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CHRISTMAS 2017 

Welcome to the Christmas edition of ResearchPress. We will be ‘wrapping up’ this year by sharing 

some of the collaborative research activity taking place across the Department of Communities. 

We will also be reviewing the latest reports from the Service Priority Review, AHURI and 

Anglicare’s Family Matters. The breadth of this research reinforces the importance of us working in 

partnership to create pathways for individual, family and community wellbeing. Read on to learn 

more. 

Upfront 
The Countdown until Christmas 

Taking a lighter hearted look at the very real battle many experience in trying to access the 

housing ladder, one writer from the Sydney Morning Herald outlines the positive spill over effect his 

‘first home buyer diet’ has had on his waistline. He goes on to gripe about the challenge of living in 

less secure rental accommodation, meaning he had to ‘hang his Christmas holly on removable 3M 

hooks rather than something more permanent’.  

 

This year, the heterogeneity of Australia’s housing market has been a continuing headache for 

regulators tasked with balancing the appetites of investors and monitoring financial risk, while 

attempting to ensure home ownership remains within reach. Rising housing costs are hurting low 

income Australians the most, especially young people on low incomes or insecure employment. In 

WA, there is some cause to celebrate with softer conditions in both the home rental and purchase 

markets; meaning housing consumers have more choice and are generally more able to enter 

home ownership. This has also meant that first home buyer activity in WA has made up around 

22% of total finance commitments compared to the national proportion of around 14%. This is good 

news – WA has experienced a roller-coaster ride over the last decade largely on the back of a 

resource driven boom that exposed many to high cost of living pressures. 

 

WACOSS and the BCEC worked closely to prepare Cost of Living 2017 and The Price Is Right? 

Both reports use detailed analysis of WA financial counselling data to reveal the reality of living 

cost pressures on people in hardship – housing costs remain a significant financial burden for 

many. Income and expenditure modelling for three household types was used; for the first time this 

included a breakdown by housing tenure (renters and home owners) to show the impact of housing 

costs for those receiving the aged pension, even after consideration of Commonwealth Rent 

Assistance. The research also shows that people on low incomes are spending less everywhere 

possible. Some groups remain particularly vulnerable including single parents, low income families 

and the unemployed. Christian Porter and John Falzon don’t agree on much in regard to welfare. 

However, both acknowledge that innovation is required to reform a welfare system that was 

designed for rather different structural circumstances.  

 

Service Priority Review  

The final report on the Service Priority Review has been released. The report sets out a Blueprint 

for Reform to build a community focused public sector, reshape and strengthen the workforce to 

support a more agile and innovative sector, and strengthen stewardship to get the best 

performance out of agency heads and central agencies. As flagged in our September issue, this 

will enable the adoption of a “one sector culture” to drive service integration and whole-of-

government outcomes – a core priority for the Department of Communities.  

