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31 March, 2015 
 
 
SUBJECT: Asbestos inspections in remote communities 
 
 
RESPONSE: provided to ABC News 
 
The Department’s maintenance division is currently in planning discussions with the Head 
Maintenance Contractors who will commence a housing audit and asbestos inspections this 
year. Inspections are expected to commence in July 2015. 
 
This work is not linked in any way to closure or withdrawal of services from any remote 
communities. 
 
The Department has been reducing asbestos in remote Aboriginal community housing on an 
ongoing basis since the National Partnership Agreement on Remote Indigenous Housing 
(NPARIH) was launched in 2008. 
 
The Department manages 2,514 remote community houses of which 497 have been built 
and 1,342 refurbished under NPARIH. Sixty-two properties with asbestos containing 
materials have been demolished and replaced with new builds. 
 
Refurbishment has included removal or encapsulation of asbestos to ensure tenant safety.  
Under a stock replacement program, a substantial amount of asbestos has been removed 
from housing in the town based Fitzroy communities of Bayulu and Junjuwa and the remote 
communities of Wangkatjungka, Yungngora and Ardyaloon.  
 
Any damaged asbestos containing material is repaired and dealt with as it is reported.  
 
Inspection of 1,218 houses referred to in an Early Tender Advice is required because their 
year of construction cannot be confirmed, not because asbestos is known to be present. The 
inspections will confirm or eliminate the presence of asbestos.  
 
The Department’s Aboriginal Housing Services intended to appoint contractors to carry out 
these inspections via a tender process.  Following the appointment of the Department’s 
Head Maintenance Contractors from 1 November 2014, the decision was made to use them 
to carry out these inspections in conjunction with an asset survey of all 2,514 houses 
currently managed by the Department.  
 
The tender was withdrawn to avoid duplication of effort and cost with separate contractors 
completing an asbestos inspection and then coming to community again to perform an asset 
survey within six months of each other. 
 


