they%20could%20find%20homes%20that%20suit%20them
https://theconversation.com/home-owning-older-australians-should-pay-more-for-residential-aged-care-131565?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2018%202020%20-%201537414668&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2018%202020%20-%201537414668+CID_d74a3a31ebd86aaf70a5aae2f3532555&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Home-owning%20older%20Australians%20should%20pay%20more%20for%20residential%20aged%20care
https://cprc.org.au/publication/choosing-care-the-difficulties-in-navigating-the-home-care-package-market/
https://www.aihw.gov.au/news-media/media-releases/2019/december/consumer-experience-of-residential-aged-care-explo
https://cprc.org.au/2020/01/30/older-australians-left-abandoned-and-confused-by-home-care-system/
https://theconversation.com/preventing-suicide-in-nursing-homes-is-possible-here-are-3-things-we-can-do-to-make-a-start-128212?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%2021%202020%20-%201513414411&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20January%2021%202020%20-%201513414411+CID_b1a4e56b60b4b4001fccc5338d16c736&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Preventing%20suicide%20in%20nursing%20homes%20is%20possible%20Here%20are%203%20things%20we%20can%20do%20to%20make%20a%20start
https://theconversation.com/i-will-euthanise-myself-before-i-go-into-aged-care-how-aged-care-is-failing-lgbti-people-131306?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2020%202020%20-%201539214690&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2020%202020%20-%201539214690+CID_417b79a0b39470791bafc7d114f8352b&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=I%20will%20euthanise%20myself%20before%20I%20go%20into%20aged%20care%20how%20aged%20care%20is%20failing%20LGBTI%20people
https://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-23/regional-aged-care-centres-facing-financial-crisis/11891306
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2020/01/ndis-not-yet-in-tune-with-the-needs-of-participants/
http://theconversation.com/its-hard-for-people-with-severe-mental-illness-to-get-in-the-ndis-and-the-problems-dont-stop-there-130198
https://www.csi.edu.au/research/project/how-disability-sector-faring-2020-report/
https://www.ndis.gov.au/understanding/supports-funded-ndis/what-ndis-responsible#what-choice-and-control-do-i-have-over-my-funded-supports
https://www.dss.gov.au/disability-and-carers-programs-services-for-people-with-disability-national-disability-insurance-scheme/2019-review-of-the-ndis-act-and-the-new-ndis-participant-service-guarantee
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-20/ndis-report-details-frustration-and-poor-experiences-with-staff/11881312
https://ministers.dss.gov.au/media-releases/5431
https://www.themandarin.com.au/123837-the-plan-says-no-ex-finance-secretary-releases-ndis-review-findings-points-to-inflexibility-as-a-big-weakness-to-participant-experience/?utm_source=TheJuice&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_type=mandarin
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/morrison-government-set-to-announce-ndis-overhaul-20200119-p53st0.html
https://www.dss.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/01_2020/ndis-act-review-final-accessibility-and-prepared-publishing1.pdf
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2020/02/aussie-parents-uncomfortable-with-students-with-intellectual-disability-in-their-childs-school/
https://disability.royalcommission.gov.au/policy-and-research
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2020
https://www.ndiscommission.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2020-02/findingsreview-deaths-people-disability1.pdf
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2020/02/improper-care-causes-spate-of-preventable-deaths-for-people-with-disability/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=631ab61784-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-631ab61784-147250173&mc_cid=631ab61784&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
https://www.disabilitysupportguide.com.au/talking-disability/royal-commission-mistreatment-and-miscommunication-at-heart-of-healthcare
https://disability.royalcommission.gov.au/about-royal-commission/schedule
https://disability.royalcommission.gov.au/public-hearings/health-care-sydney
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/unconscious-bias-in-disability-care


 

 

4 

Pathways to better housing and combatting homelessness 

The rising cost of living and house prices means that housing is still not within everyone’s reach. It 

is widely acknowledged that safe and secure housing is the foundation for wellbeing. AHURI finds 

that poor mental health directly impacts housing stability. Current systems and policies are 

insufficiently integrated and do not reflect the complex lived experience and needs of clients on the 

ground. With 1.2 million Australians having sought homelessness services since 2011, and the 

numbers rising, the data continues to reveal these complex housing pathways.  