http://www.smh.com.au/comment/how-to-eat-your-way-onto-the-housing-ladder-and-lose-weight-20171103-gze9wa.html
http://www.smh.com.au/comment/diary-of-a-first-home-buyer-week-11-just-one-in-five-lowincome-young-aussies-owns-their-home-20171201-gzx3r2.html
https://theconversation.com/sydney-the-most-expensive-capital-in-australia-perth-comes-in-fifth-new-report-88168?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20December%201%202017%20-%2089157484&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20December%201%202017%20-%2089157484+CID_5bf585fc1fa4fc27d8ee653005250c48&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Sydney%20the%20most%20expensive%20capital%20in%20Australia%20Perth%20comes%20in%20fifth%20new%20report
http://www.apra.gov.au/AboutAPRA/Publications/Pages/APRA-AR-2017-APRA-Activities.htm
http://www.apra.gov.au/adi/Publications/Pages/Quarterly-ADI-Property-Exposures-statistics.aspx
https://www.therealestateconversation.com.au/2017/12/06/affordability-improves-allowing-first-home-buyers-the-market/1512513605
https://theconversation.com/home-ownership-falling-debts-rising-its-looking-grim-for-the-under-40s-81619
https://theconversation.com/home-ownership-falling-debts-rising-its-looking-grim-for-the-under-40s-81619
http://www.powertopersuade.org.au/blog/housing-and-the-gig-economy/28/11/2017
https://thewest.com.au/business/economy/it-may-not-feel-like-it-but-new-figures-reveal-perth-is-now-one-of-australias-most-affordable-cities-ng-b88672714z
https://www.planning.wa.gov.au/dop_pub_pdf/Housing_Industry_Forecasting_Group_Oct_Report_2017.pdf
https://thewest.com.au/news/wa/wa-families-owe-thousands-in-unpaid-electricity-and-water-bills-ng-b88664809z
http://wacoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/WACOSS-2017-Cost-of-Living-Report.pdf
http://wacoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/WACOSS-2017-Cost-of-Living-Report.pdf
http://bcec.edu.au/publications/the-price-is-right/
https://theconversation.com/older-people-now-less-likely-to-fall-into-poverty-88634
https://christianporter.dss.gov.au/speeches/outcome-based-welfare-reform
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/commentisfree/2017/dec/13/inequality-is-not-a-personal-choice-its-a-choice-governments-make
https://www.dss.gov.au/review-of-australias-welfare-system/australian-priority-investment-approach-to-welfare
https://www.dpc.wa.gov.au/ProjectsandSpecialEvents/ServicePriorityReview/Documents/SPR_Report_FINAL-5-Dec.pdf
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2017/12/Report-sets-out-blueprint-for-public-sector-reform.aspx
https://www.dpc.wa.gov.au/ProjectsandSpecialEvents/ServicePriorityReview/Documents/Blueprint-for-Reform-overview.pdf
https://www.dpc.wa.gov.au/ProjectsandSpecialEvents/ServicePriorityReview/Documents/Blueprint-for-Reform-overview.pdf
http://www.housing.wa.gov.au/HousingDocuments/ResearchPress_September_2017.pdf
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CHRISTMAS 2017 

Politics and Government 
AHURI Conference 2017  
The Hon Michael Sukkar MP announced key features of the new National Housing Finance and 

Investment Corporation (NHFIC) during his address at the 2017 National Housing Conference. The 

NHFIC, announced as part of the Federal Government's housing package in the 2017 Budget, is 

dedicated to improving housing affordability through an affordable housing bond aggregator and 

the National Housing Infrastructure Facility (NHIF) – a $1 billion facility to  finance housing-related 

infrastructure. Minister Sukkar’s address detailed that:  

 The NHFIC will have an independent Board responsible for making investment decisions. 

 To provide stability and confidence, the Commonwealth will guarantee the issued bonds.  

 All registered community housing providers (CHPs) will be able to apply to the affordable 

housing bond aggregator for finance.  

 Eligibility for NHIF finance has been expanded beyond local governments to include State, 

Territory, and local-government owned corporations and utility providers, and registered 

CHPs. 

The important message is recognition of the critical role government holds in facilitating housing 

options across the housing continuum – a government guarantee has been a crucial, missing 

component in this equation, and particularly required to de-risk institutional investment. Other 

notable sessions included Greg Cash, Assistant Director, Department of Communities: Achieving 

multiple outcomes from housing: North-West Aboriginal Housing Fund; and Closing the Indigenous 

housing gap: Doing things differently can lead to something exceptional. 

 

AHURI: Impact Investment and Vulnerable Households 

This research explored how Social Impact Investment (SII) has been used for housing and 

homelessness objectives internationally and examined three case studies where SII has been 

adopted in Australia. SII is being considered as a (relatively) new solution to a previously 

intractable social problem – affordable housing. Australia faces numerous affordable housing 

policy challenges. This project progresses the understanding of different finance vehicles for SII 

and explores policy issues that need to be addressed if these were to be adopted and scaled to 

improve housing support for vulnerable groups. SII presents an important opportunity in Australia – 

but we need to better understand the finance instruments and models that might be feasible and 

which groups can most benefit from SII in the housing space. Findings from Global Impact 

Investing Network also provide international comparisons that are instructive to the local context.  

 

AHURI: Pathways to State Property Tax Reform 

This report presented a nationally coordinated incremental strategy for reforming state and local 

government property taxes and contributing to a fairer and more sustainable housing system: 

 Short-term administrative reforms such as enhanced data sharing between state and 

national revenue authorities and a nationally consistent property register. 

 The creation, short to medium-term, of a simpler and fairer revenue neutral transfer duty 

regime as a foundation for more substantive reforms. 

