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Welcome to our final issue for 2018. We wrap up with updates on topical community issues, including 

early years, social housing, women and veterans, and a sneak peek into the 2019 Federal election. 

Doing it for the Kids: Midland Early Years Report 
As the curtain closes on 2018 it is important to take stock of not only the challenges, but the 

successes and lessons from the year. What is more, it is important to focus on hope for the future – 

this is what the children in our local communities across WA represent. Investing in them and their 

families is the key message of the report on the Midland Early Years Services Consultation Project 

launched in November. Prepared by the Telethon Kids Institute and Minderoo Foundation’s CoLab 

early years research centre, the report builds on recent evidence-based work undertaken in 

supporting children and their families in the Midland region. Department of Communities Director 

General, Grahame Searle highlighted the value of this work at the launch in assisting governments 

to respond based on local decision-making and utilising capacity building through collective impact 

models.  

Approximately 130 local mums with babies, toddlers and infants were involved in the consultation, 

including a substantial proportion of mothers from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and culturally 

and linguistically diverse backgrounds sharing concerns about their family life and their children’s 

development. Crucially, the consultation revealed that trusted local sources of advice matter most 

and that vulnerable families are not likely to give a service a second chance if they feel judged or 

unwelcome. Focal known and trusted people are critical to helping vulnerable parents navigate daily 

challenges and build agency to achieve better outcomes for their children. As St John of God Midland 

Public Hospital’s Head of Department of Pediatrics, Dr Noel Friesen noted at the launch, “the best 

medicine is to listen”.  

These ‘lifelines’ are not concentrated in just one setting, but vary from GPs, playgroup parents, 

childcare providers, child health nurses, neighbours or friends. Community hubs can be particularly 

empowering in serving as ‘one-stop shops’ for a variety of programs and services to help local 

families nurture happy, healthy children. Consultation with Midland mothers emphasised the vital 

role these local conduits play in reducing the impact of poverty on child development, and that these 

roles need to be better understood, supported and fostered.  

An important next step of the project will be to co-design strategies for short-to-medium-term early 

years system improvement and embed solid evaluation measures through the Australian Early 

Development Census. The Midland Early Years Services Consultation Project highlights the potency 

of grassroots community action when combined with a solid evidence base to positively shape early 

years services in WA and beyond, and the wellbeing of vulnerable children and their families.  

https://colab.telethonkids.org.au/siteassets/media-docs---colab/midland-final-nov-19-2018.pdf
https://colab.telethonkids.org.au/siteassets/media-docs---colab/supporting-children-and-their-families-in-the-midland-region-11-april-2018.pdf
https://whatworkswellbeing.org/blog/joint-decision-making-co-production-and-meaningful-community-participation-what-works/?mc_cid=2519774504&mc_eid=e2db96bc6a
https://www.bsl.org.au/research/projects/capacity-building-for-small-organisations/
http://www.anglicare.asn.au/publications/state-of-the-family-report
https://www.sjog.org.au/our-locations/st-john-of-god-midland-public-hospital/news/blog/2018/05/29/03/18/new-medical-head-of-childrens-ward
https://www.midvalehub.org.au/
https://www.aedc.gov.au/communities/states-and-territories/wa
https://www.aedc.gov.au/communities/states-and-territories/wa
https://colab.telethonkids.org.au/news--events/colab-news-and-events/2018/december/new-report-helps-midland-families/
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Government and Politics 

Commonwealth-State Agreements 

Negotiations on the New National Housing and Homelessness Agreement (NHHA) are now finalised. 

The new agreement provides over $160 million per annum of ongoing, indexed funding to WA to 

support the delivery of our social housing and homelessness service systems. The NHHA 

multilateral agreement is available online here. The WA government has also recently accepted a 

$121 million offer from the Commonwealth to support remote communities. 

Federal election 2019 

Prime Minister Scott Morrison has announced the release of the 2019 Budget on 2 April, setting the 

stage for the next Federal election. The following are set to be key political battlegrounds:  

Housing 

Australia is edging towards the sharpest downturn in property prices (mainly in Sydney and 

Melbourne) since the last recession. Anticipating the Banking Royal Commission's findings in 

February 2019, major banks have begun to tighten lending standards. Though the impacts of high 

household debt on the economy remain uncertain, the household ‘squeeze’ makes investment into 

affordable home ownership and rental pathways a national priority. A housing affordability plan was 

announced by the Coalition as part of the 2017-18 Budget to improve outcomes across the housing 

continuum. This includes the $1 billion National Housing Infrastructure Facility to fund critical 

infrastructure that will speed up the supply of housing. Labor has pledged to put secure and 

affordable housing front and centre of national policy.  