AHURI also flags decreasing housing affordability, insufficient supply of social housing and a lack 

of supported housing as key issues. The Productivity Commission’s 2020 Report on Government 

Services has found that 40.5% of low-income people receiving rent assistance experience rental 

stress. Demographia’s latest survey has also found Australia’s housing to be severely 

unaffordable. An increase in social housing supply will need to be accompanied by a wider whole-

of-government strategy that recognises the value social housing tenants place on people, place 

and home. It will also need to support pathways into the private rental market. A Federal 

Government inquiry into homelessness has been announced. This, and other State based 

inquiries, may highlight avenues to better support those at risk of or experiencing homelessness.  

Caring for the welfare of our children 

Research is alerting us to children’s vulnerabilities and the importance of supporting families. The 

wellbeing of Australian children varies by family circumstances and where they live. Low-income 

families are under severe pressure; households below the poverty line spend 72% of their income 

each fortnight on housing and associated costs. There is a fresh call to raise the Newstart rate. 

Supporting this research, ACOSS found significant unmet demand for community services, with 

demands for services continuing to increase impacting families and their communities. 

New research finds child poverty in Australia (17.7%) is consistently higher than overall poverty. 

More than one in six Australian children live in poverty, a rate higher than most other wealthy 

countries. More than half of Australians report seeing children and families impacted by poverty in 

their local area, and 90% of Australians agree that helping children overcome poverty should be a 

top priority. There is significant variation in rates across WA – 69.7% of children and young people 

in the East Pilbara are estimated to be living in poverty compared to 3.3% in Perth’s City Beach. 

According to the Children’s Rights Report 2019 a range of critical issues are impacting Australian 

children. This includes significant inequalities in health, education, justice and child protection 

outcomes for Aboriginal children; and a rise in child deaths by suicide and hospitalisations for 

intentional self-harm. The report notes the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child 

Sexual Abuse, which issued its final report in 2017, is a positive development. Alongside the 

Federal Government, the WA Government released its progress report in December 2019 

highlighting key achievements. Of the 310 recommendations applicable to the WA Government, 

125 have now been completed, with a further 178 progressing. The remaining seven 

recommendations require adaption of linked legislation or progress on other recommendations.  
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Environment 

Climate, housing and wellbeing 

Reports have highlighted the relationship between housing, heat and health. Rising temperatures 

may increase the risk of death, placing vulnerable householders such as older people particularly 

in danger. This is a growing problem for an ageing population amidst drastic climate shifts. Renters 

are more likely to struggle with heat than home owners. Extreme weather can, in turn, impact 

mental health. A study on Victorian public housing tenants where air conditioning is not required to 

be provided has found that extreme heat causes sleep deprivation, making learning difficult at 

school and contributing to community violence. This research emphasizes the need for climate 

efficient homes that can provide suitable comfort from both extreme heat and cold. Perhaps it is 

time to acknowledge that, much like housing, the environment is a foundation for wellbeing. 

Hot off the Press 
 Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. Mental Health Services in Australia. 

 Australian National Audit Office. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Participation Targets in 
Major Procurements. 

 Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet. Social Impact Investing Taskforce. 

 Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (WA). Closing the Loop: Waste Reforms 
for a Circular Economy. 

 Family Violence Reform Implementation Monitor. Report of the Family Violence Reform 
Implementation Monitor as at 1 November 2019. 

 Housing, Theory and Society. Ethically-Speaking, What is the Most Reasonable Way of 
Evaluating Housing Outcomes? 

 National LGBTI Health Alliance. Snapshot of Mental Health and Suicide Prevention Statistics 
for LGBTI People. 

 Per Capita. Home for Good. 

 Swinburne Social Innovation Research Institute. Co-Designing a Peer Support Platform for 
People with Low Vision and Blindness. 

 The Kirby Institute. Changing Direction: Mental Health Needs of Justice-Involved Young 
People in Australia. 

 University of Queensland. Hidden Costs: An Independent Study of Income Management in 
Australia. 

 University of South Australia. Worker Perceptions of the Multi-Agency Investigation & Support 
Team (MIST): A Process Evaluation of a Cross-Agency Response to Severe Child Abuse. 