 The replacement of transfer duties with a broad-based recurrent property tax; a modest 

annual property tax could gradually be increased over a period of 10 to 20 years to offset 

the revenue currently sourced from existing transfer duties on residential property. 

http://mss.ministers.treasury.gov.au/media-release/019-2017/
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/evidence-in-action/news/minister-sukkar-unveils-key-details-of-national-housing-finance-and-investment-corporation-at-nhcsydney/_nocache
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/evidence-in-action/news/minister-sukkar-unveils-key-details-of-national-housing-finance-and-investment-corporation-at-nhcsydney/_nocache
http://www.nhc.edu.au/
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/policy/ahuri-briefs/understanding-the-housing-continuum/_recache
http://wahousinghub.org.au/display/NEWS/2017/12/05/Sukkar+announces+Australian+Government+guarantee+on+bonds+for+affordable+housing
http://www.nhc.edu.au/past-conferences/sydney-2017/
http://www.nhc.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/1130_1100_C4.08_NHA17_Greg-Cash1.pdf
http://www.nhc.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/1130_1100_C4.08_NHA17_Greg-Cash1.pdf
http://www.nhc.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/1201_1345_C2.03_NHA17_Panel_GregCash.pdf
http://www.nhc.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/1201_1345_C2.03_NHA17_Panel_GregCash.pdf
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0023/15287/AHURI-Final-Report-No.-290-Supporting-vulnerable-households-to-achieve-their-housing-goals-the-role-of-impact-investment.pdf
https://thegiin.org/assets/2017_GIIN_FinancialPerformanceImpactInvestments_Web.pdf
https://thegiin.org/assets/2017_GIIN_FinancialPerformanceImpactInvestments_Web.pdf
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0015/15360/AHURI_Final_Report_No_291_-_Pathways_to_state_property_tax_reform.pdf
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/policy/ahuri-briefs/understanding-stamp-duty-and-land-tax
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Collaborative Communities 
There have been a number of events that demonstrate the reach of the research activity taking 

place across the Department of Communities this month.   

 

Minister Launches Housing Industry Report 

WA Housing Minister Peter Tinley launched the 2017-18 Housing Industry Forecasting Group’s 

(HIFG) report at an event attended by stakeholders from State Government agencies, academia 

and the private sector. HIFG is predicting a subdued pick-up in dwelling commencements in 

2018-19, and a stronger recovery in 2019-20. There are green shoots – but high levels of stock in 

the established purchase and rental markets will impact on demand in the new build market. The 

Group emphasises that housing affordability and lack of diversity in Perth housing stock remain a 

significant issue for WA households on low incomes despite soft house prices and declining rents.  

Sustainable Built Environment Symposium 

The Sustainable Built Environment National Research Centre’s (SBEnrc) international symposium 

featured diverse presentations that emphasised collaboration, innovation and human centred 

design. The day saw the launch of the BIM Benchmarking Tool for integrating information across 

built environments. Key messages included: 

 Urban renewal initiatives must meet global challenges and reimagine a prosperous future.  

 Digital disruption will drive collaboration between assets and services, culture, land, 

heritage and people. Linking big data is essential to co-designing homes and places that 

sustain human connections.   

 Funding sustainable housing projects in compilation with large scale urban projects such as 

METRONET is central to creating genuinely liveable cities in which we can all thrive. 

 

SBEnrc’s Dr Judy Kraatz presented at the AHURI National Housing Conference in Sydney 

(discussed above) to share an important project that we are currently progressing relating to the 

procurement of social and affordable housing. This research will be finalised in late 2018.  

 

Telethon Kids Institute Researcher Symposium 

The Developmental Pathways Project (DPP) Researcher Symposium showcased a number of 

projects currently underway. These include: exploring the pathways to contact with juvenile justice; 

the impact of intimate partner violence on children’s outcomes; and, trajectories through child 

protection and education. The DPP takes a multidisciplinary approach to research into the health, 

development and wellbeing of children and youth, by linking data from various government 

agencies. A number of the research outputs are now more readily available. 

 

Building Safe and Strong Families 

The Hon. Simone McGurk officially opened the Festival of Learning. The timing happened to 

coincide with the announcement of the same-sex marriage bill being passed in the Federal 

Parliament – emphasising the diversity of families that the Department of Communities supports. 