Economy 

The Coalition claims that Australia’s budget is on track to return to surplus, flagging an election 

platform of strong economic management. Australia’s economy grew by 2.8% over the year. This is 

slower than expected, adding to concerns over the impacts of falling house prices on the economy. 

Federal Treasury has welcomed the OECD’s latest Economic Survey of Australia, but acknowledges 

the ongoing challenges. This includes the socioeconomic challenges for vulnerable groups. Labor 

has stated its intent to establish a new and independent COAG Economic Reform Council that will 

be given the autonomy to examine, track and report to COAG on long-term reform priorities. 

Energy 

Transitioning to an affordable, sustainable and environmentally friendly national energy policy will 

be a major election focus. Energy poverty is a real concern for many vulnerable households. The 

Coalition is focused on reducing energy prices by setting a default price that will protect consumers, 

while retaining the benefits of retail competition. Labor has pledged investment in renewable energy 

generation and storage systems by subsidising the installation of batteries. 

 

http://www.federalfinancialrelations.gov.au/content/housing_homelessness_agreement.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/12/State-accepts-Commonwealths-121-million-dollar-offer-on-remote-communities.aspx
https://www.pm.gov.au/media/press-conference-treasurer
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-12-03/hip-pocket-issues-which-will-decide-the-next-federal-election/10575832?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-12-10/how-low-can-stocks-and-property-go/10598708?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-12-10/how-hard-has-australias-property-downturn-hit-your-suburb/10588960?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://financialservices.royalcommission.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx
https://hia.com.au/-/media/HIA-Website/Files/Media-Centre/Media-Releases/2018/national/new-home-approvals-slide-amid-credit-squeeze.ashx
https://www.rba.gov.au/speeches/2018/sp-dg-2018-12-06.html
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-12-06/households-continue-to-be-squeezed/10585830?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://www.sgsep.com.au/news/latest-news/rental-affordability-index-november-2018-results-available-now
http://www.budget.gov.au/2017-18/content/glossies/factsheets/html/HA_11.htm
http://www.budget.gov.au/2017-18/content/bp2/html/
https://nhfic.gov.au/nhif/
http://www.billshorten.com.au/address_to_the_community_housing_industry_association_melbourne_tuesday_20_november_2018?utm_source=Council+to+Homeless+Persons+E-news+list&utm_campaign=b2182e9a7c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_06_25_05_11_COPY_03&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_47e37fdcf8-b2182e9a7c-423007413&mc_cid=b2182e9a7c&mc_eid=6728f2b724
https://theconversation.com/mondays-myefo-will-look-good-but-it-will-set-the-budget-up-for-awful-trouble-down-the-track-107567?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20December%2014%202018%20-%201185110783&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20December%2014%202018%20-%201185110783+CID_504ef5c332ba0913b17804f973533f9b&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Mondays%20MYEFO%20will%20look%20good%20but%20it%20will%20set%20the%20budget%20up%20for%20awful%20trouble%20down%20the%20track
https://www.rba.gov.au/snapshots/economy-indicators-snapshot/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-12-05/australian-economy-cools-in-q3/10584234?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-04/house-price-slump-weighs-on-economy-but-has-it-bottomed-out/10461190?user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
http://jaf.ministers.treasury.gov.au/media-release/065-2018/
http://www.oecd.org/australia/economic-survey-australia.htm
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-12-02/australian-economy-likely-to-have-slowed/10570146?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://oecdecoscope.blog/2018/12/09/some-australians-are-at-a-significant-risk-of-poverty-despite-the-strong-economy/
http://www.billshorten.com.au/an_independent_coag_economic_reform_council_thursday_11_october_2018
https://theconversation.com/what-would-a-fair-energy-transition-look-like-107366?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%2028%202018%20-%201172510634&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%2028%202018%20-%201172510634+CID_eb37d9ba7ddfca9b3614b807442ea9ba&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=What%20would%20a%20fair%20energy%20transition%20look%20like
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-22/australian-energy-market-explained-price-emissions-reliability/10499256?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_am_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://theconversation.com/grattan-on-friday-labors-energy-policy-is-savvy-now-is-it-scare-proof-107451?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%2023%202018%20-%201168610586&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%2023%202018%20-%201168610586+CID_3c322fe4c31f53da55498ed9b6b216e7&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Grattan%20on%20Friday%20Labors%20energy%20policy%20is%20savvy%20%20now%20is%20it%20scare-proof
https://www.acoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Energy-Stressed-in-Australia.pdf
https://www.piac.asn.au/2018/11/22/report-utility-disconnections-hitting-struggling-families-hardest/
http://sjm.ministers.treasury.gov.au/media-release/089-2018/
http://www.billshorten.com.au/_labor_s_plan_for_more_renewable_energy_and_cheaper_power_thursday_22_november_2018