 Voluntary Assisted Dying Review Board. Voluntary Assisted Dying Report of Operations (June 
to December 2019). 

For more communities related resources, visit our website: 

http://www.housing.wa.gov.au/aboutus/researchandreports/Pages/default.aspx 

https://www.betterrenting.org.au/report_home_baked
https://theconversation.com/heat-kills-we-need-consistency-in-the-way-we-measure-these-deaths-120500?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%203%202020%20-%201524814535&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%203%202020%20-%201524814535+CID_c1f484163aff5fc775b21a3c4d662218&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Heat%20kills%20We%20need%20consistency%20in%20the%20way%20we%20measure%20these%20deaths
https://www.thefifthestate.com.au/articles/im-not-the-only-tenant-struggling-to-sleep-in-my-rental-home-now-that-heatwaves-are-the-new-normal/?utm_source=The+Fifth+Estate+-+newsletter&utm_campaign=c86daafdf2-06+Feb+2020&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5009254e4c-c86daafdf2-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&ct=t%2812+nov+2019+clicktail_COPY_01%29&mc_cid=c86daafdf2&mc_eid=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/policy/ahuri-briefs/understanding-links-between-mental-health-housing-homelessness
https://www.malleefamilycare.org.au/News-and-Media/MFC-Projects/Public-Housing-Report.aspx
https://www.malleefamilycare.org.au/News-and-Media/MFC-Projects/Example-Project.aspx
https://thewest.com.au/business/housing-market/renter-health-suffers-during-heat-report-ng-s-1993355
https://sbenrc.com.au/app/uploads/2015/11/ValuingSocialHousingFrameworkFINAL_web.pdf
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/mental-health-services/mental-health-services-in-australia/report-contents/summary-of-mental-health-services-in-australia
https://www.anao.gov.au/work/performance-audit/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-participation-targets-major-procurements
https://www.anao.gov.au/work/performance-audit/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-participation-targets-major-procurements
https://pmc.gov.au/resource-centre/domestic-policy/social-impact-investing-taskforce-interim-report
https://consult.dwer.wa.gov.au/waste-policy/consultation-dashboard-closing-the-loop/
https://consult.dwer.wa.gov.au/waste-policy/consultation-dashboard-closing-the-loop/
https://www.fvrim.vic.gov.au/third-report-parliament-1-november-2019
https://www.fvrim.vic.gov.au/third-report-parliament-1-november-2019
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14036096.2019.1697356
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14036096.2019.1697356
https://lgbtihealth.org.au/2020-snapshot-lgbti-health-alliance/
https://lgbtihealth.org.au/2020-snapshot-lgbti-health-alliance/
https://percapita.org.au/our_work/home-for-good/
https://apo.org.au/node/273671?utm_source=APO+Subscribers&utm_campaign=4892a594cd-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_02_02_11_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1452ee3b6b-4892a594cd-84398825&mc_cid=4892a594cd&mc_eid=c0abd8474a
https://apo.org.au/node/273671?utm_source=APO+Subscribers&utm_campaign=4892a594cd-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_02_02_11_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1452ee3b6b-4892a594cd-84398825&mc_cid=4892a594cd&mc_eid=c0abd8474a
https://kirby.unsw.edu.au/report/changing-direction-mental-health-needs-justice-involved-young-people-australia
https://kirby.unsw.edu.au/report/changing-direction-mental-health-needs-justice-involved-young-people-australia
https://social-science.uq.edu.au/article/2020/02/hidden-costs-independent-study-income-management-australia
https://social-science.uq.edu.au/article/2020/02/hidden-costs-independent-study-income-management-australia
https://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/QXBZTNR529EPMPRNNUY5/full?target=10.1080%2F10538712.2019.1709241&
https://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/QXBZTNR529EPMPRNNUY5/full?target=10.1080%2F10538712.2019.1709241&
https://www.bettersafercare.vic.gov.au/reports-and-publications/voluntary-assisted-dying-report-of-operations-june-to-december-2019
https://www.bettersafercare.vic.gov.au/reports-and-publications/voluntary-assisted-dying-report-of-operations-june-to-december-2019
http://www.housing.wa.gov.au/aboutus/researchandreports/Pages/default.aspx