Personal highlights from the program included: Dr Tracy Westerman discussing cultural 

competency in child protection; a panel discussion on how vulnerable young people and their 

families are being supported in Kalgoorlie; and listening to the Boronia Pre-release Centre 

women’s choir sing “I want to break free”! 

https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2017/12/Report-calls-for-more-housing-diversity,urban-infill.aspx
https://www.planning.wa.gov.au/dop_pub_pdf/Housing_Industry_Forecasting_Group_Oct_Report_2017.pdf
https://www.planning.wa.gov.au/dop_pub_pdf/Housing_Industry_Forecasting_Group_Oct_Report_2017.pdf
http://www.housing.wa.gov.au/News/Pages/Minister-launches-Housing-Industry-Forecasting-Group’s-2017-18-Report.aspx
https://www.planning.wa.gov.au/716.aspx
http://www.udiawa.com.au/assets/source/HIFG%20report.pdf
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2017/12/Report-calls-for-more-housing-diversity,urban-infill.aspx
http://wahousinghub.org.au/display/NEWS/2017/12/03/Housing+affordability+continues+to+be+a+significant+issue+for+people+on+low+incomes
http://sbenrc.com.au/news-and-events/news/international-symposium/
http://bimvaluebenchmarking.natspec.org/
https://www.theurbandeveloper.com/reimagining-cities-perspectives-queensland-government-architect-malcolm-middleton-video/?subscribe=subscriber_no_lightbox&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=081117%20WORLD&utm_content=081117%20WORLD+CID_4f3ba8498edc2d452cfb6e1393549e0c&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=Continue%20Reading
https://www.thefifthestate.com.au/innovation/design/visit-tomorrowland-buildings-for-a-sustainable-future/96815?mc_cid=4f800a50ee&mc_eid=6aa5bad4e5
https://theconversation.com/a-city-that-forgets-about-human-connections-has-lost-its-way-86214?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%2015%202017%20-%2087897337&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%2015%202017%20-%2087897337+CID_677a0c31bb5a55294205d4865eb30ac4&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=A%20city%20that%20forgets%20about%20human%20connections%20has%20lost%20its%20way
http://pta.wa.gov.au/projects/current-projects/metronet
https://www.thefifthestate.com.au/urbanism/infrastructure/why-metros-are-game-changers-for-australian-cities/96672?mc_cid=8afdbaf63b&mc_eid=6aa5bad4e5
http://www.nhc.edu.au/past-conferences/sydney-2017/
http://www.nhc.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/1130_1100_ThinkTank_1e-Judy-Kraatz.pdf
https://www.telethonkids.org.au/our-research/brain-and-behaviour/development-and-education/linked-analytics-and-social-policy/developmental-pathways-project/
https://www.telethonkids.org.au/projects/developmental-pathways-project/data-process/
https://www.telethonkids.org.au/projects/developmental-pathways-project/research-output/
https://cpfs.moodle.com.au/file.php/1/Documents/events/2017_FOL/2017-Festival-of-Learning-Program-overview-and-session-details.pdf
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-11-29/same-sex-marriage-what-is-in-and-what-is-out/9205400
http://www.abc.net.au/news/story-streams/same-sex-marriage/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-11-23/tracy-westerman-and-sam-kerr-among-wa-australians-of-the-year/9182150
http://indigenouspsychservices.com.au/services/aboriginal-cultural-competency-programs/aboriginal-mental-health-cultural-competency-programs/
http://indigenouspsychservices.com.au/services/aboriginal-cultural-competency-programs/aboriginal-mental-health-cultural-competency-programs/
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Society and Community 
WA Moves to National Scheme 

Hot off the heels of Disability Awareness Week, State and Commonwealth Governments have 

made the anticipated announcement that WA is joining the national NDIS scheme. WA’s NDIS 

Bilateral Agreement signed in January by the previous Government is replaced by a new 

agreement. NDIS geographical rollout across WA remains as agreed before the March election. 

The Department of Communities will administer NDIS transition until July 2018, when the NDIA will 

take over. Nationally, concern across the disability sector remains; confidence has slumped in the 

past year. As foreshadowed in our June issue, the road to transition will require ongoing 

consultation. The commitment to a national approach by WA will hopefully provide some clarity in 

establishing the necessary safeguards to enable access and inclusion.  