 

November-December 2018 | Newsletter  

3 

Aged care and quality of life 

Former Federal Court judge Richard Tracey has been appointed as the new commissioner in the 

Royal Commission into Aged Care Quality and Safety. The recent report of the Senate Economics 

References Committee into Financial and Tax Practices of For-Profit Aged Care providers and the 

State Government’s support of the final report of the Select Committee into Elder Abuse, highlight 

just some of the key issues that are set to be raised in the Royal Commission. Recent developments 

in WA with the State Government announcing the introduction of a Bill to legalise voluntary assisted 

dying and improve end-of-life choices for Western Australians, brings to the forefront the difficult 

realities that face our seniors, their families and providers. Events such as National Carers Week 

and Seniors Week throughout October and November marked occasions to support and celebrate 

the resilience of many ageing Australians, carers and aged care services.  

Business and Economy 

Housing Industry Forecasting Group (HIFG) report 2018-19 

HIFG has predicted a slow and subdued recovery in housing activity from 2019 into 2021 in its latest 

report. Conditions are expected to remain flat over the coming year with a forecast of 18,000 dwelling 

commencements. Low population growth, tighter lending conditions especially from the potential 

flow-on effects of the Banking Royal Commission, and the unknown impact of the Foreign Buyers 

Surcharge are key factors for this forecast. WA has been the State of the first home buyer with 

initiatives such as Keystart improving affordability. Despite lower prices, housing affordability 

remains a significant issue for WA households on low-to-moderate incomes.  

Society and Community 

Investing in sustainable social housing pathways 

More evidence is building on the role of impact investing in helping to address disadvantage and 

delivering financial returns alongside measurable social benefits. Australian Housing and Urban 

Research Institute (AHURI) research supports international experience that productive social 

housing systems can create value, address a range of needs and promote innovation. Over the next 

20 years, AHURI estimates that 727,300 additional social housing dwellings will be required in 

Australia; this is almost triple the 2016 size of just over 380,000 dwellings. According to the analysis, 

WA will need 68,300 additional dwellings in Greater Perth, and 18,200 in the rest of the State.  

Recent research by the Sustainable Built Environment National Research Centre shows a diversity 

of procurement approaches and housing types is needed for differing locations, cohorts, and 

legislative and physical environments. This matching of markets to houses and the appropriate 

housing assistance is considered by AHURI. Equally important will be the role of new technologies 

in disrupting housing policy as evidenced in other AHURI research, particularly Airbnb and its 

influence on the availability of shared and affordable private rentals for low income earners.  

https://www.sbs.com.au/news/new-aged-care-royal-commissioner-appointed
https://agedcare.royalcommission.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Economics/Taxpractices-agedcare/Report
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/11/State-Government-welcomes-elder-abuse-inquirys-final-report.aspx
https://thewest.com.au/politics/aged-care-urged-to-publish-atrocities-ng-s-1904314
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/11/Government-to-introduce-Bill-to-legalise-voluntary-assisted-dying-and-improve-end-of-life-choices-for-Western-Australians.aspx
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-12/voluntary-euthanasia-legislation-announced-by-wa-government/10488400?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-13/helping-people-tell-their-life-story-as-they-face-death/10492602?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-13/helping-people-tell-their-life-story-as-they-face-death/10492602?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/10/National-Carers-Week.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/10/Seniors-Week-grants-to-celebrate-older-Western-Australians.aspx
https://www.dplh.wa.gov.au/getmedia/55e64509-3a88-4905-83b1-6325f601ac46/HIFG_report_November_2018
https://thewest.com.au/lifestyle/real-estate/population-outlook-reinforces-need-to-plan-for-growth-ng-b881038720z
https://theurbandeveloper.com/articles/australias-new-home-sales-fall-as-credit-crunch-continues?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=031218%20WORLD&utm_content=031218%20WORLD+CID_e39457ff97c7dc86445bc90eb4e860f2&utm_source=email&utm_term=Continue%20Reading
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-19/royal-commission-banking-housing-and-why-we-fear-the-truth/10509138?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_features_articlelink
https://www.finance.wa.gov.au/cms/News/State_Revenue/Foreign_Buyers_Duty.aspx
https://www.finance.wa.gov.au/cms/News/State_Revenue/Foreign_Buyers_Duty.aspx
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/289
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-09/tasmania-housing-boom-taking-off-in-small-towns/10478008?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%3a8935&user_id=76b2b60f925ccf78eb7c1638c52af4392a401f0c2cac906cc5f38be8831a0304&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email%7c%5bnews_sfmc_newsmail_pm_df_!n1%5d%7c8935ABCNewsmail_topstories_articlelink
https://impactinvestingaustralia.com/wp-content/uploads/20181029_Scaling-Impact.pdf
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2018/11/tackling-entrenched-disadvantage-impact-investing/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=5d7d114f43-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-5d7d114f43-147250173&mc_cid=5d7d114f43&mc_eid=ba19e49c14
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/306
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0027/29439/PES-306-Developing-an-investment-pathway-for-social-housing.pdf
https://theconversation.com/australia-needs-to-triple-its-social-housing-by-2036-this-is-the-best-way-to-do-it-105960?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%2015%202018%20-%201161710507&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%2015%202018%20-%201161710507+CID_cdd7d4f9c3de6a23687858e072b65d02&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Australia%20needs%20to%20triple%20its%20social%20housing%20by%202036%20This%20is%20the%20best%20way%20to%20do%20it
https://sbenrc.com.au/app/uploads/2018/11/SBE025_Procuring-Social-Affordable-Housing_1.54_FA_WEB.pdf
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/resources/video/video-from-matching-markets-in-housing-and-housing-assistance/finding-accessible-housing-if-you-are-a-person-living-with-disability-case-example
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/307/_nocache
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/308
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/news-and-media/news/why-keeping-pace-of-disruptive-technology-impact-is-crucial-to-all-housing-practitioners-and-policy-makers
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/305
https://theconversation.com/who-wins-and-who-loses-when-platforms-like-airbnb-disrupt-housing-and-how-do-you-regulate-it-106234?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%208%202018%20-%201155410446&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%208%202018%20-%201155410446+CID_cd7c9bd1e3f76fbe947bdf9d47c87ec2&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Who%20wins%20and%20who%20loses%20when%20platforms%20like%20Airbnb%20disrupt%20housing%20And%20how%20do%20you%20regulate%20it
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Protecting women against disadvantage 

A flurry of evidence highlights the challenges faced by women of all ages experiencing disadvantage. 

A new report suggests that women, particularly single women, are at greater risk of financial stress 

in retirement. Although stable workforce participation could reduce this risk, the gender qualification 

gap makes this difficult. Modelling suggests a review of the efficacy of Newstart and Australia’s social 

security system more broadly is needed.  

Financial disadvantage increases the risk of homelessness. Vulnerable women face unique hurdles, 

complexities and comorbidity. Research has found that women sleeping rough are significantly more 

likely than men in the same circumstances to present at hospital emergency departments. This is 

estimated to cost $65.8 million annually, exceeding the annual costs of appropriate housing and 

support programs for women sleeping rough. The healthcare costs associated with homelessness 

are now well known and contribute to the burden of chronic disease on our system. Indigenous 

Australians are overrepresented across multiple vulnerabilities, making up almost 40% of women 

sleeping rough – almost twice the proportion of men sleeping rough who identified as Indigenous. 

AHURI finds a strong association between housing, homelessness and mental health. In 2015–16, 

31% of people accessing Specialist Homelessness Services had a mental health issue, significantly 

higher than the rate of mental illness among the general population. AHURI argues that housing, 

homelessness and mental health are separate policy systems, contributing to poor outcomes for 

individuals and families. Keeping families together is key. The Family Matters Report urges greater 

investment to reduce the rate at which children are being removed from families, whilst a new 

evidence-based approach to intervening with fathers who use violence could lead to positive change. 

The Department of Communities has commenced State-wide consultation to inform development of 

a strategy to reduce family and domestic violence in WA over the next 10 years. Work on the 

development of WA’s 10-Year Strategy on Homelessness is also well underway. The Council to 

Homeless Persons highlights the need for safe and secure housing, while WACOSS has advocated 

for gender equality as a fundamental human right. 

Veterans in Australia 

November marked the centenary of the World War I Armistice. Joined by Minister for Veterans Issues 

Peter Tinley, a select group of young people had the chance to pay tribute to the Anzacs at the 

Remembrance Day ceremony at the Australian War Memorial in France. These public 

commemorations are particularly an opportunity to acknowledge and share the stories of sacrifice 

often forgotten by military history, such as our Western Australian Aboriginal servicemen.  