 

Family Matters 

This report highlights nationally the over-representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

children in out-of-home-care, and the outcomes for children and their families. It considers a state-

by-state snapshot and government efforts across all five elements of the Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander Child Placement Principles: prevention, partnership, participation, placement and 

connection. These elements are discussed with a particular focus on strategies relating to policies, 

practices and investments that are likely to drive early intervention and prevention. The report finds 

Indigenous children are nearly 10 times more likely to be removed from their families than non-

Indigenous children. It is widely recognised that keeping children safe and connected to their 

family, community, culture and country is essential to supporting positive whole-of-life outcomes 

and holistic wellbeing. 

 

Youth Focus 

There has been a very clear focus this month on hearing the voices of our young people to ensure 

their priorities and concerns are included, particularly in relation to WA’s youth support services. 

The Hon. Peter Tinley hosted a Youth Summit attended by 100 young people from across the 

State and where feedback was sought on the Better Choices: Youth in WA discussion paper. This 

event coincided with the release of other important youth-focused research including Mission 

Australia’s Youth Survey, an online 2017 survey in which 24,000 young people ‘spoke up’ about 

what really matters to them – mental health was the standout issue. 

 

There is also concern at Federal and State levels of government regarding the number of young 

people interacting with the juvenile justice system. This concern was highlighted in a number of 

important releases this month including: AIHW’s Bulletin Youth Detention in Australia which looks 

at trends in the number of young people in detention in Australia; and, Save the Children’s Youth 

Intervention Partnership Model (YIP). This model extends on earlier initiatives in the South East 

Corridor of Perth aimed at reducing the number of young people entering the youth justice system. 

The YIP model is based on cross-sector partnerships and premised on the theory that if we get the 

right support, to the right young people, at the right time, we will not only create significant savings 

but improve the lives of young people and their communities.  

 

 

http://www.disability.wa.gov.au/about-us1/about-us/disability-awareness-week/
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2017/12/Joint-media-statement-Western-Australia-to-join-the-nationally-delivered-National-Disability-Insurance-Scheme.aspx
https://christianporter.dss.gov.au/media-releases/western-australia-to-join-the-nationally-delivered-national-disability-insurance-scheme
http://www.disability.wa.gov.au/news/news-dsc/news-20171/bilateral-agreement-signed-for-the-ndis-in-wa/
http://www.disability.wa.gov.au/news/news-dsc/news-20171/bilateral-agreement-signed-for-the-ndis-in-wa/
http://www.disability.wa.gov.au/Global/Publications/NDIS/NDIS-Landing-Page/NDIS-transition-schedule-Western-Australia.pdf
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2017/12/disability-service-providers-losing-confidence-ndis/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=d5654035fd-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-d5654035fd-147250173&mc_cid=d5654035fd&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
https://www.nds.org.au/news/state-of-the-disability-sector-report-2017-reflects-sector-under-pressure
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-12-04/disability-sector-under-financial-strain-due-to-delays-in-ndis/9218754?sf175143941=1
http://www.housing.wa.gov.au/HousingDocuments/ResearchPress_June_2017.pdf
http://www.disability.wa.gov.au/Global/Publications/NDIS/NDIS-Landing-Page/NDIS-Transition-FAQ.pdf
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2017/12/Access-and-inclusion-take-centre-stage-at-Disability-Awareness-Week.aspx
http://www.familymatters.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Family_Matters_Report_2016.pdf
http://www.familymatters.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Family-Matters-Report-2-Page-Snapshot.pdf
https://www.dcp.wa.gov.au/ChildrenInCare/Documents/Building%20Safe%20and%20Strong%20Families%20-%20Earlier%20Intervention%20and%20Family%20Support%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.dcp.wa.gov.au/Resources/Documents/Annual%20reports/Annual%20Report%202016%202017%20Online.pdf
https://www.dcp.wa.gov.au/Resources/Documents/ABORIGINAL%20SERVICES%20AND%20PRACTICE%20FRAMEWORK.pdf
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2017/12/Young-people-bring-passion-and-ideas-to-the-table-at-Youth-Summit.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2017/12/Young-people-bring-passion-and-ideas-to-the-table-at-Youth-Summit.aspx
https://www.dlgc.wa.gov.au/Publications/Documents/Better_Choices_Youth_WA.pdf
https://www.missionaustralia.com.au/what-we-do/research-evaluation/youth-survey
https://www.missionaustralia.com.au/what-we-do/research-evaluation/youth-survey
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/0a735742-42c0-49af-a910-4a56a8211007/aihw-aus-220.pdf.aspx?inline=true
http://youthpartnershipproject.org.au/uploads/files/publications/YPPs%20YIP%20Model%20Nov%202017.pdf
http://youthpartnershipproject.org.au/uploads/files/publications/YPPs%20YIP%20Model%20Nov%202017.pdf
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Changing Demography 

The size, shape and definitions of family are changing. This holds significant implications for those 

tasked with ensuring our built form, social and economic solutions are equipped in addressing the 

shifting demography. ABS second release headline figures include:  

 The largest industry by employment in Australia, by a wide margin, is Health Care and 

Social Assistance, with 1.36 million people employed. 

 Youth unemployment for 15-24 year olds stood out at 14.9%, sharply up from 12.2% in 

2011.  

 52.4% of people lived at the same address as five years ago. This was 54.8% in 2011, 

meaning that more people are moving house now over a five year period. 

 Public transport use accounted for 11.3% of trips to work, up slightly from 10.4% in 2011. 

We await the final release of the Socio-Economic Indexes for Areas (SEIFA) in March 2018.  

CAEPR Review Indigenous Population Changes 

This release provides a useful overview of the changing size and spatial distribution of Australia’s 

Indigenous population, comparing 2011 and 2016 censuses. The paper summarises intercensal 

change, including the growth in the estimated population of Indigenous Australians, changing 

geographic distributions, and the increasing number of census records with indeterminate 

Indigenous status. It is important to be aware of these aspects which can impact our ability to track 

socioeconomic progress. This is timely with the 25th Anniversary of Paul Keating’s Redfern 

address. This was marked by a joint statement by Linda Burney MP and Senator Patrick Dodson, 

who commented that the Anniversary was a reminder of the continuing gaps in economic, health 

and social indicators for Indigenous Australians.  

 

Contested Evidence  

In our September issue we discussed ORIMA’s Final Evaluation Report of the Cashless debit card 

trial. A recent CAEPR report questions a number of claims made in the ORIMA evaluation. Social 

policy analyst Eva Cox has highlighted several problems with the survey design and the way the 

interviews were conducted. Both evaluation reports acknowledge there has been positive change 

in relation to the three targeted behaviours (alcohol consumption, gambling and illegal drug use). 

However, it has proved more difficult to determine whether there has been a corresponding 

decrease in the key harms that the program aimed to address (safety and violence). Perhaps this 

is because such complex problems need solutions that have been developed and accepted by the 

communities concerned. The debate continues.  

Housing Rights are Human Rights 

President and CEO of the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation, Evan Siddall’s keynote 

address at the National Housing Conference outlined the country’s new National Housing Strategy 

(launched in Canada on National Housing Day – yes, they have one). This Strategy is a part of a 

long-term vision to strengthen the middle class, promote sustainable growth, and lift more 

Canadians out of poverty. Funded through new and existing programs it follows a human rights 

based approach, and includes a National Housing Co-Investment Fund, community housing 

initiatives, and the Canada Housing Benefit. Federal money has also been made available to the 

tune of $15.9 billion (Canadian). We share a number of similarities with Canada, so the lessons are 

easily translated to our federated context; we also share the heterogeneity of our housing markets. 

We will continue to monitor the Canadian housing experience next year.  

https://propertyupdate.com.au/this-is-how-the-shape-of-the-typical-australian-family-is-changing/?utm_source=Michael%27s+Daily+Commentary&utm_campaign=d3790856d0-MY_DAILY_EMAIL&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8ac08e5c4d-d3790856d0-503004737
https://www.commsec.com.au/content/dam/EN/ResearchNews/ECOReport.20.11.17_Biggest%20homes_size-fall.pdf
http://blog.id.com.au/2013/population/demographic-trends/socio-economic-indexes-what-are-they/
http://caepr.cass.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/docs/2016_Census_Paper_1.pdf
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