The latest national profile of Australian veterans found that in 2009–2010 one-quarter of former 

Australian Defence Force peacekeepers reported being very socially isolated while deployed. The 

Productivity Commission has just released a draft report proposing fundamental reform to the current 

veterans’ compensation and rehabilitation system, calling for a need to focus on the wellbeing of 

veterans over their lifetime through better prevention, rehabilitation and transition support. As some 

of our society’s most humble citizens, ongoing research into and community awareness of veterans’ 

lived experiences is an important contribution: lest we forget. 
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https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports-data/health-welfare-services/homelessness-services/reports
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0030/29739/PES-Integrating-Australia-housing-and-mental-health-support-systems.pdf
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0030/29739/PES-Integrating-Australia-housing-and-mental-health-support-systems.pdf
http://www.familymatters.org.au/family-matters-report-2018-the-family-matters-report-2018-urges-that-investment-in-prevention-is-critical-to-stopping-our-national-child-removals-crisis/
https://www.anrows.org.au/node/1971
https://www.anrows.org.au/node/1971
https://www.communities.wa.gov.au/wa-have-your-say/family-and-domestic-violence
http://wahousinghub.org.au/display/NEWS/2018/11/30/State+Strategy
http://chp.org.au/marginal-housing-substandard-insecure-and-increasingly-normalised/
http://wacoss.org.au/news/human-rights-day-opportunity-campaign-advocate-gender-equality/
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/11/Commemoration-to-mark-100-years-since-the-end-of-World-War-I.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/09/Youth-group-to-tour-Europe-during-Armistice-Centenary-celebrations.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2018/11/Sacrifice-of-WA-Aboriginal-veterans-finally-acknowledged.aspx
https://www.dlgsc.wa.gov.au/achwa/Pages/No-Less-Worthy.aspx
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/veterans/a-profile-of-australias-veterans-2018/contents/summary
https://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/veterans/draft
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November-December 2018 | Newsletter  

5 

Hot off the Press 
 Anglicare Australia. The Real Story: What Australians Think About Poverty and How We Shape 

the Debate: State of the Family Report 2018. 

 ANU Centre for Social Research and Methods. Optimal Policy Modelling: A Microsimulation 
Methodology for Setting the Australian Tax and Transfer System. 

 Australian Competition and Consumer Commission. Residential Mortgage Price Inquiry. 

 Australian Institute of Family Studies. Growing Up in Australia: The Longitudinal Study of 
Australian Children Annual Statistical Report 2016. 

 Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Stolen 
Generations Aged 50 and Over. 

 Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. Adoptions Australia 2017-18 Report and Data 
Visualisations. 

 Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. Couch Surfers: A Profile of Specialist 
Homelessness Services Clients; Specialist Homelessness Services Annual Report 2017-18. 

 Australian Medical Association. 2018 AMA Report Card on Indigenous Health: Rebuilding the 
Closing the Gap Health Strategy: Including a Review of the 2016 and 2017 AMA Indigenous 
Health Report Card Recommendations. 

 Australian National Audit Office. Disability Support Pension - Follow-on Audit. 

 Australia's National Research Organisation for Women's Safety. Are We There Yet? Australians' 
Attitudes Towards Violence Against Women and Gender Equality. 

 Australian National University; The Lowitja Institute. Defining the Indefinable: Descriptors of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples' Culture and their Links to Health and Wellbeing. 

 Brotherhood of St Laurence. Part-Time Purgatory: Young and Underemployed in Australia. 
Too Valuable to Lose: Assessing the Value of Small Community Service Organisations.  

 Committee for Economic Development of Australia. Connecting People with Progress: Securing 
Future Economic Development. 

 Mission Australia. Youth Survey Report 2018. 

 National Shelter; Community Sector Banking; SGS Economics & Planning; Brotherhood of St 
Laurence. Rental Affordability Index. 

 Parliament of Australia. Breaking Barriers: A National Adoption Framework for Australian 
Children. 

 Parliament of Australia. Joint Select Committee on Constitutional Recognition Relating to 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples: Final Report. 

 Public Interest Advocacy Centre. Close to the Edge: A Qualitative and Quantitative Study. 

 University of Adelaide. The Wages Crisis in Australia: What It Is and What To Do About It. 

 University of New South Wales. Material Deprivation and Social Exclusion Among Young 
Australians: A Child-Focused Approach. 

If you can’t wait for the next issue of ResearchPress sign up for alerts to be updated regularly on the 

latest research, data and reports by emailing researchpress@communities.wa.gov.au. 
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